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Onaway Elementary fourth grader students test paper airplanes they designed to explore drag, lift, gravity, and thrust. 
The goal: fy 10 feet carrying the most “cargo” in coins. Winners kept their cargo. Photo credit: Viki Kaszonyi, Onaway 
Elementary School, Onaway Area Community Schools 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

Show Off Your Fall Festivities 
Homecoming, spirit week, pumpkin decorating—fall is full of moments worth 
celebrating, and we want to feature yours in the Spotlight newsletter! 
To submit your photo(s): 
1. Ensure you have permission to share (check your school/district’s policy)  
2. Add a short caption (max 200 characters)  
3. Include a photo credit (or we’ll credit your school or district)  
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 
Let’s capture the spirit of the season—send us your photo today and help us 
celebrate the vibrant life and learning of Michigan schools! 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Spotlight%20newsletter%20cover%20photo%28s%29%21
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NEWS INFO 
Now Available: Excel Spreadsheet of 
Combined Lists of Important Dates 

For M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 
8/9, WIN Work Readiness, MI-Access, Early 
Literacy and Mathematics, and WIDA 

The Offce of Educational 
Assessment and Accountabil-
ity has made the 2025-2026 
Microsoft Excel fle of the Lists 
of Important Dates document available on 
the Assessment Calendars web page (www. 
michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assess-
ment/assessment-calendars). Spreadsheet 
users will be able to flter and sort the fle for 
a comprehensive picture of the assessments 
for which they are responsible.  

Downloadable PDF versions of the lists of im-
portant dates for the Michigan assessments 
were previously  made available. 

The important date lists include key 
test administration dates, encompass-
ing before-, during-, and after-test ad-
ministration tasks for these assessments: 

• M-STEP  
• MI-Access  
• Early Literacy and Mathematics Bench-

mark Assessments  
• SAT with Essay  
•  PSAT 10  
• PSAT 8/9 for grade 9  
• PSAT 8/9 for grade 8  
• WIN Work Readiness 
• WIDA   

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/assessment-calendars
https://michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assess
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NEWS INFO 
Benchmark Assessments Updates 

Public Act 15 of 2025 Section 104h (page 110) (https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/pub-
licact/pdf/2025-PA-0015.pdf) was signed into law on October 7, 2025. The law renews funding for districts 
to implement benchmark assessments in the 2025-26 school year with no substantive changes from last 
year. 

Key provisions of the law include: 

• Districts are required to administer benchmark assessments to all K-8 students to measure 
profciency in reading and mathematics. 

• Benchmark assessments are to be administered in the frst nine weeks of school and again in the 
last marking period of the school year. 

• Assessment results must be shared with parents and legal guardians within 30 days of test 
administration. 

• Districts administering assessments from the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) approved 
list must report assessment results and mode of instruction to the Michigan Data Hub (https://www. 
midatahub.org/) within 30 days of test administration each fall and spring. 

Approved Assessments Funding Eligibility 

Curriculum i-Ready Eligible for funding 

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmarks (K-2) Available at no cost to district 

NWEA Map Eligible for funding 

Renaissance Star Eligible for funding 

Smarter Balanced Interims (grades 3-8) Available at no cost to district 

In addition to the benchmark assessments available on the MDE-approved list, districts may choose to 
administer local benchmark assessments or other benchmark assessments with progress monitoring 
tools. These assessments are not eligible for funding. 

• The law provides $11.5 million in funding to be evenly divided per membership student in grades K-8 
for each eligible district as noted in the table above. 

• Districts must complete the NexSys Benchmark Reporting and Funding Application by the 
designated deadline to be eligible for funding. 

continues on page 4 3 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/publicact/pdf/2025-PA-0015.pdf
https://www.midatahub.org/
https://midatahub.org
https://www
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/pub
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NEWS INFO 
• Important dates and deadlines for districts administering benchmark assessments from the 

MDE-approved list include: 

Task Date 

Administer fall benchmark assessments Within the frst 9 weeks of school 

Report fall assessment and mode of instruction 
results to the Michigan Data Hub 

Within 30 days of test administration and no later 
than December 19, 2025 

Complete the Benchmark Reporting and Funding 
Application in NextSys 

To be determined: The application will be available 
in early 2026 — monitor the Spotlight newsletter 
for updates 

Administer spring benchmark assessments Within last marking period 

Report spring assessment and mode of 
instruction results to the Michigan Data Hub 

Within 30 days of test administration and no later 
than June 12, 2026 

For complete details, including information on how to make reporting submissions to the Michigan 
Data Hub and request funding, see the updated Benchmark Assessment Fact Sheet and Frequent-
ly Asked Questions document (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf), which is posted on the 
Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) Benchmark Assessments web page (www. 
michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments). 

Reminder: Last week, MDE and the Michigan Data Hub hosted a webinar for technical staff who will be 
responsible for reporting benchmark assessment and mode of instruction data to the Michigan Data 
Hub. The recording and slide deck of the webinar are posted to the Michigan Data Hub Training web 
page (https://www.midatahub.org/support/trainings/).  
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments
https://www.midatahub.org/support/trainings/
https://www.midatahub.org/support/trainings/
https://www.midatahub.org/support/trainings
https://michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA
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NEWS INFO 
Help Shape the Future of the 
Spotlight Newsletter 

The Michigan Department of Ed-
ucation’s Offce of Educational As-
sessment and Accountability (OEAA) 
invites Michigan educators to share 
their feedback in the online Spotlight Readership 
Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N7L-
JK2L). Your input will help the OEAA improve how 
the Spotlight weekly newsletter serves educators 
across the state. 

The survey will gather insights on how read-
ers use the Spotlight, including the timing, con-
tent, and organization of each issue. By sharing 
your experiences and preferences, you can help 
shape future editions to ensure the newsletter 
remains a valuable and easy-to-use resource for 
important assessment and accountability updates. 

Take the Spotlight Readership Survey here 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N7LJK2L) 

It will take approximately 5-7 minutes for partic-
ipants to complete and submit the Readership 
Survey. The survey will remain open through Friday, 
November 14, 2025. 

We appreciate your time and thoughtful feedback 
as we work to ensure the Spotlight meets the needs 
of Michigan’s schools and districts. 

Michigan School Index Reports 
and Accountability Datafles 
Coming Next Week 

Next week, embargoed 2024-25 Michigan School 
Index reports and accountability datafles will be 
made available for authorized users of MI School 
Data (www.mischooldata.org) to preview before 
public release. Select ISD, district, and school con-
tacts will be notifed by targeted email once the 
2024-25 reports and fles open for preview. 

To preview reports and data, users will need to log 
into MI School Data and possess an appropriate 
access level. It is highly recommended that school 
and district staff verify or obtain appropriate access 
to MI School Data beforehand to ensure access is-
sues are not encountered during the preview win-
dow. 

Information on how to access school index re-
ports and accountability datafles on MI School 
Data can be found in the Accountability Access 
and Preview Instructions (https://www.michigan. 
gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
Accountability/Index/Accountability_Access_and_ 
Preview_Instructions.pdf). This includes help for 
obtaining appropriate access to MI School Data if 
you do not already have such privileges. 

Additionally, informational guides and oth-
er helpful resources for the 2024-25 school year 
accountability results  are available here (www. 
mi.gov/mde-schoolindex) . Questions about School 
Index can be emailed to mde-accountability@ 
michigan.gov. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Michigan Intent to Test 
Window is Open 

The Intent to Test window for 
the Michigan-provided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 
opened October 27, 2025, and 
closes November 19, 2025. 

During this period, schools 
that did not meet auto-estab-
lishment criteria can indicate 
their intent to participate in the 
Spring 2026 administrations. 

Please see the Spotlight news-
letter - October 9 issue (https:// 
bit.ly/46VJ3zG) for details, in-
cluding the auto-establishment 
criteria. 

Important Dates 

Item Date(s) Description 

NEXT WEEK! Thursday, Register here 
District Test November 6, (https://collegeboard.zoom.us/ 
Coordinator 2025 webinar/register/WN_XDRx-
Orientation 10:00-11:00 a.m. 6g8nSLaGU2aGjIlVYw). 
(Webinar) 

COMING SOON! Friday, Please see the Spotlight -
Online Waiver November 14, September 25 issue 
Request Deadline 2025 (https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4) for 

details regarding online waiver 
categories and guidelines for 
approved waivers. 

Intent to Test 
Window Closes 

Wednesday, 
November 19, 

2025 

Please see the Spotlight -
October 9 issue (https://bit. 
ly/46VJ3zG) for details. 

Interactive Checklist 
Available 

Monday, 
December 1, 

2025 

An invitation will be emailed 
to school test coordinators for 
this optional online tool to keep 
track of and request one-click 
assistance with critical tasks for 
Spring 2026 testing. 

2025-26 Training Various dates Click here (https://www.michi-
Events for School December gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 
Testing Personnel through March Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/ 

SAT-Suite/College-Board-We-
binars-for-MDE-Spring-Imple-
mentation.pdf) for webinar 
details, including titles, dates, 
intended audience, and 
registration links. 

Services for Wednesday, Deadline to submit all known 
Students with February 18, accommodations in SSD 
Disabilities 2026 Online, to ensure they are 
Accommodations processed and available well 
Request Deadline in advance of testing and that 

new students/accommodations 
identifed after the deadline 
can be prioritized. 

Student Rosters Wednesday, Schools can confrm the 
Available in the State February 18, accuracy of their student 
Data Management 2026 roster in SDMS and begin to 
System (SDMS) and prepare rooms in Test Day 
Test Day Toolkit Toolkit, assigning students and 

staff to those rooms, as well as 
access test ticket information 
to facilitate student readiness 
checks and practice tests. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Online Waiver Requests 
for SAT with Essay and 
PSAT-Related 
Assessments 

Requests for waivers from online 
testing for the Michigan-provid-
ed SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and 
PSAT 8/9 must be submitted by 
authorized users in the Offce of 
Educational Assessment and Ac-
countability (OEAA) Secure Site 
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se-
cure) by Friday, November 14, 
2025. 

See the Spotlight newsletter -  
September 25 issue (https://bit. 
ly/4mLo0o4) for details regard-
ing online waiver categories and 
guidelines for approved waivers. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 
Select Option 2, then Option 3 

WIN Training Schedule Available Now 

The WIN Webinar Schedule (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/MME/WIN-Webinar-Schedule-and-Links.pdf) and registration links are posted to the 
Michigan Merit Exam (MME) web page (www.michigan.gov/mme).  

WIN Offce Hours Presentation Available Now 

The frst online WIN Offce Hours were held on Tuesday, October 28, 2025. A presentation 
used during the event is available as a PDF document: WIN Offce hours 1 presentation 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/Offce-Hours-
1WIN-Quick-Review.pdf). This is available on the MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme). 
Note: Recordings of Offce Hours events are not available. 

The presentation includes introductory information as well as several slides that show the student dash-
board and tutorials that are available to students. 

The next WIN Offce Hours event is scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 
To join the meeting, select this link (https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/24353499998645?p=7g2N-
PiGATWF4zyX9Ts). Registration is not required for Offce Hours. 

WIN Technology Specifcations Document Available Now 

The WIN Technology Specifcations document (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WINCRS_Tech_Specs_MI.pdf) provides important informa-
tion about the browser, operating system, storage requirements, and much more! Please be 
sure to share this link and document with your Technology Coordinators. 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 
Select Option 2, then Option 3 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Earlier this month, WIN Learning hosted introductory webinars to provide an overview of the new Work 
Readiness Assessments and the online testing portal. The presentation (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/Intro-to-WIN-Learning-and-the-WIN-Work-Readiness-Assess-
ments-102025.pdf) and video (https://winlearning.wistia.com/medias/rzm4tnfwy0) are available on the 
MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme). 

Frequently asked questions received during and after that webinar are answered below: 

Q: What is new about the Michigan Merit Exam starting in Spring 2026? 
A: Beginning in Spring 2026, WIN Learning’s Work Readiness Assessments is one of the three required 
components of the Michigan Merit Exam (MME). These are the only work skills assessments required in 
the MME. The WIN Work Readiness Assessments will be administered primarily online, with paper/pencil 
tests available based on need. 

Q: What are the components of the WIN Learning Work Readiness Assessments? 
A: The assessments include three components: 
• Work Ready Math 
• Work Ready Reading 
• Work Ready Data 

Q: When is the testing window for the Spring 2026 Work Readiness Assessments? 
A: The testing window is April 6 to May 1, 2026. Schools may test students on any school day during 
school hours within this window. Makeup tests can also be administered on any school day during the 
window. 

Q: How much time is allotted for each assessment? 
A: Each assessment is allotted 60 minutes. 

Q: Can the WIN assessments be administered in any order? 
A: Yes, assessments can be given in any orde on school days within the test administration window. For 
example, you may choose to administer the Work Ready Data component frst. 

Q: Do all three assessments have to be given on the same day? 
A: No, there is no requirement for all three assessments be administered on the same day. All three 
assessments — Work Ready Reading, Work Ready Math, and Work Ready Data — must be completed to 
be eligible for the Work Readiness Certifcate. 

continues on page 9 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 
Select Option 2, then Option 3 

Frequently Asked Questions (continued) 

Q: Is there a required break? If so, how long? 
A: Breaks are optional and at the discretion of local testing staff. 

Q: In which languages are the assessments available? 
A: The assessments are available in English and Spanish. 

Q: How are the assessments scored? 
A: Assessments are scored on a scale of Levels 1 through 5. 

Q: Is there an Establishment process for the Work Readiness Assessments? 
A: There is no Establishment process for these assessments. 

Q: Is there an approval process for accommodations for the WIN Work Readiness assessments? 
A: No. There is no review or approval process for accommodations for the WIN Work Readiness assess-
ments. Accommodations can be assigned in the Career Readiness System (CRS) by test coordinators 
based on student needs and Individualized Education Program/504 plans. Additional information about 
available accommodations will be released in the coming weeks.  

Q: How are students identifed for the Work Readiness Assessments? 
A: Students will be pre-identifed for testing in January based on their enrollment in the Michigan 
Student Data System. For questions about pre-identifcation, contact the Offce of Educational Assess-
ment and Accountability. See page 15 of this Spotlight fo OEAA contact information. 

10 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
Boost Regional Capacity for Balanced 
Assessment 

Empower your Intermediate School District/ 
Educational Service Agency consultants to lead 
assessment transformation 

The Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) is 
offering an exciting professional learning opportu-
nity designed specifcally for Intermerdiate School 
District (ISD) and Educational Service Agency (ESA) 
consultants: the Achieving Balance in Classroom 
Assessment (ABCA) program. 

This dynamic, two-year learning and implementa-
tion experience builds deep expertise in balanced 
assessment practices — equipping consultants 
to guide local systems in using those practices to 
enhance teaching and learning. 

The frst session begins Wednesday, November 
12, 2025, so groups are encouraged to register as 
soon as possible to secure their spot. 

Why Participate? 
Through ABCA, your consultants will gain practi-
cal tools, proven strategies, and valuable insights 
to help districts implement high-quality, balanced 
assessment systems that blend formative and 
summative practices. This work directly supports 
Michigan’s broader efforts to improve instruction, 
foster student agency, and advance equity for all 
learners. 

Program Highlights 
• Expert-led virtual sessions (November 2025– 

May 2026) 
• Optional Year 2 facilitation role supporting 

local district implementation 
• Ready-to-use tools and materials, plus col-

laborative “Huddle” sessions for peer learning 
• Integration guidance to align new learning 

with existing ISD/ESA initiatives 

Why Invest in ABCA? 
By sending a team to ABCA, you’ll strengthen your 
region’s capacity to drive sustainable assessment 
reform. Participants return ready to help districts 
build classroom assessment systems that: 
• inform instruction 
• engage and empower students 
• foster continuous improvement 

Cost 

• $2,000 per team (up to 5 participants) 
• $3,500 per team (6–10 participants) 
(Teams may include consultants from multiple 
ISDs/ESAs.) 

Spots are limited—register your team today! 
Register Here (https://www.michiganassessment-
consortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-class-
room-assessment-isd-esa-2025-2027/) 

For more information, check the ABCA ISD/ESA 
session schedule (https://www.michiganassess-
mentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/AB-
CA-ISD-2025_fyer_schedule.pdf) 

Questions? 
Send an email to Dr. Ellen Vorenkamp 
(evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium. 
org) 
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https://mentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/AB
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
Michigan Educational Research 
Association Announces Fall 2025 
Conference 

November 24-25, 2025 | Bavarian Inn Lodge, 
Frankenmuth 

The Michigan Educational Research Asso-
ciation (MERA) Fall 2025 Conference is No-
vember 24–25 at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in 
Frankenmuth. Centered on the theme “AI 
and Beyond: Data, Policy, and Practice in 
Education,” the event will bring together edu-
cators, researchers, and policymakers to explore 
the impact of artifcial intelligence, data use, and 
ethical research in education. Attendees will gain 
insights into innovative practices that advance 
teaching, learning, and policy development across 
Michigan. 

Read the full article (https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG) in the 
Spotlight newsletter - October 9 issue, page 10. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
OCTOBER 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Ongoing M-STEP, WIDA ACCESS, SAT with Essay, 
PSAT-related assessments, WIN Work 
Readiness, MI-Access Online Waiver Window 
— Request waiver to administer paper/pencil 
testing 

Friday, 
November 14, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 

Ongoing SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9 Intent to 
Test Window 
— Schools that do not meet the auto-
establishment criteria can indicate their intent 
to participate in the required Spring 2026 
administrations 

Wednesday, 
November 19, 2025 

Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle I 
— Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
December 12, 2025 

Ongoing K-8 Benchmark Assessment System 
Implementation 
— report assessment results and mode of in-
struction data for benchmark assessments on 
the MDE Approved List to the Michigan Data-
Hub 

Friday, 
December 19, 2025 

13 
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REMINDERS 
Online Waiver Request Open through 
November 14, 2025 

Applies to M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-related assessments, 
WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and MI-Access 

The Michigan Department of Education has opened the Online Test 
Administration Waiver Request window through November 14, 
2025, in the Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability 
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 

While all schools are expected to administer Spring 2026 assess-
ments online—including M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-related tests, 
WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and MI-Access—schools lack-
ing reliable internet access, juvenile justice facilities, and certain 
center-based special education programs may request approval 
to administer paper/pencil tests instead. Instructions and resourc-
es are available in the Online Waiver Request document (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
Secure-Site-Training/Online-Waiver-Request.pdf) on the Secure 
Site Training web page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 

Read the full article (https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG) in the Spotlight 
newsletter - October 9 issue, page 13. 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Oct 30, 2025 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

MAC Michigan Assessment Consortium SSD Services for Students with 
Disabilities 

MSTC Michigan School Testing Conference SDMS State Data Management System 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option): 

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 15 
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