. MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

g

SPOTr LIGHT
N

MICHIGAN

= Education

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT

IN THIS ISSUE April 30, 2026
NEWS INFO ...uouitiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieiiiietettietiettettettestestsssesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnses 3
Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographic Page Now Available for Spring 2026 Verification ..... 3
M-STEP Paper/Pencil Testing Window CLOSES TOMOITOW......iuiuiiinieeiiieieieeeeeeeeenetneneteenreeenensrasnssnanns 5
Recently Asked QUESTIONS ANU ANSWETS ....euiuiiiiiei ettt et et eaeeeeneeaeneaaeenatasnseasnsanensnseasnne 7
COLLEGE BOARD INFO ..cuituititiieiieiieiieiieiitiieiieiteiieiieisetessessesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 9
TesStiNg WINAOW CLOSES TOOAY ..euiuiininiiiiiriieiet et ettt ettt e et eatneaaeeneeansaensastasnseesnsansnsnneasnns 9
College Board Spring 2026 SAT Suite Post-Administration SUIVEY .......ccviuiiiiiiiiiiiiriiireieieieeireeeneaeenennes 9
K- 2 R P OIING AC TS S cenintiiiiiei ittt ettt ettt et et e e et et enseaneantaenaeasnsesnsaaensnstnsnseesnsnnensnsensnns 9
Guidance fOr RESOIVING SCOME ISSUBS ..euiuiiiiiiii ittt ee et et et e eeeeneeaneanenenstaenseesneansnsnnes 9
SCOre Release TIMELINE ..c..ivuieiiiiiiii ettt et ca st ea e eaeaaeeaes 10
College Board Contact INfOrMAation ... ..iu ettt et e e e et e ee e eaaeneeanaenans 10
WIN LEARNING INFO .ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniieiieitiiieiieiteiieiteitettettettetessesseessessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 11
Testing WINAOW CLOSES TOMOITOW ...unininiiiniieieneiieeteueeeneteeneeaeneaetenseesneeatnraatnsnseasnseesnsassasnseasnne 11
RetUrNiNg TESTING Materials .. .cuin it e et e s e e et sas e enaanensaeanenennsnannanns 11
MOoNItOrNG TEST COMPLETION . eiie ettt ettt e e et et e eae e eneeansaensananennenenns 12
How to Use Student Scores and CredentialS........cccviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 12

WIN Learning Contact INfOrmMation ...ttt et eae e e et e s e e eae e enseaanne 12



Michigan Department of Education
m Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability
| APR 30, 2026 - Spotlight Newsletter — Page 2

TRAINING & CONFERENCES .....c.cuiuiiuiiiiiiiiniiiiieiiiiieiieiieiieiietatietatastastassassassassassessassassassassassasses 13
W] oTeto] al[a¥= A AT ] o114 F- ] < TP 13
WIDA SCOre REPOItS WEDINAIS .ouiuiiiiiiiiiiiii e e ettt e e te e e e e et e e e e e easaeaessasnenenenenananns 13
UPCOMING CONTEIBNCE 1uiniiitiiii ittt ettt et ee et e et et e saa s enatensananenatnsasrasnssasnsassnensnnsnsnnsnns 13
Building a Better Assessment FUtUre CONTEIENCE ...cuivniniiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e 13
IMPORTANT DATES .....ocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitititteetttteetaeseessessssassassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassassassansans 15
MAY 2026 ...eeneeieeee ettt ettt ettt ettt et ettt et e e ea et et ea e et eaa et e r e ana s eanenas 15
REMINDERS .....ccotiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiettttteteetteteetaetsesaesassassassosssssssssssasssssssssssssssssasssssassansans 16
M-STEP and MI-Access Office Hours During the Spring 2026 Testing Window ........ccovvveiiiiiniiinennenenns 16
Participate in the Michigan Performance Assessment Cadre — Cohort VIl .......ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininininnnns 16
GettO KNOW MILEAIN c.uiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e st e e e e e e eaeeanens 17
Science Educators Invited to Participate in Science M-STEP Committees ....ccoveviiiiiiiiiinicinenenenen. 17
STAY INFORMED .....cuuituitiiiiiiitiitiiiiiiiiiiieiteieieieiettetestestessessssssssssssssessssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssanes 18
Subscribe to the Michigan Department of Education Newsletters......covviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinecceeeene, 18
Follow the Michigan Department of Education on Social Media........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 18
CONTACT US ... ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiititeitttteteetaetaetaetaetassassassassosssssassssssssassassssssssassassasssssassassassassassanss 19
(O] = AV o o o] o[- | ¢=T- T @ o) 0] o =TS 19

7 F= T g Y=g AN Lo [ £ ST 1 ST UPPRPN 19

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA

ﬂ Michigan Department of Education

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability

| APR 30, 2026 - Spotlight Newsletter — Page 3

NEWS INFO

Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographic Page Now Available for
Spring 2026 Verification

The Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographics page of the Office of Educational Assessment

and Accountability (OEAA) Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) became available on Monday,

April 27, 2026. Districts and schools can go to this page to view and verify student enrollment and

demographic data for the two Spring 2026 test periods. This is the data that has been reported in the
Michigan Student Data System (MSDS) and will be used for assessment and accountability reporting.

There are two separate lists of enrolled students grouped by test period, each based on a different
enrollment date and grouping of students. The lists are:

Spring 2026 WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Alternate — based on enrollment on April 3, 2026

©)

©)

Only student information submitted in the MSDS with an “as of date” on or before April
3, 2026, and submitted/certified by 5:00 p.m. on June 3, 2026, will be used for
assessment and accountability reporting.

The listincludes grades K-12 students identified in the MSDS as being in an English learner
(EL) program who were expected to take the WIDA ACCESS or WIDA Alternate ACCESS for
ELLs. Students who were enrolled up through April 3 should be listed; if they are not, an
enrollment record and/or an EL program must be submitted in the MSDS.

Students who exited the school prior to April 3 should not be listed; if they are, then an exit
record must be submitted in the MSDS.

Student demographics should reflect a student’s status on April 3; if an incorrect status is
shown, a Student Record Maintenance (SRM) file must be submitted in the MSDS.

Spring 2026 MI-Access, M-STEP, Grade 8 PSAT 8/9, SAT — based on enrollment on May 22,

2026

©)

O

Only student information submitted in the MSDS with an “as of date” on or before May
22, 2026, and submitted/certified by 5:00 p.m. on June 9, 2026, will used for assessment
and accountability reporting.

This list will include all students in grades 3-8 and 11 who were expected to take the M-
STEP, MI-Access, SAT, or PSAT 8/9 (for grade 8).

Grades 9 and 10 students are not included in accountability reporting, even though they
are expected to test under state law.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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o Students who will be enrolled through May 22 should be listed; if they are not, an
enrollment record must be submitted in the MSDS.

o Students who have exited the school up through May 22 should not be listed; if they are,
then an exit record must be submitted in MSDS.

o Student demographics should reflect a student’s status on May 22; if an incorrect status is
shown, a record must be submitted in MSDS.

o Ifaschoolreviews its list before May 22, the list will have to be reviewed again and updated
as needed to ensure that student enrollment and demographics are correct as of May 22.

The Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographic pages will be updated daily at approximately 11:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m., as SRM records are submitted and certified in the MSDS with an “as of date” on or
before the dates listed above. This means that the Accountable Students and Demographic list can
change.

To make any updates in the MSDS, schools will need to work with their district MSDS person. Note: It is
very important that the district authorized MSDS user is made aware of the SRM file “as of dates”
and deadlines. If you are not sure who your district MSDS person is, you can find the name and contact
information on the District and School Contact page of the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-
secure). District and School Contacts directions can be found on the Secure Site Training web page
(www. michigan.gov/securesitetraining).

Schools are to also review the Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographic directions for
information on which demographics can and cannot be changed during the school year. The directions
can be found on the Secure Site Training web page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining).

For more information and resources on school accountability topics, go to the Michigan School
Accountability webpage (www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability).

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
http://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
http://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability
www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability
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NEWS INFO

M-STEP Paper/Pencil Testing Window Closes Tomorrow

Note: This information applies only to the 2026 M-STEP Paper/Pencil administration.

All M-STEP paper/pencil testing for all grades and content areas must be completed by tomorrow,
Friday, May 1, 2026.

Administration of an M-STEP paper/pencil test after May 1 is a misadministration and must be reported
through the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) Secure Site Incident Reporting
Tool.

e Information on how to report an incident is available on the Secure Site Training page
(www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining) and in the Incident Reporting document
(https://go.mi.gov/nm1yt2253).

All testing materials must be shipped for return by May 6, 2026, to be scored.

By May 6, testing materials must be packaged and shipped back to the scoring contractor Data
Recognition Corporation (DRC) exactly as instructed on pages 74-79 of the M-STEP Test Administration
Manual (https://go.mi.gov/5in0y2052).

Note: There is one update to Materials Return for Spring 2026:

e Do Not Score (DNS) Labels — The use of the DNS labels has been discontinued; DNS labels were
notincluded in material shipments. Any used answer document that should not be scored must
be securely destroyed at the testing site and not returned to DRC.

Barcode Labels
Accurate student barcode labels must be affixed to each answer document.

e Barcode labels must be placed correctly on student answer documents to ensure they are
appropriately scored.

o Newthis year: The barcode label area has been adjusted to provide greater clarity in the
appropriate placement of barcode labels. The area where the label is to be affixed is on the
bottom left-hand side of the student answer document and reads, “ATTENTION: Apply
Student Barcode Label Here. A valid barcode label is required in this area to ensure the

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
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testis scored.” Student labels must be placed over the printed barcode image to
ensure the testis scored.
Student barcode labels are unique for each content area answer document.
Users must print one unique barcode label for each content area and place it on the
corresponding answer document. Note: Do not print the same barcode label four times; print one
unique barcode label for each content area.
o Barcode labels for students who were pre-identified for paper/pencil testing before
February 13, 2026, were shipped with Initial Material Orders.
o Barcode labels for students who were pre-identified for paper/pencil testing after February
13, 2026, can be printed from the OEAA Secure Site.
o Locally printed barcode labels must be printed on labels provided by DRC.
= Detailed information about printing barcode labels from the OEAA Secure Site is
available on the Secure Site Training page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining) in
the Barcode Labels document (https://go.mi.gov/96rxr2400).

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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NEWS INFO

Recently Asked Questions and Answers

The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is offering a survey
(https://forms.office.com/g/HLpzAwVt9m) for districts and schools to submit general questions related
to Michigan’s statewide assessments. You may submit questions about any statewide assessments. The
OEAA will review submissions weekly and curate responses for the Recently Asked Questions section of
weekly Spotlight editions.

What do | do if a student starts testing without a required accommodation?

In M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy Mathematics Benchmark Assessments (DRC INSIGHT testing
application) or the WIN Work Readiness Assessment, stop testing and submit an incident reportin the
OEAA Secure Site.

College Board testing ends today; there will be no further testing after today. If a student tested without a
required accommodation, submit an irregularity report in the Test Day Toolkit.

Why is my student getting an “Invalid Username/Password” error when logging in to the M-STEP, MI-
Access, or Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark test?

Verify the student is accessing the correct test (M-STEP, MI-Access, or Early Literacy and Mathematics
Benchmark Assessment). Then, verify the student is selecting Test Sign In (and not the Online Tools
Training [OTT]).

If the student is selecting the correct test and is selecting Test Sign In, inform the student that test ticket
username and password are not case sensitive. If this still does not resolve the issue, the Test
Administrator may type the username and password while the student observes to log in to the test.

These steps resolve the invalid username and password error in most cases. If these steps do not resolve
the issue, call 877-560-8378 and select Option 1.

How do | respond to an Incident Report in the OEAA Secure Site?

To respond to a request for additional information in an incident report in the OEAA Secure Site, login to
the OEAA Secure Site and navigate to the incident report. Verify the report is in “Additional Information

Requested” status.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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Next, open the incident report and scroll down to the “Additional Information” section of the incident
report. Provide the additional information requested in the text box provided. If necessary, attach
requested documentation. When finished, select “Save and Submit” in the lower right corner to resubmit
the incident report.

What is the MI-Access Functional Independence Online Answer Document accommodation?

The MI-Access Functional Independence (FI) Online Answer Document (OLAD) is not a student-facing
online test. The OLAD is a replacement of Fl paper answer documents (excluding Expressing Ideas) and is
assigned as an accommodation in the DRC INSIGHT Portal. It is designed only for Test Administrators to
enter student responses from a paper/pencil Fl test.

The OLAD test form does not include the features required for a valid student online testing experience—
such as student directions, navigation tools, test security steps, accessibility
supports/accommodations, or audio for any items that require it.

Because it cannot deliver the assessment as intended, having a student use OLAD as their testing
interface is a misadministration. If this happens, staff should submit an Incident Reportin the OEAA
Secure Site.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO
Testing Window Closes Today

The testing window for the Michigan-provided SAT Suite of Assessments closes at the end of the
school day today, April 30, 2026. There will be no additional windows for makeup or accommodated
testing.

Thank you for your careful planning and coordination to support a smooth and successful administration.

College Board Spring 2026 SAT Suite Post-Administration Survey

College Board will distribute its post-administration survey to testing staff next week (the week of May 4),
to give test staff an opportunity to provide feedback about their experiences this spring.

The survey link will be sent directly to all test staff, including coordinators, proctors and monitors, at the
email address associated with their College Board account; there is no general link to share. Each staff
member will receive a version of the survey tailored to their role. If you were a member of the Spring 2026
testing staff, be on the lookout for the link in your email inbox next week and complete the survey at your
earliest convenience. Your feedback will help College Board improve the in-school testing experience for
educators and students.

The survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete; all responses are confidential.

K-12 Reporting Access

All District Assessment Coordinators have been automatically assigned the Access Manager role for the
K-12 Reporting Portal to support district and school-level access management. For more information,
refer to the Spotlight Newsletter — April 16 edition (https://go.mi.gov/yihys2438).

Guidance for Resolving Score Issues

The SAT Suite Score Guidance (https://go.mi.gov/asy4j2305) is a quick reference that helps staff address
name mismatches and support students in accessing their SAT Suite scores, including steps to resolve
missing-score issues.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO

Score Release Timeline

by April 10, 2026 June 29, 2026 April 30, 2026 June 29, 2026
by April 30, 2026 June 29, 2026 May 14, 2026 June 29, 2026

For full score access details, refer to the Spotlight newsletter — April 2 issue
(https://go.mi.gov/r34y62306).

College Board Contact Information

e Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
e Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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WIN LEARNING INFO

Testing Window Closes Tomorrow

The WIN Work Readiness Assessment Spring 2026 testing window closes tomorrow, Friday, May 1, 2026.
No extensions to this window are possible; all testing must be completed by the end of the school day.

Districts and schools should review schedules and ensure that all required assessments are completed
before the window closes. Schools should verify that:

e all students have been scheduled for testing
e makeup opportunities have been provided for students as needed

e completion reports have been checked to confirm that all students have submitted their
assessments

Ensure that all students complete testing by May 1 2026 to be scored.

Returning Testing Materials
For paper/pencil testing, all test materials must be shipped for return to WIN Learning by May 5, 2026.

Details regarding return shipments are provided in the WIN Paper-Based Testing Test Administration
Manual (https://go.mi.gov/msh142064) and in the Test Materials Management Instructions document
(https://www.winresourcecenter.com/files/pdf/Ml-
Resources/MDE%20Test%20Materials%20Management%20Instructions.pdf).

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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WIN LEARNING INFO

Monitoring Test Completion

Administrators can use the Learner Credential Report in WIN Career Readiness System to determine
whether all students in their testing group(s) have completed testing. Instructions for how to access this
information can be found in last week’s Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/ifyto2439).

How to Use Student Scores and Credentials

Following completion of all three assessments, students earn a Work Readiness Credential at an
Achievement Level of 2, 3, 4, or 5. Students with all scores above 1 earn a credential based on the
lowest content-level score.

The Achievement Levels correspond to the U.S. Department of Labor’s O*NET Job Zones, which
categorize occupations based on the required skills, training, and education. For example, if a student
earns an Achievement Level 4 credential, they have the skills necessary to pursue careers in Job Zone 4.
The back of the Work Readiness Credential is a great place for students to tap into language, bullet
points, and summaries they might add to a resume; include as part of a work ready portfolio; or use as
talking points in an interview.

WIN Learning Contact Information

For technical questions or issues identified during the survey process, schools/districts may contact:

e WIN Learning Support: Support@winlearning.com or 888-717-9461 (option 2)
e MDE OEAA Tech Support: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov or 877-560-8378 (option 2)

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES

Upcoming Webinars

WIDA Score Reports Webinars

WIDA coordinators and test administrators interested in learning more about the summative WIDA
ACCESS and WIDA Alternate ACCESS assessment reports can register to join the following optional
webinars:

e WIDA ACCESS Score Reports for Instruction
Tuesday, May 12, 2026, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Registration Link (https://forms.gle/7ne32Hg3HTuZ7BBk38)

e WIDA Alternate ACCESS Score Reports
Thursday, May 14, 2026, 9:00- 11:00 a.m.
Registration Link (https://forms.gle/7ne32Hg3HTuZ7BBk8)

Upcoming Conference

Building a Better Assessment Future Conference

From Innovation to Implementation
Designed for Teams and Individuals

August 6-7 2026, Kellogg Center, East Lansing, Mi
The Building a Better Assessment Future Conference (BBAF), hosted by the Michigan Assessment

Consortium (MAC) (www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org), brings together educators from across
the country to explore how to translate innovative ideas into sustainable practice.

Participants will:

e Engage with national experts and practitioner leaders
e Explore student-centered, equitable assessment systems
e Leave with actionable strategies to lead meaningful change

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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This year’s theme emphasizes leadership that turns vision into lasting impact for students.

These MAC learning opportunities are designed to help leaders create the conditions where assessment
works for students—not just on them.

Learn more here: https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better-
assessment-future-conference-2026/

Questions?
Contact: Dr. Ellen Vorenkamp
Email: evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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IMPORTANT DATES

The Assessment Calendars web page (https://go.mi.gov/10v902012) allows you to easily find important
state assessment dates. The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability provide calendars in

Excel, PDF, and Google Calendar formats so you can access and use them however you prefer.

MAY 2026
Start Date Assessment/Task End Date
Ongoing SAT, PSAT-related Online and Paper/Pencil Test Thursday
Administration Window April 30, 2026
(Today)
Ongoing M-STEP Paper/Pencil and WIN Work Readiness Online Friday
and Paper/Pencil Test Administration Window May 1, 2026
Ongoing MI-Access Additional Material Order Window Tuesday,
All Grades May 19, 2026
Ongoing M-STEP Online, MI-Access Online and Paper/Pencil Test Friday,
Administration Window May 22, 2026
Available Now M-STEP, MI-Access N/A
Preliminary Reports Available
**within 48 hours of online test completion**
Available Now Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark N/A
Assessments
Individual Level Reports Available
**within 48 hours of test completion**

Tuesday, WIN Work Readiness Tuesday,
May 5, 2026 Shipments for return of Paper/Pencil Materials Deadline May 5, 2026
Wednesday, M-STEP Wednesday,
May 6, 2026 Shipments for return of Paper/Pencil Materials Deadline May 6, 2026

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov

Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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REMINDERS

M-STEP and MI-Access Office Hours During the Spring 2026 Testing
Window

The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is holding weekly M-
STEP and MI-Access Office Hours during the Spring 2026 testing window. These sessions
provide district and school staff opportunities to ask the OEAA staff questions related to
test administration, policies, and procedures.

Office Hours Schedule: Mondays, April 6 — May 18, 2026, 3:00-3:30 p.m.

Link to access Office Hours: Join Office Hours for MSTEP & MI-Access Access
(https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/226519431035487?p=VeZdtlIGsE4haeZOzrL)

Password: j3Mn2ma8J

Office Hours are open to all staff involved in administering M-STEP and MI-Access assessments.
Participants may join at any point during the 30-minute session. No registration is required.

For additional information, contact the OEAA by email at MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov, or call 800-560-8378
and follow the prompts.

Participate in the Michigan Performance Assessment Cadre - Cohort Vil

Join the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability as we work with the
Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) to develop performance assessments aligned to
Michigan’s model competencies.

Interested participants can email a resume to MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov, using the
subject line “Performance Assessment Cadre VII,” by May 30, 2026. Then watch for an emailed intake
survey from the MAC that will formalize your participation in MiPAC Cohort VIl. Qualified candidates are
accepted on afirst-come, first-served basis to join a select team of colleagues.

Read more about this year-long professional development opportunity in the Spotlight newsletter --
March 26 issue (https://go.mi.gov/nzb4m2231).

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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REMINDERS

Get to Know MilLearn

MiLearn (Michigan Linked Educational Assessment Reporting Network) is a free digital
reporting system from the Michigan Department of Education’s Office of Educational
Assessment and Accountability. It delivers state assessment results directly through

a district’s Student Information System, giving students, families, and educators quick
access to data without requiring separate logins or platforms.

Additional details are available in the MiLearn: Expanding Access to State Assessment Results document
(https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997).

For questions or onboarding support, contact: Tim Davis, MiLearn Onboarding Specialist, at
DavisT54@Michigan.gov

Science Educators Invited to Participate in Science M-STEP Committees

Science educators have several opportunities to contribute to the development and

quality of the Michigan science M-STEP by serving on assessment committees

throughout 2026. Educators may participate in reviewing science test items for content

alignment, bias, and sensitivity; writing new stimulus and item clusters aligned to the
NGSS 3-Dimensions of Learning; or analyzing data from field-tested items to inform improvement
decisions. Committee work takes place between May and July and involves collaboration with fellow
educators to ensure fair, rigorous, and high-quality assessments. Stipends are provided for participants’
time and expertise.

Use this link (https://web.cvent.com/survey/6¢c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome) to
apply to the Michigan Assessments: Application for Test Development Committee Work today!

Full details are available in the Spotlight newsletter — January 29 issue (https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854) on
page 4.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997
mailto:davist54@michigan.gov?subject=MiLearn%20Support
https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome
https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854
https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854
https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome
https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability

ﬂ Michigan Department of Education
¥ APR 30, 2026 - Spotlight Newsletter — Page 18

STAY INFORMED

Subscribe to the Michigan Department of Education Newsletters

Stay up-to-date on the latest news and information from the Michigan Department of Education.
Subscribe (https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new) to the Spotlight on
Assessment and Accountability, MDE Official Communications, and MICIP Continuous
Communication newsletters.

o Archive for Spotlight on Assessment and Accountability (www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight)

o Archive for MDE Memos (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos)

o Archive for MICIP Continuous Communication (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school-
performance-supports/micip/micip-continuous-communication)

Follow the Michigan Department of Education on Social Media

e Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/michdepted)

o X (formerly Twitter) (https://x.com/mieducation)

e Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first/)

e MDE Press Releases (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/press-releases)

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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CONTACT US
OEAA Phone Tree Options

For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate
option):

Option 1: Forinquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting

Option 2: Forinquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing:
Option 1: eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site
Option 2: administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Option 3 : administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test

Option 3: Forinquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735
for assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4: For all other calls
Option 5: To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6: To repeat these options

Mailing Address

Michigan Department of Education
608 W. Allegan St.
PO Box 30008
Lansing, Michigan 48915-0008

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378
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