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NEWS INFO 

M-STEP and MI-Access: One More Week 
Reminder: M-STEP and MI-Access Online Testing Closes Next Week, May 22, 2026 

Important Reminder: All online M-STEP and MI-Access testing must be completed by the end of the 
school day on Friday, May 22, 2026. Students who are logged in and actively testing at 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday will not be logged out of the test; however, if they lose connectivity or exit the test, they will not be 
able to log back in. 
 
All MI Access Functional Independence (FI) assessments—both paper pencil responses that must be 
entered by the Test Administrator into the Online Answer Document (OLAD) and the student facing 
online tests—must be submitted by 4:00 PM on May 22, 2026. The only exception are the FI Expressing 
Ideas responses, which must be returned with all secure materials to the vendor for scoring. All MI 
Access Supported Independence and Participation assessment scores must be submitted in the DRC 
portal answer document by 4:00 p.m. May 22, 2026. 
 
For information about how to view test completion in the DRC INSIGHT Portal, see the “Online Testing 
Ends on Friday May 22nd” article in the May 7 issue of Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/ffv0x2513 ). 
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NEWS INFO 

Reminder: M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports Are Available 

M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports are available within 48 hours of students submitting their 
online tests. To access Preliminary Reports, log into the Office of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure), select the Reports drop-down, and then 
select Dynamic Score Reports. Select your entity information and schools with data available, then 
select Open Report in the lower right corner.  

For more information, see the “M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports are Now Available” article 
in the April 9 issue of Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/ytc332527). 
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NEWS INFO 

Interim Assessment Exploration Opportunity 
Michigan educators have an exciting opportunity to explore the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments! 
Through a partnership with the Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) and the Office of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability (OEAA), a statewide Professional Learning Community will be available 
during the 2026–27 school year to support collaboration, assessment literacy, instructional decision-
making, and balanced assessment practices.  

The Smarter Balanced interim assessments—offered in several formats that vary in grain size and 
purpose—provide flexible, standards-aligned tools for gathering actionable evidence of student learning 
in English language arts and mathematics. Assessment results from these assessments guide teachers 
to targeted resources in the Tools for Teachers site, which provides aligned lessons, strategies, and 
supports to address specific learning needs identified by the assessments. 

Delivered through the same DRC INSIGHT platform used for Michigan’s M-STEP, these assessments 
mirror the rigor, academic vocabulary, and blueprints of the state assessments while offering robust 
reporting tools and item-level analysis to support instructional decision making.  

Participating districts will engage in six virtual professional learning sessions between June 2026 and May 
2027 focused on implementation planning, reporting systems, data-driven dialogue, and use of Tools for 
Teachers resources.  Educators can review the full schedule with topics and outcomes by accessing the 
Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Professional Learning Community flyer 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/M-STEP/2026-Smarter-Balanced-
Interim-Assessment-PLC-Flyer.pdf). 

Up to 18 SCECHs will be available. There is no cost for participation.  

Interested educators can sign-up by going to the MAC’s Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Survey 
(https://mac.memberclicks.net/smarter-balanced-professional-learning-community). 

For more information or questions, contact Jennifer Paul at PaulJ@michigan.gov or Ellen Vorenkamp at 
evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.  
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NEWS INFO 

Recently Asked Questions and Answers 

The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is offering a survey 
(https://forms.office.com/g/HLpzAwVt9m) for districts and schools to submit general questions related  
to Michigan’s statewide assessments. You may submit questions about any statewide assessments. The 
OEAA will review submissions weekly and curate responses for the Recently Asked Questions section of 
weekly Spotlight editions. 

For M-STEP and MI-Access students who have small group as a designated support, 
how many students can be in the small group? 

Page 7 of the Supports & Accommodations Guidance Document indicates that a small group is "no more 
than five students.” See the Guidance Document ( https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-
/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accommodations-and-
Supports/Michigan_Accommodations_Manualfinal.pdf).  

 

What do I do if a student moves during the testing window? 

If a student moves during testing, plan on communicating with the new school the tests that have or have 
not been taken. Make sure any printed test tickets that have not been used are destroyed. You can—but 
are not required to—remove the student from the test sessions in the DRC INSIGHT Portal and unassign 
them from the school and assessment in the OEAA Secure Site. Work with your authorized Michigan 
Student Data System (MSDS) user to have the student exited from the school in the MSDS. Accountability 
is based on the enrollment in MSDS and not pre-identification on the OEAA Secure Site.  
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 

College Board Spring 2026 SAT Suite Post Administration Survey 

College Board distributed its post-administration survey to testing staff last week, providing an 
opportunity for staff to share feedback on their experiences this spring. The survey window has now 
closed.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Spring 2026 SAT Suite of Assessments and shared 
feedback. Your input will help inform and improve future College Board administrations. 

Score Release Timeline 
Student Answer 

Submission 
Student Scores 

Available in K-12 
Reporting Portal 

Scores Available to 
Students 

Electronic Score 
Reports Available for 

Educators 
by April 10, 2026 June 29, 2026 April 30, 2026 June 29, 2026 
by April 30, 2026 June 29, 2026 May 14, 2026 June 29, 2026 

 
Students can access their scores in two ways:   

1. BigFuture School mobile app: PSAT 10 and SAT with Essay testers who opted in to BigFuture 
School can access scores and customized college and career guidance 

2. College Board student account: Students may access scores via their College Board account 

For full score access details, refer to the April 2 issue of Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/r34y62306). 

 

College Board Contact Information 
• Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
• Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org   
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WIN LEARNING INFO 

Reminder: Using Credentials 
Following completion of all three WIN assessments, students earn a Work Readiness Credential at an 
Achievement Level of 2, 3, 4, or 5. Students with all scores above 1 earn a credential based on the lowest 
content-level score.  

More information about the credential Achievement Levels and how students can use their scores can be 
found in the May 7 issue of Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/ffv0x2513). 

 

Reporting Resources 
Administrators can access several different reports in the WIN Career Readiness System, including a 
Learner Listing Report, Class Report, Individual Report, and Certificate/Credential Summary Report. 
These can be accessed by logging into the portal and clicking on Reports at the top of the screen, then 
selecting a report from the drop-down menu. The data in each report can be sorted and filtered at various 
levels and can be exported to an Excel spreadsheet.  

 The WIN CRSystem Reports Manual 
(https://www.winresourcecenter.com/files/pdf/CRSystem%20Resources/WINCRSystem%20Reports%20Manual.
pdf) provides more detailed information about how to run and interpret each report. 
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WIN LEARNING INFO 

How to Find and Share Student Login Information to Download Credentials 
For students to access their credentials, they must log into WIN Career Readiness System. 
Administrators must look up student usernames and passwords in User Administration and provide this 
information to the students. 

To look up student login information in User Administration, log into WIN Career Readiness system 
(mi.wincrsystem.com) and select User Administration from the Admin drop-down menu at the top of 
the screen. 

 

Once in User Administration, select Student from the User Type drop-down menu. 
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WIN LEARNING INFO 

After selecting Student, go to the Organization filter, select the correct organization from the drop-down 
menu, and click Search. 

 

The student list will populate on the right-hand side of the screen. You will see their username in the 
UserName column and their password in the Password column. Note: You will need to click on the eye 
icon to see the password. 
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WIN LEARNING INFO 

Once you give the login information to the student, they will then be able to log in and download their 
credential from the assessment tile on their dashboard. 

 

 

More information about how students can view and access their credentials can be found in the Learner 
Experience Quick Start Guide (https://www.winresourcecenter.com/files/pdf/MI-
Resources/Quick%20Start%20-%20Learner%20Experience.pdf). 

 

WIN Learning Contact Information 
For technical questions or issues identified during the survey process, schools/districts may contact:  

• WIN Learning Support: Support@winlearning.com or 888-717-9461 (option 2)  
• MDE OEAA Tech Support: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov or 877-560-8378 (option 2)   
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mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

Upcoming Conference 

Building a Better Assessment Future Conference 

From Innovation to Implementation 
Designed for Teams and Individuals 
 

August 6–7, 2026, Kellogg Center, East Lansing, MI 
The Building   a Better Assessment Future Conference (BBAF), hosted by the Michigan Assessment 
Consortium (MAC) (www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org), brings together educators from across 
the country to explore how to translate innovative ideas into sustainable practice. 

 

Participants will: 

• Engage with national experts and practitioner leaders  
• Explore student-centered, equitable assessment systems  
• Leave with actionable strategies to lead meaningful change  

 
This year’s theme emphasizes leadership that turns vision into lasting impact for students. 

These MAC learning opportunities are designed to help leaders create the conditions where assessment 
works for students—not just on them. 

Learn more here: https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better-
assessment-future-conference-2026/ 

Questions?  
Contact: Dr. Ellen Vorenkamp 
Email: evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

The Assessment Calendars web page (https://go.mi.gov/10v9o2012) allows you to easily find important 
state assessment dates. The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability provides calendars in 
Excel, PDF, and Google Calendar formats so you can access and use them however you prefer. 

MAY 2026 
Start Date Assessment/Task End Date 

Ongoing   M-STEP Online, MI-Access Online and Paper/Pencil Test 
Administration Window  
 

Friday, 
May 22, 2026  

 
Available Now 

 
M-STEP, MI-Access 
Preliminary Reports Available  
**within 48 hours of online test completion** 
 

N/A 

Available Now 
 

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments  
Individual Level Reports Available  
**within 48 hours of test completion** 
 

N/A 

Ongoing SAT with Essay, PSAT-related, M-STEP, MI-Access 
Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographics 

June 9, 2026 

May 26, 2026 SAT with Essay, PSAT-related, WIN Work Readiness  
Answer Documents Received 

June 1, 2026 

May 26, 2026 SAT with Essay, PSAT-related 
Students Not Tested 

June 1, 2026 

May 27, 2026 MI-Access 
Return of Materials Deadline – All Grades/All Content Areas 

May 27, 2026 

June 2026 
Start Date Assessment/Task End Date 

June 2, 2026 M-STEP, MI-Access, WIDA ACCESS and Alternate 
ACCESS 
Answer Documents Received 

June 9, 2026 
 

June 2, 2026 M-STEP, MI-Access, WIDA ACCESS and Alternate 
ACCESS 
Students Not Tested  

June 9, 2026 
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REMINDERS 

M-STEP and MI-Access Office Hours During the Spring 2026 Testing 
Window 

The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is holding weekly M-
STEP and MI-Access Office Hours during the Spring 2026 testing window. These sessions 
provide district and school staff opportunities to ask the OEAA staff questions related to 
test administration, policies, and procedures.  

Office Hours Schedule: Mondays, April 6 – May 18, 2026, 3:00-3:30 p.m. 

Link to access Office Hours: Join Office Hours for MSTEP & MI-Access Access  
(https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/22651943103548?p=VeZdtIGsE4haeZOzrL)  

Password: j3Mn2m8J  

Office Hours are open to all staff involved in administering M-STEP and MI-Access assessments. 
Participants may join at any point during the 30-minute session. No registration is required.  

For additional information, contact the OEAA by email at MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov, or call 800-560-8378 
and follow the prompts. 

Participate in the Michigan Performance Assessment Cadre – Cohort VII   
Join the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability as we work with the 
Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) to develop performance assessments aligned to 
Michigan’s model competencies.   

Interested participants can email a resume to MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov, using the 
subject line “Performance Assessment Cadre VII,” by May 30, 2026. Then watch for an emailed intake 
survey from the MAC that will formalize your participation in MiPAC Cohort VII. Qualified candidates are 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis to join a select team of colleagues.  

Read more about this year-long professional development opportunity in the March 26 issue of Spotlight 
(https://go.mi.gov/nzb4m2231). 
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REMINDERS 

Get to Know MiLearn  
MiLearn (Michigan Linked Educational Assessment Reporting Network) is a free digital 
reporting system from the Michigan Department of Education’s Office of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability. It delivers state assessment results directly through  
a district’s Student Information System (SIS), giving students, families, and educators 
quick access to data without requiring separate logins or platforms.  

Additional details are available in the MiLearn: Expanding Access to State Assessment Results document 
(https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997).  

For questions or onboarding support, contact Tim Davis, MiLearn Onboarding Specialist, at 
DavisT54@Michigan.gov.  

Science Educators Invited to Participate in Science M-STEP Committees  

Science educators have several opportunities to contribute to the development and 
quality of the Michigan science M-STEP by serving on assessment committees 
throughout 2026. Educators may participate in reviewing science test items for content 
alignment, bias, and sensitivity; writing new stimulus and item clusters aligned to the 

NGSS 3-Dimensions of Learning; or analyzing data from field-tested items to inform improvement 
decisions. Committee work takes place between May and July and involves collaboration  with fellow 
educators to ensure fair, rigorous, and high-quality assessments. Stipends are provided for participants’ 
time and expertise.  

Apply to the  Michigan Assessments: Application for Test Development Committee Work today 
(https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome)!  

Full details are available in the January 29 issue of Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854) on page 4.  

  

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997
mailto:DavisT54@Michigan.gov.%20
https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome
January%2029%20issue%20of%20Spotlight


Michigan Department of Education 
Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability 

May 14, 2026 – Spotlight Newsletter – Page 16 
 

 
Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA 

Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 

Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA  |  Phone: 877-560-8378 

STAY INFORMED 

Subscribe to the Michigan Department of Education Newsletters 

Stay up-to-date on the latest news and information from the Michigan Department of Education. 
Subscribe (https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new) to the Spotlight on 
Assessment and Accountability, MDE Official Communications, and MICIP Continuous 
Communication newsletters.  

• Archive for Spotlight on Assessment and Accountability (www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight) 
• Archive for MDE Memos  (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos) 
• Archive for MICIP Continuous Communication (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school-

performance-supports/micip/micip-continuous-communication) 

 

Follow the Michigan Department of Education on Social Media 
• Facebook  (https://www.facebook.com/michdepted) 
• X (formerly Twitter) (https://x.com/mieducation) 
• Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first/) 
• MDE Press Releases (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/press-releases) 
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Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA 

Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 
Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 

Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA  |  Phone: 877-560-8378 

CONTACT US 

OEAA Phone Tree Options 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate 
option):  

Option 1:  For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting  

Option 2:  For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing:  

Option 1:  eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site  

Option 2:  administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 

Option 3 :  administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test  

Option 3:  For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 
for assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

 Option 4:  For all other calls 

 Option 5:  To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

 Option 6:  To repeat these options 

 

Mailing Address 

Michigan Department of Education 
608 W. Allegan St.  

PO Box 30008 
Lansing, Michigan 48915-0008 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA

