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Share Your School or District’s Story with Spotlight! Help us shine a Spotlight on the great work happening in
schools and districts across Michigan. We're looking for photos that highlight points of pride, innovative or unique
programs, and student or staff achievements. See the instructions below to share your photos.

How to submit your photo:

M I CI I I GﬁN - Make sure you have permission to share the photo (check your school or
N district’s policy)

Department ) ) '
ofEducathn . Include a short cgptlon (u,p to ZQO characters)

Add a photo credit (or we'll credit your school or district)

Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov
From classroom moments to celebrations and milestones, we'd love to
Click here to subscribe to the | feature what makes your school or district special. Send us your photo and
Spotlight. help inspire others across the state!

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT

Enjoying this newsletter?



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov%20?subject=Spotlight%20photos
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Benchmark Data Submission
Deadline and Opening of the
Reporting and Funding Application

The Fall Benchmark Data Submission dead-
line is tomorrow, Friday, December 19, 2025.
Fall benchmark assessment
results and Mode of Instruc-

tion data must be received
by the Michigan Data Hub no
later than Friday, December 19, 2025. This
applies to districts administering one or more
of the following benchmark assessments:
Curriculum Associates i-Ready
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC)
provided Smarter Balanced Interim
Assessments
DRC-provided Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessments
NWEA Map
Renaissance Star

NexSys Benchmark Reporting and Funding
Application opening on January 5, 2026

The 2025-26 NexSys Benchmark Report-
ing and Funding application will open on
January 5, 2026 and will remain open
through January 30, 2026.

continues on page 3
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In addition to meeting the December 19 data
reporting deadline, schools seeking funding must
complete this application no later than January
30, 2026. The Michigan Department of Education
requests all districts complete the NexSys appli-
cation to ensure the most complete legislatively
required benchmark report can be produced.

Districts may use the NexSys to report on bench-
mark assessments and to apply for funding. The
current application is similar to last year’s applica-
tion with one major change: applicants are now
to complete preliminary budgets with estimated
allocations. Successful applicants will be asked to
modify and finalize their budgets with awarded
amounts.

For applicants who are new to NexSys, information
on how to get access is on the NexSys web page

(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/finan-
cial-management/grants/nexsys) or by contacting
MDE-NexSys-Applications@Michigan.gov.

Applicants who have questions about complet-
ing the NexSys application are asked to refer to
the step-by-step instructions in the Application
Job Aid (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/
Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assess-
ments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf).

Where to find additional information
For more information, th efollowing resources are
available:

Benchmark Assessment web page (https://

www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-as-
sessment/benchmark-assessments)

2025-26 Benchmark Assessments Fact Sheet
and Frequently Asked Questions 2025-26
Benchmark Assessments Fact Sheet and Fre-

quently Asked Questions (https:/Mwww.michi-

gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/
OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-
Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf)
Michigan Data Hub October 23, 2025 Webinar
slide deck and recording (https:/Mmwww.midata-

hub.org/support/trainings/)
December 12, 2025 Michigan DataHub News-
letter (https://myemaSil.constantcontact.

com/Michigan-DataHub-Newsletter-Decem-
ber-12--2025.htm|?s0id=1116163792946&aid=M-
M1ZU_c8tW4)

NexSys Guide to completing a Benchmark

Assessment Reporting and Funding Applica-

tion (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/
Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-As-
sessments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf)

NexSys web page (https:/www.michigan.gov/
mde/services/financial-management/grants/
nexsys)

We are here to help. Contact the Michigan Data
Hub about benchmark assessment results and
mode of instruction data submissions at www.mi-
servicedesk.com. Other questions can be directed

by email to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov.



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/financial-management/grants/nexsys
mailto:MDE-NexSys-Applications%40Michigan.gov?subject=Benchmark%20Data%20Submission%20support
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/benchmark-assessments
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.midatahub.org/support/trainings/
https://www.midatahub.org/support/trainings/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Michigan-DataHub-Newsletter-December-12--2025.html?soid=1116163792946&aid=MM1ZU_c8tW4
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Michigan-DataHub-Newsletter-December-12--2025.html?soid=1116163792946&aid=MM1ZU_c8tW4
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-App-Job-Aid-v2.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/financial-management/grants/nexsys
http://www.miservicedesk.com
http://www.miservicedesk.com
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Benchmark%20Assessment%20Results%20Reporting
https://www.michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media
https://myemaSil.constantcontact
https://hub.org/support/trainings
https://www.midata
https://gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde
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www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-as
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/finan
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Alternate INSIGHT Availability Request
Form Opening Soon for M-STEP and

Ml-Access

The M-STEP and MI-Access online testing engine,
INSIGHT, is available from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
on school days during the test administration
windows. However, some schools have regularly
scheduled instructional hours outside of this time-
frame and may need access to INSIGHT earlier in
the morning or later in the evening.

To request alternate testing hours availability,
assessment coordinators must complete the Al-
ternate INSIGHT Availability Request Form (https://
forms.office.com/g/53vDaenS8y) for the individual

testing locations.

The form is also available on both the M-STEP web
page (www.michigan.gov/imstep) and MI-Access
web page (www.michigan.gov/mi-access), under
the What's New and Current Assessment Admin-
istration sections.

INSIGHT availability will be scheduled based on the
entity information provided in each request form
to ensure appropriate access during the preferred
testing times.

Requests must be submitted between January
5 through the close of business on March 13,
2026. We encourage coordinators to submit their
request forms as early as possible to ensure IN-
SIGHT access during their preferred testing times.

Early Literacy and Mathematics
Benchmark Assessments Winter
2026 Test Window

The Winter 2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics
Benchmark Assessments testing window will be
open January 5 to February 6, 2026. Students
in grades K-2 who tested in Fall 2025 have been
automatically pre-identified to the Winter 2026
Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessment by the Office of Educational Assess-
ment and Accountability (OEAA).

1. Students who tested in Fall 2025 and will
test in Winter 2026 are pre-identified and will
be pulled into the DRC INSIGHT Portal to be
assigned to test sessions.
2. No action is necessary for students who
tested in the Fall 2025 administration but will
not test in the Winter 2026 administration.
While students will appear in the DRC IN-
SIGHT Portal because they were automatically
pre-identified for Winter 2026 testing, there is
no requirement to assign them to test ses-
sions in the DRC INSIGHT Portal.
a. Note: Some schools choose to create
a “Not Testing” test session and move
students into that session so they are not
included in the test sessions.
b. If the entire school not testing any
students for Winter 2026 Early Literacy
Benchmark assessments, no action is
necessary.
3. Students who did not test in the Fall 2025
administration must be pre-identified in
the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/
oeaa-secure) for testing in Winter 2026.

The Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Test Administration Manual (https://www.mich-
igan.gov/documents/mde/Early_Literacy_and_
Mathematics_TAM_663326_7.pdf ) and Online Test
Directions can be found on the Early Literacy and

Mathematics web page (https://www.michigan.
gov/earlylitandmath) under the Current Assess-
ment Administration section.



https://forms.office.com/g/53vDaenS8y
https://forms.office.com/g/53vDaenS8y
http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
http://www.michigan.gov/mi-access
http://www.michigan.gov/mi-access
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_TAM_663326_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_TAM_663326_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
https://www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
https://www.michigan
https://igan.gov/documents/mde/Early_Literacy_and
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2025-26 Annual Education Report
Preview Available

Embargoed 2025-26 Annual Education Reports
(AERs) are now available to authorized MI School
Data users at www.mischooldata.org. To review
AERs, authorized individuals will need to login to
M| School Data (www.mischooldata.org). Once
logged in, authorized users can access AERs by
navigating to the K-12 Grade menu, selecting the
School Accountability submenu and then click-
ing Annual Education Report. The preview win-
dow will end on January 12, 2026 when AERs will
be made publicly available.

AERs contain detailed data on accountability re-
sults, state-provided student assessment results,
educator qualification information, state results for
the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), and more. AERs generated from M| School
Data are prepopulated with required information
for the state, each local education agency (LEA),
and each school.

After AERs become publicly available, districts
and schools are required post to the district web-
site and disseminate to parents and communities
by February 20, 2026.

For complete information on the AERs, visit the
AER Resources web page (https:/www.michigan.
gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/
accountability/annual-education-report-aer).



http://www.mischooldata.org
http://www.mischooldata.org
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Spring SAT Suite Pre-ID
Window

The Michigan Department of
(MDE)
Pre-ldentification (Pre-ID) win-

Education’s student
dow for Spring SAT Suite testing
is January 5 — February 13, 2026.
Students’ Pre-ID is conducted
in MDE’'s Office of Educational
Assessment and Accountability
(OEAA) Secure Site (www.mich-
igan.gov/oeaa-secure).

Pre-ID for late-arriving students
and for other unforeseen chang-
es in student enrollment can be
completed from February 16 to
April 27 for standard online tes-
ters, and from February 16 to
April 23 for paper/pencil testers,
as well as for any online testers
approved for multi-day testing.

College Board will pull Pre-
ID data daily from the OEAA
Secure Site beginning on Febru-
ary 18 through April 28 for digi-
tal testers, and from February 18
through April 24 for paper/pencil
testers.

Student
pear in College Board's State
Data
(SDMS) one business day after

registrations will ap-

Management  System
any change in OEAA registration
data, and in the Test Day Toolkit
(TDTK) after two business days.

Access to College Board’s State

Data Management System and

Test Day Toolkit
Week of February 2: School
test coordinators will receive
access to Test Day Toolkit
February 19: District test
coordinators, school test
coordinators, and Services
for Students with Disabilities
(SSD) Coordinators will gain
access to SDMS.

SDMS and TDTK are systems
used by College Board to enroll
students in spring school day
testing and to provide access to
student tests in Bluebook.

College Board receives Pre-ID
data from the OEAA Secure
Site to register students in the
SDMS. Schools will use students
who are registered in SDMS to
populate students testing in
TDTK. Once students are popu-
lated in TDTK, student test tick-
ets will be available in the TDTK
Roster (available  beginning
February 20, 2026) and tests are
generated in Bluebook.

Data from SDMS also integrates
with accommodations from SSD
Online (Services for Students
with  Disabilities).
accommodations in SSD Online

Approved

are viewable in the student re-
cord in SDMS.
Test staff will be notified via
email about their access to each
application. Educators can also
access these systems from their
College Board educator account.

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://igan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.mich
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Important Dates

2025-26 Training
Events for School
Testing Personnel

Various dates
January
through March

Click here (https://mwww.michi-
gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/
SAT-Suite/College-Board-We-
binars-for-MDE-Spring-Imple-
mentation.pdf) for webinar
details, including titles, dates,
intended audience, and
registration links.

System (SDMS) and
Test Day Toolkit

Services for Students Wednesday, Register here (https://college-

with Disabilities and | January 14, 2026 | board.zoom.us/webinar/register/

Accommodations 10:00 a.m. - WN_fUIX50F2REmseEBdTbuR-

Webinar 12:00 p.m. rQ#/registration)

Services for Wednesday, Deadline to submit all known

Students with February 18, accommodations in SSD

Disabilities (SSD) 2026 Onling, to ensure they are

Accommodations processed and available well

Request Deadline in advance of testing and that
new students/accommodations
identified after the deadline
can be prioritized.

Student Rosters Wednesday, Schools can confirm the

Available in the State February 18, accuracy of their student

Data Management 2026 roster in SDMS and begin to

prepare rooms in Test Day
Toolkit, assigning students and
staff to those rooms, as well as
access test ticket information
to facilitate student readiness
checks and practice tests.

College Board Past
Webinar Materials

The recording and

presentation decks

from the following

webinars may be

accessed using the links below:
District Test Coordinator
Webinar
recording | deck

Services for Students with
Disabilities Training for the
Visually Impaired
recording | deck

School Test Coordinator
Webinar Part 1
recording | deck

Comparing and Contrasting
Text-to-Speech & Screen
reader Accommodations
recording | deck

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)

Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/College-Board-Webinars-for-MDE-Spring-Implementation.pdf
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmde%2FOEAA%2FMME%2FFINAL-Spring-26-MI-SAT-Coordinators-Workshop1.pdf%3Frev%3D64b1d1d56b7b43a88fd395586afb805a%26hash%3D51C4E01B544F5B9099A24D17811CE9C5&data=05%7C02%7CGohsP%40michigan.gov%7Ccf4d6c2b4f6e4e526d8808de3d931988%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639015899152906754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=STdPhL3sN%2BtR0JYz1qhCGEX8docp%2B3QzDcAteh4PJkQ%3D&reserved=0
https://collegeboard.zoom.us/rec/share/PKZ_pUEgyHxmXtYMhdCirs2IZmDH5_KUXYQhDEWFIL1xIbrED_1Jh1WlcLGDt4Eb.Veclavw4aMiwhpQ4?pwd=DOiBZEz-Q4ZTL-c6oAAAIgAAANVjTWZQghcHOXwLDKRZqwUO8Qc6jjQ6MBUeDhaH4yl0dWznLv_hk1J1aoQJutnM7Tx7MDAwMDA0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmde%2FOEAA%2FMME%2FFINAL-121126-MI-SAT-SSD-TTS-Workshop.pdf%3Frev%3Deb436bac600e43c4a787ac02a6588db8%26hash%3D3C06627846B8E4C572CFAB3EE8C3F91C&data=05%7C02%7CGohsP%40michigan.gov%7Ccf4d6c2b4f6e4e526d8808de3d931988%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639015899152875470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ov9Sbplrf6fsNbAhqtcFm1jKLKeCHi%2BRbpgWK7Fwvc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
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Services for Students
with Disabilities Online
Access and
Accommodations
Deadline

Please remem-
ber to ensure all
known accom-
modations are

accurate in the SSD Online by
February 18, 2026. Services for
Students with Disabilities Coor-
dinators are typically responsi-
ble for ensuring accommoda-
tions are accurate in SSD Online,
however, they may be assisted
by other appropriate personnel
at their school. Any school per-
sonnel supporting this to have
access to SSD Online. However,
coordinators must complete the
SSD Online Access form (https:/
app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
eb56b797c0eb64cf392fbebsd-

28edee4b)

For more details on these
activities, please see the sec-
tion “College Board Past Webi-

nars Materials” article on page 7

of this Spotlight regarding our
prior SSD sessions, as well as our
upcoming Services for Students
with Disabilities and Accommo-
dations Webinar on January 14,
2026.

Off-Site Testing Request
Form

If any students en-
rolled in your insti-
tution need to test
at a location other
than a school building (such as
a conference center, library, dis-
trict office), please submit an
Off-site Testing Form (www.sat.

org/offsiterequest) by March 2,
2026.

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/eb56b797c0e64cf392fbeb5d28edee4b
http://www.sat.org/offsiterequest
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form
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WI N L E AR N I N G Need assistance with WIN Learning?

Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Call: 877-560-8378
I N FO Select Option 2, then Option 3

Answers to your FAQs

We have received several common questions through online raining opportunities (https://www.mich-
igan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Webinar-Schedule-and-Links.pdf), Office
Hours (https://mwww.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Wednesday-Of-
fice-Hours-Schedule-and-Links.pdf), and email about the upcoming Work Readiness Assessments from

WIN Learning. The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability and WIN Learning have col-
lected these questions and provided responses in this FAQ document (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-FAQ.pdf).

The FAQ document provides answers to your questions about the assessment components, testing dates,
student Pre-ID, the testing process, student testing accommodations, and more.

If you have questions that have not been answered yet in this FAQ document, please feel free to contact
us at mde-oeaa@michigan.gov and we will add questions and answers to this document as we approach

the Test Administration.

Upcoming Training: WIN Work Readiness Test Administration Training for
Test Coordinators—Paper Testing Materials

To learn about test materials for WIN Learning's Work Readiness Test Administration for paper testing,
join our webinar at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, January 8, 2026.

Test Coordinators: Join this webinar to learn about paper-based test materials for WIN Learning’'s Work
Readiness assessments. You will hear from OEAA and WIN Learning team members about how to order
materials via the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) Secure Site (www.michi-
gan.gov/oeaa-secure), materials that need to be ordered and used for paper testing, deadlines for ordering
materials, and delivery ship dates.

Use this registration link (https://fevents.teams.microsoft.com/event/473095e2-5622-432a-8453
253c29d94075@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acabal747119) and you will receive an email with the link to
attend the webinar.

A presentation for this event will be posted before the training, and a recording will be provided after the
training on the Michigan Merit Exam web page (www.michigan.gov/mme).



mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=WIN%20Learning%20support%20request
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Webinar-Schedule-and-Links.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Wednesday-Office-Hours-Schedule-and-Links.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Wednesday-Office-Hours-Schedule-and-Links.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-FAQ.pdf
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=WIN%20Learning%20FAQ
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/473095e2-5622-432a-8453-253c29d94075@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acaba1747119
http://www.michigan.gov/mme
www.michigan.gov/mme
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/473095e2-5622-432a-8453
https://gan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.michi
https://www.michigan.gov/mde
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Wednesday-Of
https://igan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/WIN-Webinar-Schedule-and-Links.pdf
https://www.mich

COLLEGE
BOARD

WIN

LEARNING LITERACY

NEWS |

ASSESSMENT

IMPORTANT NTACT
TRAINING & o REMINDERs | CONTAC

CONFERENCES

DATES us

TRAINING & CONFERENCES

Join Education Leaders at the 2026
Michigan School Testing Conference

February 10-12, 2026 | Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel

The Michigan School Testing Conference (MSTC)
returns February 10-12, 2026, at the Ann Arbor
Sheraton Hotel! Educators, administrators, and
assessment professionals from across Michigan
will gather for three days of workshops, keynotes,
and clinic sessions focused on effective, equitable
assessment practices and preparation for spring

state testing.

Pre-conference Workshops

Tuesday, February 10

Choose from eight interactive sessions: six half-day
and two full-day workshops offered from 9:00 a.m.—
noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Main Conference

Wednesday & Thursday, February 11-12

Engage in 37 clinic sessions and hear from three

inspiring keynote speakers:

« Dr. Carla Evans, Associate Director,

The National Center for the Improvement of
Educational Assessment
(Wednesday morning)
+ Andy Middlestead, Director,
Michigan Department of Education,
Office of Educational Assessment and
Accountability
(Wednesday plated lunch)

« Dr. Steve Sirici, Distinguished University
Professor, University of Massachusetts
Amherst
(Thursday morning)
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Why Attend?
Stay current with the Michigan Department
of Education policies, requirements, and state
testing updates.
Strengthen your understanding of high-
quality, equitable assessment practices.
Learn instructional strategies that improve
teaching and learning outcomes.
Prepare effectively for spring state assess-
ments.

Registration & Hotel
Register for MSTC 2026
(https://gomasa.org/events/2026-michi-

gan-school-testing-conference/)

Reserve your room at the Ann Arbor Sheraton

(https://www.marriott.com/
event-reservations/reservation-link.
mMi?id=1757516831607&key=GRP&app=resvlink)

Don't miss this opportunity to learn, connect, and
collaborate with education leaders from across
Michigan.

Register early to secure your spot and take
advantage of discounted early-bird rates!


https://gomasa.org/events/2026-michigan-school-testing-conference/
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1757516831607&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com
https://gomasa.org/events/2026-michi
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DECEMBER 2025
Ongoing WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS Friday,
— Barcode Labels & Initial Material Order for December 19, 2025

Tier T (WIDA Alternate ACCESS), Braille,
Enlarged Print

Ongoing WIDA — Test Exception Window Friday,
January 16, 2026

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Friday,
Assessments — Pre-identification of Students February 6, 2026
in the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/
Oeaa-secure)

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Friday,
Assessments February 6, 2026
— DRC INSIGHT Portal available to Create/
Manage Online Test Sessions

Ongoing WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS Friday,
— Pre-ldentification April 3,2026
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JANUARY 2026

Monday,
January 5, 2026

2025-26 NexSys Benchmark Reporting and Fund-
ing — Application window open

Friday,
January 30, 2026

Monday,
January 5, 2026

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessments
— Winter Test Administration Window

Friday,
February 6, 2026

Monday,
January 5, 2026

M-STEP
— Initial Material Order Window by 5:00 p.m.
(paper/pencil testing)

Friday,
February 13, 2026

Monday,
January 5, 2026

M-STEP, WIN Work Readiness
— Pre-identification of students for preprinted bar-
code labels by 5:00 p.m. (paper/pencil testing)

Friday,
February 13, 2026

Monday,
January 5, 2026

MI-Access

— Pre-identification of students for preprinted
barcode labels by 5:00 p.m. (paper/pencil testing)
Expressing Ideas only

Friday,
February 13, 2026

Monday,
January 5, 2026

SAT, PSAT-Related
— Pre-identification of students by 5:00 p.m.

Friday,
February 13, 2026

Monday, SAT, PSAT-Related Friday,
January 5, 2026 — Pre-identification of late-arriving students - April 24,2026
paper/pencil and 2-day accommodation testing
by 11:59 p.m.
Monday, WIN Work Readiness Thursday,
January 5, 2026 — Pre-identification of students April 30, 2026
Monday, M-STEP Thursday,
January 5, 2026 — Pre-identification of students - online May 14, 2026
Monday, MIl-Access Thursday,
January 5, 2026 — Pre-identification of students. (online and papet/ May 21, 2026
pencil testing)
Tuesday, WIDA ACCESS Friday,
January 6, 2026 — WIDA AMS Test Setup Available April 3,2026
Thursday, WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS Monday,

January 22, 2026

— Initial materials orders arrive in districts

January 26, 2026

Thursday,
January 22, 2026

WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS
— Additional Material Order window open in WIDA
AMS

Friday,
March 27,2026

2

Monday,
January 26, 2026

WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS
— Test Window Open

Friday,
April 3,2026
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FEBRUARY 2026
Monday, SAT, PSAT-related Tuesday,
February 16, 2026 — Pre-identification of late-arriving students - April 28, 2026
online testing by 11:59 p.m.
Monday, M-STEP, WIN Work Readiness Friday,
February 16, 2026 — Pre-identification of students for local print- May 1, 2026
ing of barcode labels by 5:00 p.m.
Monday, Mli-Access Thursday,
February 16, 2026 — Pre-identification of students for local print- May 21,2026
ing of barcode labels by 5:00 p.m. Expressing
Ideas only
Wednesday, SAT, PSAT-related Wednesday,
February 18, 2026 — Services for Students with Disabilities February 18, 2026
Accommodations Request Deadline
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Public Comment for Alternate Content
Expectations for Social Studies Closes Tomorrow

COLLEGE ‘ WIN ‘ TRAINING & IMPORTANT CONTACT

Public comment on the revised MI-Access alternate content
expectations for social studies is open online through Friday,
December 19, 2025.

A draft of these revised alternate content expectations can be
found on the MI-Access web page (www.michigan.gov/mi-access)

under the alternate content expectations link for social studies and
science. The draft document — Alternate Content Expectations for

Social Studies and Science (https://mww.michigan.gov/mde/services/

student-assessment/mi-access/funct-ind/alternate-content-expec-
tations-for-social-studies-and-science) - is at the top of the page.
These revisions are reflective of the changes to the Michigan K-12
standards for social studies adopted in late 2019.

The public is welcome to review and provide comment on the
revised content expectations for social studies, which will serve
as the foundation for the MI-Access Functional Independence
social studies assessment. Public comment can be left using
this survey link (https:/mwww.surveymonkey.com/r/MIA_SS_PUB-
LIC). Public comment will remain open until 4:00 p.m. on Friday,
December 19, 2025.
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http://www.michigan.gov/mi-access
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/mi-access/funct-ind/alternate-content-expectations-for-social-studies-and-science
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. OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY Issued: Dec 18, 2025

A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight

N ™ S

Data Recognition Corporation SDMS State Data Management System
LEA Local Education Agency SSD Services for Students with
Disabilities
MSTC Michigan School Testing Conference | TDTK Test Day Toolkit
NAEP National Assessment of Educational
Progress

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS

For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option):

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing:

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site

Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)

Option 3 - administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4 - For all other calls
Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6 - To repeat these options

MICHIGRN

iEducation

Questions or Comments?
Contact MDE at:
Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378
Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa
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