
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY Issued: Oct 16, 2025 

SPOT LIGHT 
NEWS 

COLLEGE 
BOARD 

WIN 
LEARNING 

ASSESSMENT 
LITERACY 

TRAINING & 
CONFERENCES 

IMPORTANT 
DATES 

REMINDERS 
CONTACT 

US 

Students at the Flushing Early Childhood Center celebrated Homecoming Spirit Week by being positive role 
models, making new friends on the playground, joining the parade, and showing their Raider pride in many ways. 
Photo credit: Heidi Donaldson, Principal, Flushing Early Childhood Center, Flushing Community Schools 

  
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Show Off Your Fall Festivities 
Homecoming, spirit week, pumpkin decorating—fall is full of moments worth 
celebrating, and we want to feature yours in the Spotlight newsletter! 
To submit your photo(s): 
1. Ensure you have permission to share (check your school/district’s policy)  
2. Add a short caption (max 200 characters)  
3. Include a photo credit (or we’ll credit your school or district)  
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 
Let’s capture the spirit of the season—send us your photo today and help us 
celebrate the vibrant life and learning of Michigan schools! 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Fall%20Festivites%20Photo%28s%29%20for%20Spotlight
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NEWS INFO 

Michigan Data Hub Benchmark 
Reporting Requirements Webinar  

The 2025-26 Benchmark Assessment webi-
nar is scheduled for Thursday, October 23, 
2025, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

The Michigan DataHub will co-facilitate this 
presentation with members of the Michigan 
Department of Education, covering import-
ant information educators and testing staff 
need to be aware of for this year’s assessment 
reporting cycle.  

To register for the event, follow this link: 
2025-26 Benchmark Assessment Webinar 
Registration (https://midatahub.zoom.us/ 
meeting/register/s1vDmlwNSxm-BAB5f-
d5L3g#/registration). 
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NEWS INFO 
Updates to M-STEP Online Tools 
Training 

The Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) has re-
leased updates to the Online Tools Training (OTT) 
(https://portal.te.drcedirect.com/MI), available in 
the Chrome browser. These updates help ensure 
that students and educators are practicing for on-
line assessments with tools and content that re-
fect the most current standards and item types. 
Be sure to update your bookmarks with the new 
link. 

What’s New: 
• M-STEP Social Studies – Grades 5, 8, and 11 

(Items updated to align with Michigan’s 
revised social studies standards) 

• M-STEP English Language Arts – Grades 4 
and 6 (New passages and prompts for Pas-
sage-Based Writing) 

• M-STEP Mathematics – Grade 3 (Spanish 
version updated from Human Voice Audio to 
Text-to-Speech) 

Updated answer keys for the online tools train-
ing can also be found in the Content Specifc In-
formation Online Practice for M-STEP ELA, Math, 
Science and Social Studies  (https://www.michigan. 
gov/mde/services/student-assessment/m-step/ 
content-specif ic-information/online-practice-
for-m-step-ela-math-science-and-social-stu-
dies), on the M-STEP Summative website (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assess-
ment/m-step). 

Note: These OTT updates do not currently apply 
to the Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments (K–2) or to MI-Access testing. OTT 
updates for those assessments will be shared in a 
future Spotlight article once they are available. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Of-
fce of Educational Assessment and Accountability 
Help Desk at 877-566-8378. 
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NEWS INFO 
Preparing for Michigan School Index 
Reports and Accountability Datafles 

Later this fall it is anticipated that the Michigan De-
partment of Education will release 2024-25 Mich-
igan School Index accountability reports and ac-
countability data fles. Before results are released 
publicly, authorized users of MI School Data (www. 
mischooldata.org) will be afforded a preview win-
dow to access reports and fles early. In order to 
preview results, users will need to be able to log 
into MI School Data and possess the appropriate 
access level. It is highly recommended school and 
district staff verify or obtain appropriate access to 
MI School Data now to ensure access issues are not 
encountered during the preview window. 

Information on how to access school index 
reports and accountability datafles on MI 
School Data can be found in the Accountability 
Access and Preview Instructions (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountabili-
ty_Access_and_Preview_Instructions.pdf). This 
includes help obtaining appropriate access to 
MI School Data if you do not already have such 
privileges. 

Additionally, informational guides and other help-
ful resources for the upcoming 2024-25 School 
Index results are already available here (www. 
mi.gov/mde-schoolindex). 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
New EL Supports 

Two new English Learner (EL) 
supports will be available in 
mid-December 2025 in Services 
for Students with Disabilities 
(SSD) Online for Spring 2026 
testing. Both will result in a 
college reportable score. 

• EL Text-to-Speech for Math 
(only). 

• EL Math Only. This support 
permits ELs in their frst 
year in the United States to 
take only the math section 
of the exam. For whatever 
institution these students 
send their scores to, they will 
see a minimum 200 auto-as-
signed score for reading/ 
writing and then whatever 
score the student achieved 
on the 200-800 scale for 
math. 

Note: In SSD Online, the new 
EL Math Only and EL Text-to-
Speech for Math will not appear 
on the accommodations screen, 
as they are not accommodations 
but forms of EL support. There-
fore, to request EL Math Only or 
EL Mathy Only Text-to-Speech, 
select EL supports after initially 
asking to submit a new request. 

Important Dates 

February 18, 2026 is a critical 
date for spring testing. 

To support your preparations in 
advance of those dates, College 
Board’s Interactive Checklist for 
spring testing will launch the 
week of December 1, 2025. 

First, it is the deadline to have all 
known accommodations for stu-
dents submitted in Services for 
Students with Disabilities (SSD)  
Online. This will ensure that 
student accommodations are 
processed and available well in 
advance of their test date. It will 
also ensure that new students or 
new accommodations identifed 
after the deadline can be prior-
itized. 

College Board will begin host-
ing a series of webinars to sup-
port the Michigan Department  
of Education’s Spring 2026 ad-
ministration of the SAT with  
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9.  
Select here (https://www.mich-
igan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 
Websites/mde/OEAA /MME/  
SAT-Suite/College-Board-We-
binars-for-MDE-Spring-Imple-
mentation.pdf) for webinar  
details, including titles, dates,  
intended audience, and registra-
tion links. 

Second, this is also the date that 
schools will be able to see the 
pre-identifed students in the 
State Data Management System 
(SDMS) and Test Day Toolkit. As 
of that date, test coordinators 
can begin preparing for spring 
testing. They can confrm the 
accuracy of their student roster 
in SDMS. They will also be able 
to prepare rooms in Test Day 
Toolkit, assign students and staff 
to those rooms, and access test 
ticket information to facilitate 
student readiness checks and 
practice tests. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Michigan Intent to Test 
Window 

The Intent to Test 
window for the 
M i c h i g a n - p r o  -
vided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 
opens October 27, 2025, and 
closes November 19, 2025. 
During this period, schools that 
did not meet auto-establish-
ment criteria (listed below) can 
indicate their intent to partici-
pate in the Spring 2026 admin-
istrations. 

Auto-Establishment (Public 
Schools) 
A public school is automatically 
established for an assessment 
if all of the following are true: 

• The school administered fve 
or more PSAT/SAT tests over 
the past two years. 

• The school’s Grades Actual 
in the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM) (https://cepi. 
state.mi.us/eem/) align with 
the assessments being ad-
ministered. 

• EEM contact information 
is accurate and current for 
the primary building con-
tact, school test coordinator, 
backup school test coordi-
nator, SSD Coordinator, and 
building-level technology 
director. 

To update EEM contacts: 
contact your district authorized 
user. 

Example: A public school that 
administered PSAT 8/9 (grade 
8) to fve or more students in 
the past two years, has “grade 8” 
selected under Grades Actual in 
EEM, and has up-to-date staff/ 
contact info in EEM will be auto-
matically established for Spring 
2026 testing and will not receive 
an Intent to Test email for PSAT 
8/9 (grade 8). 

Schools that have been auto-
matically established but do 
not plan to test should, con-
tact College Board at michiga-
nadministratorsupport@col-
legeboard.org immediately to 
request unestablishment. Be 
ready to provide a reason for this 
request as the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education must approve 
all unestablishment requests. 

Who Receives the Intent to 
Test Email? 
On October 27, 2025, an Intent 
to Test email will be sent to dis-
trict test coordinators, school 
test coordinators, and the pri-
mary building contact in EEM 
for schools that did not meet au-
to-establishment criteria. 

A designated contact must 
reach out to College Board Cus-
tomer Service by November 19, 
2025, to indicate the school’s in-
tent (“yes” or “no”). 

• Phone: 866-870-3127 
(Option 1) 

• Email: michiganadministra-
torsupport@collegeboard. 
org 

Schools that do not meet au-
to-establishment and do not in-
dicate intent will not be set up 
for Spring 2026 testing. 

Nonpublic Schools 
All nonpublic schools must in-
dicate their intent each year by 
responding to the Intent to Test 
email (sent October 27, 2025). A 
nonpublic school that admin-
isters the SAT with Essay must 
also administer all parts of the 
Michigan Merit Examination 
(WIN Work Readiness Assess-
ments and M-STEP, in addition 
to the SAT with Essay).  

Nonpublic schools that adminis-
ter PSAT 8/9 (grade 8) must also 
administer the M-STEP. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 
Select Option 2, then Option 3 

Introduction to WIN Learning Webinar 

WIN Learning hosted webinars this week to provide an introduction to WIN and the Work Readiness 
Assessments. The webinars covered the following information: 

• An overview of the Work Ready Math, Work Ready Reading, and Work Ready Data assessments  
• A walk-through of the online testing portal 
• Demonstrations of how to administer assessments, view student performance data, and print Individ-

ual Score Reports and credentials 
• A view of the student dashboard in the online portal to show what students will see on testing day  
• Resources available to administrators to prepare for testing 

A recording of the webinar will be available next week for those who were unable to attend one of the 
sessions. 

The PowerPoint slides from the webinar can be viewed here (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/me-
dia/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/Intro-to-WIN-Learning-and-the-WIN-Work-Readiness-Assess-
ments-102025.pdf). 

Additional training webinars and offce hours will be held in the coming months to provide more details 
about test preparation. Those training dates will be announced soon. 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
Michigan Data Hub Benchmark 
Reporting Requirements Webinar  

Thursday, October 23, 2025, | 1:00-2:00 p.m.  

The Michigan DataHub will co-facilitate this pre-
sentation with members of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education (MDE), covering important in-
formation educators and testing staff need to be 
aware of for this year’s assessment reporting cycle. 

Register here: 2025-26 Benchmark Assessment 
Webinar Registration link (https://midatahub. 
zoom.us/meeting/register/s1vDmlwNSxm-BAB5f-
d5L3g#/registration) 

Michigan Educational Research 
Association Announces Fall 2025 
Conference 

November 24-25, 2025 | Bavarian Inn Lodge, 
Frankenmuth 

Registration is now open for the Mich-
igan Educational Research Associ-
ation (MERA) Fall 2025 Conference, 
set for November 24–25 at the Bavar-
ian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. Centered on the 
theme “AI and Beyond: Data, Policy, and Practice in 
Education,” the event will bring together edu-
cators, researchers, and policymakers to explore 
the impact of artifcial intelligence, data use, and 
ethical research in education. Attendees will gain 
insights into innovative practices that advance 
teaching, learning, and policy development across 
Michigan. 

Read the full article (https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG) in the 
Spotlight newsletter - October 9 issue, page 10. 

Join Education Leaders at the 
2026 Michigan School Testing 
Conference 

February 10–12, 2026 | Sheraton Hotel, Ann Arbor 

Education leaders are invited to attend 
the 2026 Michigan School Testing Con-
ference (MSTC), taking place February 
10–12, 2026, at the Ann Arbor Sheraton 
Hotel. The three-day event will feature preconfer-
ence workshops, 37 clinic sessions, and keynote 
presentations from Dr. Carla Evans, Andy Middle-
stead, and Dr. Steve Sirici. Participants will explore 
equitable assessment practices, stay informed on 
Michigan Department of Education updates, and 
prepare for spring state testing. Early registration 
and hotel details are available online. 

Read the full article (https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG) in the 
Spotlight newsletter - October 9 issue, page 11. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
OCTOBER 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessment — Fall Test Administration 
Window 

Friday, 
October 24, 2025 

Ongoing M-STEP, WIDA ACCESS, SAT with Essay, 
PSAT-related assessments, WIN Work 
Readiness, MI-Access Online Waiver Window 
— request waiver to administer paper/pencil 
testing 

Friday, 
November 14, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 

Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle I — 
Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
December 12, 2025 

Monday, 
October 27, 2025 

SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9 Intent to 
Test Window 
Schools that do not meet the auto-establish-
ment criteria can indicate their intent to 
participate in the required Spring 2026 admin-
istrations 

Wednesday, 
November 19, 2025 
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REMINDERS 
Online Waiver Request Now Open through 
November 14, 2025 

Applies to M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-related assessments, 
WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and MI-Access 

The Michigan Department of Education has opened 
the Online Test Administration Waiver Request window 
through November 14, 2025, in the Offce of Education-
al Assessment and Accountability Secure Site (www. 
michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). While all schools are expected to admin-
ister Spring 2026 assessments online—including M-STEP, SAT with 
Essay, PSAT-related tests, WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and 
MI-Access—schools lacking reliable internet access, juvenile justice 
facilities, and certain center-based special education programs may 
request approval to administer paper/pencil tests instead. Instruc-
tions and resources are available in the Online Waiver Request doc-
ument (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Secure-Site-Training/Online-Waiver-Request.pdf) on the 
Secure Site Training web page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 

Read the full article (https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG) in the Spotlight 
newsletter - October 9 issue, page 13. 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Oct 16, 2025 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

MERA Michgan Educational Research 
Association 

MSTC Michigan School Testing Conference 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option): 

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills tests 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 11 
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