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Learning is buzzing at Lapeer Community Schools, where students explore beekeeping and other
outdoor education courses that bring science to life. Photo credit: Lapeer Community Schools

We Want to See Your Best Back-to-School Photos!
M I ( : H I ( iﬁN Help us shine a Spotlight on your school or district by sharing your favorite
5 ‘o back-to-school moments. Here's how to send us your photo:
epartment P
ofEducatlon 1. ?”ztliiecizrso%%;)have permission to share the photo (check your school/
2. Add a short caption (up to 200 characters)
3. Include a photo credit (or we'll credit your school or district)

Click here to subscribe tothe |, £y5i| everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov.
Spotlight. Let's celebrate the new school year together—send us your photo today!

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT

Enjoying this newsletter?



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Back-tp-School%20Photos
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Reminder: Online Testing Waiver
Window Closes November 14, 2025

All Michigan schools are expect-
ed to administer the Spring 2026
M-STEP,
al Independence, SAT with Es-

say, PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, WIN Work Readiness
Assessments, and WIDA ACCESS for ELLs
assessments online.

MI-Access Function-

If your school cannot administer one or
more of these assessments online, you
must request an online waiver through
the Office of Educational Assessment and
Accountability Secure Site (www.michigan.
gov/oeaa-secure) by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, No-
vember 14, 2025.

For additional information on the Online
Waiver Request process, refer to the Spot-
light article “Online Testing Waiver Window
Open October 6 — November 14, 2025" (page
13) in the Spotlight newsletter - September 25
edition (https:/bit.ly/4mLo0o4)



http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
www.michigan
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EMBARGOED 2024-25 School Index
Reports and Datafiles Now Available for

Preview on Ml School Data
u i]

(www.mischooldata.org). Schools have a courtesy

Embargoed 2024-25 Michigan School
Index accountability reports and data-
files are now available for preview to
authorized users at M| School Data

window of 10 weekdays to review accountability re-
sults before their public release.

+ Preview Window: Monday, November 3 - Fri-
day, November 14, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.

« Public Release: Accountability results will be
publicly released on MI School Data shortly
after the preview window closes. Embargoed
results must not be shared until the public
release occurs on M| School Data.

To get started, review the Resource Toolkit

(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Ac-
countability_Preview_Window_Resource_Tool-
kit.pdf) for the 2024-25 School
window.

Index preview

Supporting materials for the School Index are de-
scribed and linked in the toolkit. These resources
are also available on the School Index Resources

web page (www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex).

Accessing Reports and Files

To access School Index reports:

1. Navigate to the K-12 Grade menu

2. Select the School Accountability submenu
3. Click School Index

To access accountability datafiles:

1. Navigate to the K-12 Grade menu

2. Select the School Accountability submenu
3. Click Accountability Downloads
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Please refer to Accountability Access and Preview

(https:/Mmvww.michigan.gov/mde/-/
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountabil-
ity/Index/Accountability_Access_and_Preview_In-

Instructions

structions.pdf) for help on obtaining appropriate
access to Ml School Data if you do not already have
such privileges.

School Index Q&A Sessions

There are two remaining optional and informal
question and answer (Q&A) sessions that being
held during the preview window. A brief update on
the 2024-25 School Index results will be provided,
followed by the opportunity for questions. Office
hours will last up to one hour or until all content
and questions are covered. Use the links below at
the time of the event to join or download the event
to your calendar.

« Thursday, November 6, 2025, 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Download the event to your calendar (.ics file)

Click here to join the meeting
Call in (audio only): +1 248-509-
0316,,279963415#

«  Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 1:00-2:00
p-m.
Download the event to your calendar (.ics file)

Click here to join the meeting
Call in (audio only): +1 248-509-
0316,,783552775#

Questions about the Michigan School Index can
be emailed to mde-accountability@michigan.gov

or you may call 877-560-8378, choose option 1and
ask to speak to Accountability Staff.


http://www.mischooldata.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountability_Preview_Window_Resource_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
http://www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountability_Access_and_Preview_Instructions.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountability_Access_and_Preview_Instructions.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Meetings/School-Index-Office-Hours---Session-2.ics
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_Zjg2OWNjYTItMzFkMi00ZjBlLWE4N2MtMTc3ZWNjNzVhYmY3%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-892ef47225d1%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522ca6951cb-3f0c-46c4-b45e-0209c7a4a4f2%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CGleasonM%40michigan.gov%7C696e18c140da4b1a523408de0b474d20%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638960598025661919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l9tlTQag75UBodj2EswFTMjiOq0wDIoYgeCN8y%2B%2BhI8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Meetings/School-Index-Office-Hours---Session-3.ics
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MWVlNmUxNDMtMjhmZi00OTkwLTkwZmMtYzZhNjk5ODI3ODI1%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-892ef47225d1%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522ca6951cb-3f0c-46c4-b45e-0209c7a4a4f2%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CGleasonM%40michigan.gov%7Cb981ac7e4f134d265abc08de0b474eba%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638960598040452320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kfqCrc%2Bvqqtg50WDkoP6Tx0wK4udBti%2FtcK84%2BOpBX0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mde-accountability%40michigan.gov%20?subject=Michigan%20School%20Index%20Support
https://www.michigan.gov/mde
www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project
www.mischooldata.org
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Now Available: Google Calendars of
Lists of Important Dates

For M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9,
MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics, and

WIDA Asessments
D<u ’

ant Dates available on the Assessment Cal-

The Office of Educational Assess-
ment and Accountability (OEAA)
the 2025-26 Google
calendars of the Lists of Import-

has made

endars  web page (https://mwww.michigan.gov/

mde/services/student-assessment/assess-
ment-calendars) for the following assessments:

M-STEP

SAT with Essay

PSAT 10

PSAT 8/9 for grade 9

PSAT 8/9 for grade 8

WIDA

MI-Access

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessments

The Google calendar for WIN Work Readiness
will be available soon. Please watch the Spotlight
newsletter for details.

The PDF and excel spreadsheet Lists of Important
Dates were previously made available.

Benchmark Assessment Survey

Public Act 15 of 2025 Section 104h
(https://www.legislature.mi.gov/doc-
uments/2025-2026/publicact/pd-
/2025-PA-0015.pdf) (page 110) main-
tains the requirement that districts implement a

Benchmark Assessment System for the 2025-26
school year to measure proficiency in reading and
mathematics of all students in grades K to 8. Fund-
ing is provided for select benchmark assessments
from the Michigan Department of Education
(MDE) preferred provider list.

Refer to the 2025-26 Benchmark Assessment Fact
Sheet and FAQ document (https://mwww.michigan.
gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/
Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assess-
ments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf) for details.

Due to the delay in the budget process this year,
the NexSys application for districts seeking fund-
ing will be delayed into early 2026. To help MDE
and Michigan Data Hub plan for the required data
submissions and to better provide assistance if re-
guested, districts are asked to please complete this
short 4-question survey (https:/www.surveymon-
key.com/r/DZ8PLIP), no later than November 21,
2025.

Take the Benchmark Assessment Survey here

(https:/Mmvww.surveymonkey.com/r/DZ8PLIP)

Your participation in the survey is appreciated. Please

email mde-oeaa@michigan.gov with questions.



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/assessment-calendars
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/assessment-calendars
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/publicact/pdf/2025-PA-0015.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZ8PLJP
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZ8PLJP
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZ8PLJP
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Benchmark%20Assessment%20Survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZ8PLJP
https://key.com/r/DZ8PLJP
https://www.surveymon
https://www.michigan
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/doc
https://www.michigan.gov
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Demographic Reports Now Available To access your school/district demographic
for Early Literacy and Mathematics reports:

Benchmark Assessments Fall 2025 . Log in to the OEAA Secure Site
Administration (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure)

L Select Reports > Dynamic Score Reports
State, district, and school demo-

. - Choose the appropriate test cycle and assess-
graphic reports for the Fall 2025 Early
U ment

Literacy and Mathematics Bench- o o
Select the State, District (District Users only)

mark assessments are now available ]
or School Demographic Report from the re-

in the Dynamic Score Reporting Site through the

. . port menu
Office of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/

. For help navigating the Dynamic Score Report-
oeaa-secure). These reports provide aggregate-lev-

ing Site, refer to the Dynamic Score Reporting Site

el data to help educators analyze performance ) o
User Guide (https:/Mmwww.michigan.gov/mde/-/me-

dia/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/General/Dynam-
ic-Score-Reporting-Site-User-Guide.pdf ).

trends across various student groups.

These reports allow users to:
view performance by subgroups (such as
gender, ethnicity, economically disadvan-
taged, English learners, students with
disabilities)
compare mean scale scores and performance
level distributions across subgroups
drill down from school- to student-level
reports (where applicable)
export data to PDFs or CSV files for local
analysis and planning

Each report includes:
Number of Students Assessed
Mean Scale Score
Percentages at each Performance Level:
Demonstrates Mastery, Demonstrates Profi-
ciency, Needs Support
Subgroup Comparison Charts (for up to eight
selected groups)


http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/General/Dynamic-Score-Reporting-Site-User-Guide.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/General/Dynamic-Score-Reporting-Site-User-Guide.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/me
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.michigan.gov
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Should English Learners with
Disabilities Take the WIDA ACCESS for
ELLs or the WIDA Alternate

ACCESS for ELLs?

The Individualized Education Program (IEP) team
of a student with disabilities who is also an En-
glish learner (EL) makes the decision about which
summative assessment the student should take -
either the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs or the WIDA Al-
ternate ACCESS for ELLs.

When making this decision, the IEP team can fol-
low the WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Selection
Guidance (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/me-
dia/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assess-
ments/WIDA_Alternate_Access_for_ELLs.pdf).

The Office of Educational Assessment and
Accountability (OEAA) does not make this deci-
sion for educators. Also, OEAA does not pre-iden-
tify (Pre-ID) students to take the WIDA Alternate
ACCESS for ELLs if a student has taken the assess-

ment previously.

Educators should note that not all students with
disabilities who are also ELs should take the WIDA
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs. This assessment is spe-
cifically designed for ELs in grades K-12 who have
or function as if they have a significant cognitive
disability.

If the IEP team makes the decision that the WIDA
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs is the most appropriate
assessment for the student, then educators will
need to update the student’s Pre-ID record when
the Pre-ID window opens in the OEAA Secure Site
on December 10, 2025. Educators will have until
December 19 to update records for these students
if they wish to receive appropriate WIDA materials
on January 14, 2026.

6

WIDA Test Exceptions

The window for WIDA Test Exceptions will be
open December 10, 2025 - January 16, 2026 in the
OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se-

cure). During this window, educators may request
a waiver of specific domains of Spring 2026 WIDA
ACCESS for ELLs or the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
for students with specific disabilities. All test ex-
ceptions must be applied for on an annual basis
and approvals do not carry over from year to year.

For more information on WIDA Test Exceptions,
refer to the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate
ACCESS for ELLs Test Exceptions and False EL
Guidance document found on the WIDA web page

(www.michigan.gov/wida). Directions for submit-
ting WIDA Test Exceptions can be found on the

Secure Site Training web page (www.michigan.
gov/securesitetraining) under the Quick Refer-
ence section. For questions about how to submit
WIDA Exceptions, contact the OEAA Call Center
at 1-877-560-8378 (select Option 1) or email mde-
oeaa@michigan.gov.



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/WIDA_Alternate_Access_for_ELLs.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/WIDA_Alternate_Access_for_ELLs.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
http://www.michigan.gov/wida
http://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Support%20for%20WIDA%20Exceptions
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Support%20for%20WIDA%20Exceptions
www.michigan
www.michigan.gov/wida
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/me
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Michigan Intent to Test
Window is Open

The Intent to Test window for
the Michigan-provided SAT with
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9
opened October 27, 2025 and
closes November 19, 2025.

During this period, schools
that did not meet auto-estab-
lishment criteria can indicate
their intent to participate in the

Spring 2026 administrations.

Please see the Spotlight news-
letter - October 9 issue (https://
bit.ly/46V13zG) for details, in-
cluding the auto-establishment

criteria.

Important Dates

NEXT WEEK! Friday, Please see the Spotlight -
Online Waiver November 14, | September 25 issue
Request Deadline 2025 (https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4) for
details regarding online waiver
categories and guidelines for
approved waivers.
Intent to Test Wednesday, Please see the Spotlight -
Window Closes November 19, | October 9 issue (https://bit.
2025 ly/46V13zG) for details.
Interactive Checklist Monday, An invitation will be emailed
Available December 1, to school test coordinators for
2025 this optional online tool to keep

track of and request one-click
assistance with critical tasks for
Spring 2026 testing.

2025-26 Training
Events for School
Testing Personnel

Various dates
December
through March

Click here (https://www.michi-
gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/
SAT-Suite/College-Board-We-
binars-for-MDE-Spring-Imple-
mentation.pdf) for webinar
details, including titles, dates,
intended audience, and
registration links.

System (SDMS) and
Test Day Toolkit

Services for Wednesday, Deadline to submit all known
Students with February 18, accommodations in SSD
Disabilities (SSD) 2026 Online, to ensure they are
Accommodations processed and available well
Request Deadline in advance of testing and that
new students/accommodations
identified after the deadline
can be prioritized.
Student Rosters Wednesday, Schools can confirm the
Available in the State February 18, accuracy of their student
Data Management 2026 roster in SDMS and begin to

prepare rooms in Test Day
Toolkit, assigning students and
staff to those rooms, as well as
access test ticket information
to facilitate student readiness
checks and practice tests.

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG
https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG
https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/College-Board-Webinars-for-MDE-Spring-Implementation.pdf
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
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Online Waiver Requests
for SAT with Essay and
PSAT-Related
Assessments

Requests for waivers from online
testing for the Michigan-provid-
ed SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and
PSAT 8/9 must be submitted by
authorized users in the Office of
Educational Assessment and Ac-
countability (OEAA) Secure Site
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se-
cure) by Friday, November 14,
2025.

See the Spotlight newsletter -
September 25 issue (https:/bit.
ly/4mLoOo4) for details regard-
ing online waiver categories and

guidelines for approved waivers.

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://bit
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se
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WI N L E AR N I N G Need assistance with WIN Learning?

Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Call: 877-560-8378
I N FO Select Option 2, then Option 3

WIN Assessment Technology Resources

Technology Specifications

The WIN Work Readiness Assessments are accessed through the WIN
Career Readiness System, a secure online portal that houses all assessment
activities. WIN requires that all devices being used for testing must have the
Respondus Lockdown Browser downloaded prior to testing.

WIN provides instructions for downloading and setting up the lockdown
browser, aswell asa detailed technical specifications document (https:/Awww.
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WINCRS_
Tech_Specs_Ml.pdf) that lists the browser, operating system, bandwidth, and

storage requirements for all devices being used for testing.

Technology Checklist

In addition to the technical specifications and verification form, technology coordinators will also be pro-
vided with a Technology Checklist (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/
MME/20251007-WIN-Work-Readiness-Assessment-Checklist-for-Tech-Coordinators-(2).pdf) that outlines
technology-related tasks that must be completed before and during testing to ensure a smooth test

administration process.

Upcoming Training Opportunities

WIN will host pre-testing training sessions for technology coordinators to go through these processes in
detail on Thursday, November 13 at 10:00 a.m. Be sure to share the registration link (https://fevents.teams.
microsoft.com/event/f236eee3-84a5-4162-930f-fb4491b8d56e@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acabal747119)
with your Technology Coordinator(s).

A current list of scheduled WIN Work Readiness Webinars and Training Dates (https://Awww.michigan.gov/
mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Webinar-Schedule-and-Links.pdf) is available.



mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=WIN%20Learning%20support%20request
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WINCRS_Tech_Specs_MI.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/20251007-WIN-Work-Readiness-Assessment-Checklist-for-Tech-Coordinators-(2).pdf
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f236eee3-84a5-4f62-930f-fb4491b8d56e@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acaba1747119
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Webinar-Schedule-and-Links.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov
mailto:microsoft.com/event/f236eee3-84a5-4f62-930f-fb4491b8d56e@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acaba1747119
https://events.teams
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA
https://michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WINCRS
https://www
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Boost Regional Capacity for Balanced
Assessment

Empower your Intermediate School District/
Educational Service Agency consultants to lead
assessment transformation

The Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) is
offering an exciting professional learning opportu-
nity designed specifically for Intermerdiate School
District (ISD) and Educational Service Agency (ESA)
consultants: the Achieving Balance in Classroom
Assessment (ABCA) program.

This dynamic, two-year learning and implementa-
tion experience builds deep expertise in balanced
assessment practices — equipping consultants
to guide local systems in using those practices to
enhance teaching and learning.

The first session begins Wednesday, November
12, 2025 so groups are encouraged to register as
soon as possible to secure their spot.

Why Participate?

Through ABCA, your consultants will gain practi-
cal tools, proven strategies, and valuable insights
to help districts implement high-quality, balanced
assessment systems that blend formative and
summative practices. This work directly supports
Michigan’'s broader efforts to improve instruction,
foster student agency, and advance equity for all
learners.

Program Highlights

« Expert-led virtual sessions (November 2025~
May 2026)

« Optional Year 2 facilitation role supporting
local district implementation

« Ready-to-use tools and materials, plus col-
laborative “Huddle” sessions for peer learning

« Integration guidance to align new learning
with existing ISD/ESA initiatives
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Why Invest in ABCA?
By sending a team to ABCA, you'll strengthen your
region’s capacity to drive sustainable assessment
reform. Participants return ready to help districts
build classroom assessment systems that:

inform instruction

engage and empower students

foster continuous improvement

Cost

$2,000 per team (up to 5 participants)

$3,500 per team (6-10 participants)
(Teams may include consultants from multiple
ISDs/ESAs.)

Spots are limited—register your team today!
Register Here (https:/Mmwww.michiganassessment-
consortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-class-
room-assessment-isd-esa-2025-2027).

For more information, check the ABCA ISD/ESA
session

schedule (https://www.michiganassess-

mentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/AB-
CA-ISD-2025_flyer_schedule.pdf).

Questions?
Send an email to Dr. Ellen Vorenkamp

(evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.
org).


https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-assessment-isd-esa-2025-2027/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/ABCA-ISD-2025_flyer_schedule.pdf
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/ABCA-ISD-2025_flyer_schedule.pdf
mailto:evorenkamp%40michiganassessmentconsortium.org?subject=Achieving%20Balance%20in%20Classroom%20Assessment%20program
https://mentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/AB
https://www.michiganassess
https://consortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-class
https://www.michiganassessment
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES

Michigan Educational Research
Association Announces Fall 2025
Conference

NEWS |

November 24-25, 2025 | Bavarian Inn Lodge,
Frankenmuth

The Michigan Educational Research Association
(MERA) Fall 2025 Conference is November 24-25
at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. Cen-
tered on the theme “Al and Beyond: Data, Policy,
and Practice in Education,” the event will bring to-
gether educators, researchers, and policymakers
to explore the impact of artificial intelligence, data
use, and ethical research in education. Attendees
will gain insights into innovative practices that ad-
vance teaching, learning, and policy development
across Michigan.

Read the full article (https://bit.ly/46V3I3zGC) in the
Spotlight newsletter - October 9 issue, page 10.



https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG
https://bit.ly/46VJ3zG

LLEGE WIN ASSESSMENT IMPORTANT NTACT
NEWS | COLLEG TRAINING & o ReMiNDERs | CONTAC

BOARD LEARNING LITERACY |CONFERENCES DATES us

OCTOBER 2025
| strtpaste [ Assessment/event [  EndDate |
Ongoing M-STEP, WIDA ACCESS, SAT with Essay, Friday,
PSAT-related assessments, WIN Work November 14, 2025
Readiness, MI-Access Online Waiver Window 5:00 p.m.
— Request waiver to administer paper/pencil
testing
Ongoing SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9 Intent to Wednesday,
Test Window November 19, 2025

— Schools that do not meet the auto-
establishment criteria can indicate their intent
to participate in the required Spring 2026
administrations

Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle | Friday,
— Test Administration Window December 12, 2025
Ongoing K-8 Benchmark Assessment System Friday,
Implementation December 19, 2025

— Report assessment results and mode of
instruction data for benchmark assessments
on the MDE Approved List to the Michigan
DataHub
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REMINDERS

Help Shape the Future of the Spotlight Newsletter
Spotlight Readership Survey Open through November 14, 2025

The Michigan Department of Education’s Office of
Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) in-
vites Michigan educators to share their feedback in the

online Spotlight Readership Survey (https://www.sur-

veymonkey.com/r/N7LIK2L). Your input will help the OEAA improve
how the Spotlight weekly newsletter serves educators across the
state.

The survey will gather insights on how readers use the Spotlight,
including the timing, content, and organization of each issue.
By sharing your experiences and preferences, you can help shape
future editions to ensure the newsletter remains a valuable and
easy-to-use resource for important assessment and accountability
updates.

Take the Spotlight Readership Survey here (https:/www.survey-
monkey.com/r/N7LIK2L).

It will take approximately 5-7 minutes for participants to complete
and submit the Readership Survey. The survey will remain open
through Friday, November 14, 2025.

We appreciate your time and thoughtful feedback as we work to
ensure the Spotlight meets the needs of Michigan’'s schools and
districts.
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N7LJK2L
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N7LJK2L
https://monkey.com/r/N7LJK2L
https://www.survey
https://veymonkey.com/r/N7LJK2L
https://www.sur
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A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight

= = S

Michigan Assessment Consortium MSTC Michigan Schools Testing
Conference

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS

For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option):

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the

M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting

Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing:
Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Option 3 - administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4 - For all other calls
Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6 - To repeat these options

MICHIGRN

iEducation

Questions or Comments?
Contact MDE at:
Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378
Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa
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