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NEWS INFO�

Thank You for a Successful M-STEP and MI-Access Test Administration!�
With the M-STEP and MI-Access test administration windows closing tomorrow at 4:00�
p.m., the Office of Educational Assessment Accountability (OEAA) thanks you for all your 
hard work on the 2026 M-STEP and MI-Access test administration, in both the planning 
stages and throughout the testing window. Michigan students will benefit from your 
ongoing commitment to them and to the community.�

We are confident that your efforts and dedication will produce a valid, reliable snapshot of what your 
students know and can do and will provide data to inform your local continuous improvement planning.�

Post Administration Surveys�
To continue improvements to M-STEP and MI-Access administration policies and procedures,�and to�
provide�you with the best possible support, the OEAA is conducting two post administration surveys. We 
value your input and believe that your experiences and insights are vital in shaping decisions that will 
directly impact your work.�Access to the surveys is found at:�

1. M-STEP Administration Survey�(https://forms.office.com/g/zHMW8DAXSG)�
2. MI-Access Administration Survey�(https://forms.office.com/g/ZT7SUeitPn)�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://forms.office.com/g/zHMW8DAXSG
https://forms.office.com/g/ZT7SUeitPn
https://forms.office.com/g/ZT7SUeitPn
https://forms.office.com/g/zHMW8DAXSG
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M-STEP and MI-Access Online Test Administration Window Closes 
Tomorrow, Friday, May 22, 2026�
Thank you for all your work in preparing for and administering the Spring 2026�M-STEP assessments! The�
Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA)�appreciates�the time and effort�required�for 
another successful test administration; we are confident your test results will help support your school 
and district staff and students.�

Important Reminder:�All online testing and MI-Access Participation and Supported Independence score 
entry must be completed�by the end of the school day�tomorrow,�Friday, May�22, 2026.�Students who�
are logged in and actively�testing�at 4:00�p.m.�on Friday will not be logged out of the test; however, if they 
lose connectivity or exit the test, they will not be able to log back in.�

To view�the�test completion�status of your school�in the�Data Recognition Corporation�DRC INSIGHT 
Portal�(https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/MI), select Student Management, then 
select Student Status Dashboard:�

(continues –�page 5)�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/MI
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/MI
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/MI
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This will allow you to select your site, and then view student testing status:�

You can view completion�rates�by all tests overall, by grade, by content area, and by grade/content area. 
Remember that this�screen�shows test completion according to students who were�pre-identified�in the�
OEAA Secure Site�and pulled into the DRC INSIGHT Portal. This is�not the same as�the�“expected to test”�
list used for accountability purposes.�

Tests that are started but not completed (shown�as In Progress in the DRC INSIGHT Portal) will be force-
submitted after the testing window closes. In Progress tests that have met�“attempted” status�
requirements will be considered complete and scored.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
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Upcoming Accountability Tasks�
This table provides the dates for upcoming accountability tasks that are completed in the OEAA Secure 
Site�(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure).�

Activity� Deadline�
Review Accountable Students and Demographics records,�
ensure the Michigan Student Data System (MSDS) updated�

Ongoing through June 9, 2026�

Review Answer Documents Received verification, report 
possible answer document issues�

June 2 –�June 9, 2026�

Submit Students Not Tested Reasons� June 2 –�June 9, 2026�

Preliminary Reporting�
Reports are available through the OEAA Secure Site�(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure).�Select Reports, 
then Dynamic Score Reports�to open the�Dynamic Score Reporting Site.�

M-STEP and MI-Access Student Data files and Aggregate Data files will be available in late July, also in the�
OEAA Secure Site. When the reports are announced as available, go to the OEAA Secure Site, select 
Reports, and then Student Test Scores.�

(continues –�page 7)�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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Final reports will be released in mid/late August. Watch the Spotlight newsletter�for more information.�

Using Assessment Data in the MICIP Process�

The Michigan Integrated Continuous Improvement Process�(MICIP)�(https://www.michigan.gov/mde-
micip)�team offers online resources to support data use during the continuous improvement planning 
process. There are several resources to support this work:�

• Professional Learning Bites�(https://go.mi.gov/9y8si2548)�
Two chapters are specifically related to data use in the MICIP process:�

 Data Inventory�(https://go.mi.gov/3mdcc2549) 
 Data Analysis�(https://go.mi.gov/bd0yb2550) 

• Process Guide�(https://go.mi.gov/mr7g62551)�
• Platform Guide�(https://go.mi.gov/pn0f42552) 
• Professional Learning�(https://go.mi.gov/u17ca2558) resources for the MICIP process and 

platform�

Reminder: Return paper/pencil materials�

All M-STEP paper/pencil secure materials must be returned to the scoring contractor.�

Even if your school missed the May 6 return deadline, all secure test materials still must be returned to 
the scoring contractor as soon as possible to maintain test material security.�If your school does not 
return all secure materials, the district and building coordinators will receive a Missing Materials letter, 
identifying the missing materials and steps to be taken to return them.�

Information about how to return secure materials is provided in the article “M-STEP Paper/Pencil Testing�
Window Closes Tomorrow” in the�Spotlight newsletter –�April 30 issue.�

All MI-Access paper/pencil testing materials must be returned to the testing contractor no later than 
May 27, 2026. Detailed instructions for packaging, shipping, and documenting returns are provided in the 
2026 MI-Access Administration Manuals�(https://go.mi.gov/mhvh92070),�which should be reviewed�
carefully to ensure all requirements are met.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-micip
https://go.mi.gov/9y8si2548
https://go.mi.gov/3mdcc2549
https://go.mi.gov/bd0yb2550
https://go.mi.gov/mr7g62551
https://go.mi.gov/pn0f42552
https://go.mi.gov/u17ca2558
https://go.mi.gov/uke4t2560
https://go.mi.gov/mhvh92070
https://go.mi.gov/mhvh92070
https://go.mi.gov/u17ca2558
https://go.mi.gov/pn0f42552
https://go.mi.gov/mr7g62551
https://go.mi.gov/bd0yb2550
https://go.mi.gov/3mdcc2549
https://go.mi.gov/9y8si2548
https://www.michigan.gov/mde
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K-12�Automatic English Learner�Exits�
Automatic English Learner (EL) exits�will be�processed�later this summer�for all kindergarten through 
grade 12 ELs who meet�the overall�proficiency�level target of 4.8 on the 2026�WIDA ACCESS or�5�for the�
2026�WIDA Alternate ACCESS.�

The exits�occur�when the students’ scores�are�loaded in the Office of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability�OEAA Secure Site�(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure)�and after the Michigan Student Data�
System (MSDS) End-of-Year General Collection�is closed out.�

The�English Learner (EL) Exit Reporting Guidelines�document (https://go.mi.gov/0zxqq2545), available on 
the�English Learner Resources web page�(www.michigan.gov/mde-el), has been updated with directions�
on how to:�

• see automatic EL exits in MSDS�
• make sure automatic EL exits are entered into local student information systems (local SIS)�
• submit a manual EL exit in MSDS, in rare cases when that would be appropriate.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/0zxqq2545
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-el
www.michigan.gov/mde-el
https://go.mi.gov/0zxqq2545
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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MiLearn and Dynamic Score Reporting Site Resources Available�
The online�MiLearn and Dynamic Score Reporting Site (DSRS) resources, including User Guides and 
Report Guides,�have been collected in one easy-to-access location on the Student Assessment�
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment) page.�

To view the resources for MiLearn and DSRS, please go to:�

• MiLearn�(https://go.mi.gov/zgkx62565)�
• DSRS�(https://go.mi.gov/gyk2i2566)�

The�MiLearn resources are organized�by user type�–�specifically Educators, Parents, and Students.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment
https://go.mi.gov/zgkx62565
DSRS)
https://go.mi.gov/gyk2i2566
https://go.mi.gov/zgkx62565
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment
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Recently Asked Questions and Answers�
This is the final installment of the recently asked questions and answers for the Spring 2026 test 
administration�windows. Anytime you have questions, email MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�or 
call 877-560-8378�and select the appropriate�option.�

Q: Why is�the writing task (the Passage-Based Writing item) always located near the beginning of the 
test?�

A:�The Computer Adaptive Test begins with items that initiate the adaptive process for each student, 
followed by the Passage-based Writing (PBW) task. After the PBW, students continue with the remaining 
sections of the ELA assessment. The placement of the PBW allows�schools to easily locate it in an 
otherwise adaptive test. This increases flexibility in scheduling the assessment over more than one�
session or day if desired.�

Q: Can the reading, research, and listening portions be given on one day and the writing task on a 
different day?�

A:�Schools�may pause testing after the PBW and resume on a second day. This allows flexibility in 
scheduling while still maintaining the structure needed for valid and reliable scoring. The test sections�
are designed to work together as a single assessment, so they must be administered within the same 
overall test session structure, but they do not need to be completed in a single sitting.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
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Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability�Office Hours for 
Trouble-Free Accountability Data�on Wednesday, June 3, 2026�
Join the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA)�for online�office hours�that will 
include Q&A on the Answer Documents Received and Not Tested Verification windows�in the OEAA 
Secure Site;�how to correct data used for accountability;�and overall accurate, timely data submission.�
This will be a�valuable session for anyone involved in student enrollment�and�assessment. 

Event Name:�Office�Hours for Trouble-Free Assessment and Accountability Data�
Event Date:�Wednesday, June 3, 1:00-2:00�p.m.�Office Hours Meeting�
Download�Meeting to your Calendar: .ics Calendar File�(https://go.mi.gov/j76d52578)�
Link to Join Meeting:�Click Here to Join Meeting�
(https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/297116161118593?p=aCNogvaDMI5aILKz4N)�

Be sure to also check out the Accountability Best Practices: Data Reporting Guide for Trouble-Free�
Accountability Data�(https://go.mi.gov/nck522567). This document is designed to help districts and 
schools understand how data submitted in multiple state systems –�such as the Michigan Student Data�
System (MSDS) and the Registry of Education Personnel (REP) –�impact accountability calculations (for 
example, the School Index�and the�Parent Dashboard). 

District and school pupil accountants and assessment coordinators can use the Data Reporting Guide to 
gain understanding of how and when their student data is used for accountability purposes, along with 
where the data comes from, with a focus on accurate,�timely reporting of: 

•�student demographics 
•�enrollment/exit dates 
•�instructional entity/program 
•�course information 
•�staffing information 

The�Best Practices Guide�is also available�by visiting the�MDE Accountability webpage�
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability) in the�Accountability Top Resources�section.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/j76d52578
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/297116161118593?p=aCNogvaDMI5aILKz4N
https://go.mi.gov/nck522567
https://go.mi.gov/nck522567
https://go.mi.gov/nck522567
https://go.mi.gov/nck522567
https://go.mi.gov/uug0p2568
https://www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/297116161118593?p=aCNogvaDMI5aILKz4N
https://go.mi.gov/j76d52578
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Score Release Timeline�
Student Answer 

Submission�
Student Scores 

Available in K-12 
Reporting Portal�

Scores Available to 
Students�

Electronic Score 
Reports Available for 

Educators�
by April 10, 2026� June 29, 2026� April 30, 2026� June 29, 2026�
by April 30, 2026� June 29, 2026� May 14, 2026� June 29, 2026�

For full score access details, refer to�the�Spotlight newsletter –�April 2 issue�
(https://go.mi.gov/r34y62306).�

College Board Contact Information�
• Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)�
• Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/ouxn32314
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
https://go.mi.gov/r34y62306
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WIN Learning Feedback Survey 
Earlier this week, the�WIN Learning team sent out a�post-administration�survey�
(https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/d9BnnM) to Work Readiness Test Coordinators and District 
Assessment Coordinators�as listed in the Educational Entity Master (EEM).�The survey will be open until 
Monday, June 1. Please complete the survey to share your test administration experience with the WIN 
Learning team. Your feedback about WIN Support, training sessions, the WIN Resource Center, and the 
assessment portal will help the WIN team plan improvements for future test administration.�

You can respond to the survey through this link:�WIN Learning Feedback Survey�
(https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/d9BnnM).�

Reminder:�Sharing�Student�Login�Information�to�Access�Credentials�
For students to access their credentials, they must log into WIN Career Readiness System. 
Administrators must look up student usernames and passwords in User Administration and provide this 
information to the students.�

Instructions for locating student information in WIN Career Readiness System can be found in the�
Spotlight�- May 14 issue�(https://go.mi.gov/7ixa22556)�

WIN Learning�Contact Information�
For technical questions or issues�identified�during the survey process, schools/districts may contact:�

• WIN Learning Support:�Support@winlearning.com�or 888-717-9461 (option 2)�
• MDE OEAA Tech Support:�MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�or 877-560-8378 (option 2)�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/d9BnnM
WIN%20Learning%20Feedback%20Survey
WIN%20Learning%20Feedback%20Survey
https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/d9BnnM
https://go.mi.gov/7ixa22556
https://go.mi.gov/7ixa22556
mailto:Support@winlearning.com
mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
https://go.mi.gov/7ixa22556
https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/d9BnnM
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES�

2026 Building A Better Assessment Future Conference: 
From Innovation to Implementation�
Designed for Teams and Individuals�
August 6–7,�2026�
Kellogg Center, East Lansing, MI 

The�Building a Better Assessment Future�Conference (BBAF), hosted by the Michigan Assessment 
Consortium�(MAC)�(www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org)�brings�together educators from across 
the country to explore how to�translate innovative ideas into sustainable practice. 

Participants will: 

• Engage with national experts and practitioner leaders 
• Explore student-centered, equitable assessment systems 
• Leave with actionable strategies to lead meaningful change 

This year’s theme emphasizes leadership that turns vision into lasting impact for students. These MAC 
learning opportunities are designed to help leaders create the conditions where assessment works for 
students—not just on them. 

Learn more here:�https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better 
assessment-future-conference-2026/�

Questions?�Contact:�Dr. Ellen Vorenkamp�(evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org).�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better%20assessment-future-conference-2026/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better%20assessment-future-conference-2026/
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org?subject=Building%20A%20Better%20Assessment%20Future%20Conference
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org
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IMPORTANT DATES�
The Assessment Calendars web page�(go.mi.gov/10v9o2012) provides easy access to important state�
assessment dates. The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability offers calendars in Excel,�
PDF, and Google Calendar formats, making it convenient to view and use them in the format that works 
best for your needs.�

May 2026�
Start Date� Assessment/Task� End Date�

Available Now� M-STEP, MI-Access�
Preliminary Reports Available�
**within 48 hours of online test completion**�

N/A�

Available Now� Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments�
Individual Level Reports Available�
**within 48 hours of test completion**�

N/A�

Ongoing M-STEP�Online, MI-Access Online and Paper/Pencil�Test 
Administration Window�

Tomorrow�
Friday,�

May 22, 2026�

Ongoing� SAT with Essay, PSAT-related, M-STEP, MI-Access, 
Accountable Students Enrolled and Demographics�

Tuesday,�
June 9, 2026�

Tuesday,�
May 26, 2026�

SAT with Essay, PSAT-related, WIN Work Readiness�
Answer Documents Received�

Monday,�
June 1, 2026�

Tuesday,�
May 26, 2026�

SAT with Essay, PSAT-related�
Students Not Tested�

Monday, 
June 1, 2026�

Wednesday,�
May 27, 2026�

MI-Access�
Return of Materials Deadline –�All Grades/All Content Areas�

Wednesday,�
May 27, 2026�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
go.mi.gov/10v9o2012
https://go.mi.gov/10v9o2012
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IMPORTANT DATES�

June�2026�
Start Date� Assessment/Task� End Date�

Tuesday, 
June 2,�2026�

M-STEP, MI-Access, WIDA ACCESS & WIDA Alternate 
Access 
Answer Documents Received 

Tuesday,�
June 9, 2026�

Tuesday,�
June 2, 2026�

M-STEP, MI-Access, WIDA ACCESS & WIDA Alternate 
Access 
Students Not Tested 

Tuesday,�
June 9, 2026�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
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REMINDERS�

Interim Assessment Exploration Opportunity 
Michigan educators have an exciting opportunity to explore the Smarter Balanced Interim�
Assessments! Through a partnership with the Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC)�
and the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA), a statewide�
Professional Learning Community will be available during the 2026–27 school year to�
support collaboration, assessment literacy, instructional decision making, and balanced 

assessment practices. 

The Smarter Balanced interim assessments—offered in several formats that vary in grain size and�
purpose—provide flexible, standards-aligned tools for gathering�actionable evidence of student learning�
in English language arts and mathematics. Assessment�results�from these assessments guide teachers�
to targeted�resources in�the Tools for Teachers site, which provides aligned lessons, strategies, and 
supports to address specific learning needs identified by the assessments.�

Delivered through the same DRC INSIGHT platform used for Michigan’s M-STEP, these assessments�
mirror the rigor, academic vocabulary, and blueprints of the�state assessments while offering robust�
reporting tools�and item-level analysis�to support instructional decision making.�

Participating districts will engage in six virtual professional learning sessions between June 2026 and May 
2027�focused on implementation planning, reporting systems, data-driven dialogue, and use of Tools for 
Teachers resources. Educators can review the full schedule with topics and outcomes by accessing the�
Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Professional Learning Community flyer�
(https://go.mi.gov/jkijp2562). 

Up to 18 SCECHs will be available. There is no cost for participation. 

Interested educators can sign-up by going to the MAC’s Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Survey�
(https://mac.memberclicks.net/smarter-balanced-professional-learning-community). 

For more information or questions, contact Jennifer Paul (PaulJ@Michigan.gov)�or Ellen Vorenkamp�
(evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org).�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/jkijp2562
https://mac.memberclicks.net/smarter-balanced-professional-learning-community).
mailto:paulj@michigan.gov?subject=Interim%20Assessment%20Exploration%20Opportunity
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org?subject=Interim%20Assessment%20%20Exploration%20Opportunity
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org
mailto:PaulJ@Michigan.gov
https://mac.memberclicks.net/smarter-balanced-professional-learning-community
https://go.mi.gov/jkijp2562
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REMINDERS�

M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports Are Available�
M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports are available within 48 hours of students�
submitting their online tests. To access Preliminary Reports, log into the Office of 
Educational Assessment and Accountability OEAA Secure Site�(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-
secure), select the Reports�drop-down, and then select Dynamic Score Reports. Select 
your entity information and schools with data available, then select Open Report�in the�

lower right corner. 

For more information, see the�“M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports are Now Available” article in 
the Spotlight newsletter - April 9 issue�(https://go.mi.gov/ytc332527).�

Participate�in the Michigan Performance Assessment Cadre –�Cohort VII�
Join the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability as we work with the 
Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) to develop performance assessments aligned to 
Michigan’s model competencies.�

Interested participants can email a�resume�to�MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov, using the 
subject line “Performance Assessment Cadre VII,” by May 30, 2026. Then watch for an emailed intake 
survey from the MAC that will formalize your participation in�MiPAC�Cohort VII. Qualified candidates are 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis to join a select team of colleagues.�

Read more about this year-long professional development opportunity in the�Spotlight newsletter - March 
26 issue�(https://go.mi.gov/nzb4m2231).�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/ytc332527
mailto:%20MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
Spotlight%20newsletter%20--%20March%2026%20issue
Spotlight%20newsletter%20--%20March%2026%20issue
https://go.mi.gov/nzb4m2231
https://go.mi.gov/ytc332527
www.michigan.gov/oeaa


 
 

    
 

 
 

 
  

     
 

 

 

   
  

 
   

 
    

   
  

   
  

 

 

     
   

 
 

  
 

   
   

Michigan Department of Education�
Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability�

MAY 21,�2026 –�Spotlight Newsletter –�Page 19�

REMINDERS�

Get to Know�MiLearn�
MiLearn�(Michigan Linked Educational Assessment Reporting Network) is a�free digital 
reporting system�from the Michigan Department of Education’s Office of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability.�It delivers�state assessment results directly through 
a district’s Student Information System (SIS),�giving students, families, and educators 
quick access to data without�requiring�separate logins or platforms.�

Additional details are available in the�MiLearn: Expanding Access to State Assessment Results�document�
(https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997).�

For questions or onboarding support, contact:�Tim Davis, MiLearn Onboarding Specialist,�at�
DavisT54@Michigan.gov.�

Science Educators Invited to Participate in Science M-STEP Committees 

Science educators have several opportunities to contribute to the development and 
quality of the Michigan science M-STEP by serving on assessment committees 
throughout 2026. Educators may participate in reviewing science test items for content 
alignment, bias, and sensitivity; writing new stimulus and item clusters aligned to the 

NGSS 3-Dimensions�of Learning;�or�analyzing�data from�field-tested items to inform improvement 
decisions. Committee work takes place�between May and July and involves collaboration�with fellow 
educators to ensure fair, rigorous, and high-quality assessments. Stipends are provided for participants’�
time and expertise. 

Use this link�(https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome) to�
apply to the Michigan Assessments: Application for Test Development Committee Work today! 

Full details are available in the�Spotlight newsletter –�January 29 issue�(https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854) on 
page�4.�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997
mailto:davist54@michigan.gov?subject=MiLearn%20Support
https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome
https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854
https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854
https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome
https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997
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CONTACT�INFO�

OEAA Phone Tree Options�
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378�(select the appropriate�
option): 

• Option 1: For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the�OEAA Secure Site; administration 
of the M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 

• Option 2: For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing: 
➢ Option 1: eligibility to test and the�OEAA Secure Site�
➢ Option 2: administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)�
➢ Option 3�: administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test�

• Option 3: For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; 
Call 866-276-7735 for assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal�

• Option 4: For all other calls�
• Option 5: To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment�
• Option 6: To repeat these options�

Subscribe to MDE�Newsletters�
Stay up-to-date on the latest news�and information from the Michigan Department of Education. 
Subscribe�(https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new) to the Spotlight on 
Assessment and Accountability, MDE Official Communications, and MICIP Continuous Communication�
newsletters. 

• Archive for Spotlight on Assessment and Accountability�(www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight)�
• Archive for MDE Memos�(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos)�
• Archive for�MICIP�Continuous Communication�(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school-

performance-supports/micip/micip-continuous-communication)�

Michigan Department of Education�
608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915-0008�

Questions or Comments?  Contact MDE OEAA�
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov�

Accountability Questions:�MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov�
Website:�www.Michigan.gov/OEAA�| Phone:�877-560-8378�

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_138
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school-performance-supports/micip/micip-continuous-communication
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos
www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new

