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NEWS INFO 

Fall 2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment Training 
Opportunities 

The Office of Educational Assessment�and Accountability�(OEAA) is pleased to announce that the Fall�
2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment (ELMB) online training resources will be 
available beginning July 31, 2026. 

The following pre-recorded training module will be available through the DRC INSIGHT Portal 
(https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login): 

• Fall 2026 ELMB Administration Training (Technology Coordinators�&�Support�Staff)�
o Training Link (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C_9M3lgQ-d9r8mqBw-

gGFupHAO4_x9Fq/view?usp=drive_link) 

District and school staff are encouraged to review the applicable training materials prior to the start of�
the Fall 2026 administration window. Other training materials and additional resources will be available 
in the DRC INSIGHT Portal (https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login). 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C_9M3lgQ-d9r8mqBw-gGFupHAO4_x9Fq/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C_9M3lgQ-d9r8mqBw
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C_9M3lgQ-d9r8mqBw
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
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NEWS INFO 
2026–27 DRC Technology Training Sessions Available in August 
Be sure Technology Directors are aware of the 2026-27 Technology Setup and Installation Training 
presentation and�Q&A�sessions scheduled in August 2026. 

Summer 2026 Technology Setup & Installation (Recorded) Training 
For Technology Coordinators�&�Support�Staff�

• Training Link 
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/18KoeBcdRr0IhENA82NnT2vOM5RwW6iXD/view?usp=sharing) 

Technology Q & A Session 
Following the release of the pre-recorded technology training, OEAA and DRC will host a live Technology 
Q&A session to answer questions regarding technology�readiness,�system requirements, device�
configuration,�and�other�technology-related topics. 

DRC Live Technology Q & A Session 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 | 10:00 a.m. 

• Microsoft Teams Meeting Link 
(https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/262343383798297?p=p6UssTWsgAavpy5gFb) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18KoeBcdRr0IhENA82NnT2vOM5RwW6iXD/view?usp=sharing
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/262343383798297?p=p6UssTWsgAavpy5gFb
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/262343383798297?p=p6UssTWsgAavpy5gFb
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18KoeBcdRr0IhENA82NnT2vOM5RwW6iXD/view?usp=sharing
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/262343383798297?p=p6UssTWsgAavpy5gFb
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18KoeBcdRr0IhENA82NnT2vOM5RwW6iXD/view?usp=sharing
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NEWS INFO 
Spring 2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment 
Student and Aggregate Data Files Now Available 

The Spring 2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment student and 
aggregate�data�files are now available in the Office of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 

To access�your data�files, go to the�Reports menu and select Student Score Data Files 
and provide the requested information: 

File formats for the student and aggregate data�files are available on the download screen:�

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 

School Establishment for Spring 2027 

At the start of the school year, College Board will partner with the Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE) to establish schools for the Michigan-provided SAT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 for the Spring 2027 test 
administration. The�establishment�process�identifies�which Michigan schools�will�participate�and�sets�
them up for digital testing in College Board's systems. 

The establishment deadline typically falls in mid-to-late November. Schools must adhere to this deadline 
to ensure they are prepared for the Spring 2027 test administration. Once the process begins in 
August/September, coordinators�can check their school's establishment status�on the Office of�
Educational Assessment and Accountability Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 

More details will be available in future Spotlight newsletters. 

2026 Score Release Timeline 
Student score release will occur in two phases, contingent upon the student’s exam submission date. 
Educator score release in the K-12 Reporting Portal is scheduled for Monday, June 29, 2026. 

Student Answer 
Submission 

Student Scores 
Available in K-12 
Reporting Portal 

Scores Available to 
Students 

Electronic Score 
Reports Available for 

Educators 
by April 10, 2026 June 29, 2026 April 30, 2026 June 29, 2026 
by April 30, 2026 June 29, 2026 May 14, 2026 June 29, 2026 

(continues – page 7) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Students can access their scores in two ways: 

1. BigFuture School mobile app: PSAT 10 and SAT with Essay testers who opted in to BigFuture 
School can access scores and customized college and career guidance. 

2. College Board student account: Students may access scores via their College Board account. 

For full score access details, refer to the Spotlight newsletter – April 2 issue 
(https://go.mi.gov/r34y62306). 

College Board Contact Information 
• Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
• Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://go.mi.gov/ouxn32314
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
https://go.mi.gov/r34y62306
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WIN LEARNING INFO 
Reminder: Using Credentials 

After students complete all three WIN assessments, they earn a Work Readiness 
Credential at an Achievement Level of 2, 3, 4, or 5. Students with all scores above 1 earn a 
credential based on the lowest content-level score. 

More information about the credential Achievement Levels and how students can use 
their scores can be found in the Spotlight newsletter - May 7 issue 

(https://go.mi.gov/ffv0x2513). 

Reminder: Sharing Student Login Information to Access Credentials 
For students to access their credentials, they must log into WIN Career Readiness 
System. Administrators must look up student usernames and passwords in User 
Administration and provide this information to the students. 

Instructions for locating student information in WIN Career Readiness System can be 
found in the Spotlight newsletter - May 14 issue (https://go.mi.gov/7ixa22556). 

WIN Learning Contact Information 
For technical questions or issues identified during the survey process, schools/districts may contact: 

• WIN Learning Support: support@winlearning.com or 888-717-9461 (option 2) 
• MDE OEAA Tech Support: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov or 877-560-8378 (option 2) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
mailto:support@winlearning.com
mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
https://go.mi.gov/7ixa22556
https://go.mi.gov/ffv0x2513


  

  

  

  

   

   
   
   

  

  

Michigan Department of Education 
Office  of  Educational  Assessment  &  Accountability  

JUNE 18, 2026 – Spotlight Newsletter – Page 9 

TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
2026 Building A Better Assessment Future Conference: 
From Innovation to Implementation 
Designed for Teams and Individuals 
August 6–7, 2026 
Kellogg Center, East Lansing, MI 

The Building a Better Assessment Future Conference (BBAF), hosted by the Michigan Assessment 
Consortium (MAC) (www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org) brings together educators from across 
the country to explore how to translate innovative ideas into sustainable practice. 

Participants will: 

• Engage with national experts and practitioner leaders 
• Explore student-centered, equitable assessment systems 
• Leave with actionable strategies to lead meaningful change 

This year’s theme emphasizes leadership that turns vision into lasting impact for students. These MAC 
learning opportunities are designed to help leaders create the conditions where assessment works for 
students—not just on them. 

Learn more here: https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better 
assessment-future-conference-2026/ 

Questions? Contact: Dr. Ellen Vorenkamp (evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org). 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better%20assessment-future-conference-2026/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/building-a-better%20assessment-future-conference-2026/
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org?subject=Building%20A%20Better%20Assessment%20Future%20Conference
mailto:evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
Reimagining Assessment for Student Achievement 
Professional�Learning�for�Educational�Leaders�offered�by�the Michigan�Assessment�Consortium�

Educational leaders across Michigan are being called to do more than innovate — they are being called 
to implement — to build systems where assessment is not just a measure of learning, but a driver of it. 
This requires more than new tools. It requires intentional, aligned systems of assessment that: 

• center students as active participants in their learning 
• provide meaningful, actionable evidence 
• inform instruction in real time 

The Michigan Assessment Consortium (www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org) invites you to engage 
in a range of professional learning opportunities in the coming year—opportunities designed to fit your�
context, strengthen assessment practices, and ultimately increase student achievement. 

Learn more about Achieving Balance in Classroom Assessment, the Assessment Learning Institute, and 
Developing Quality Classroom Summative Assessments on the following pages. 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
http://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

Achieving Balance in Classroom Assessment (ABCA) 

Build a Balanced Assessment System from the Classroom Up 
Designed for Local Educational Agency (LEA) Teams and/or 
Intermediate School Districts (ISD)/Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA) Teams 
Series begin October 2026 and September 2026, respectively 

ABCA supports district and school teams in developing coherent, balanced assessment systems 
grounded in classroom practice. 

Participants will: 
• strengthen the connection between formative, interim, and summative assessments 
• align assessment with instruction and curriculum 
• use evidence of student learning to drive continuous improvement 

This year-long (all virtual) experience is ideal for leaders ready to move from isolated practices to system-
wide impact in collaboration with others. 

Learn more here: 
• Achieving Balance in Classroom Assessment for LEAs 

o (https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-
assessment/) 

• Achieving Balance in Classroom Assessment for ISDs 
o (https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-

assessment-isd-esa/) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-assessment/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-assessment-isd-esa/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-assessment-isd-esa/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

Assessment Learning Institute (ALI) 

Deepen Assessment Literacy. Strengthen Instructional Practice. 
Designed for Individuals 
Series Begins September 2026 

ALI is a year-long (all-virtual) professional learning experience that builds educators’ capacity to: 
• explore the use of balanced assessment systems 
• leverage quality assessment practices to advance learning 
• increase student ownership and engagement 

Leaders will gain the tools and understanding needed to support instructionally sound, assessment-
literate systems across classrooms. 

Learn more here: Assessment Learning Institute (https://qi.link/zmiFk2) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://qi.link/zmiFk2
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

Developing Quality Classroom Summative Assessments (DQCSA) 
Design Assessments That Truly Measure Student Learning 
Designed for Teams and Individuals 
November 9 – 10 and December 7, 2026 

This three-day professional learning series from the Michigan Assessment Consortium supports 
educators in designing high-quality, accurate classroom summative assessments that provide 
meaningful evidence of student learning. Grounded in 5 Keys to Quality Classroom Assessment, 
participants engage in a structured, hands-on process to build�and refine assessments that align to�
standards�and�reflect�the�depth of student�understanding.�

Participants will: 
• develop and use assessment blueprints to ensure alignment and balance 
• strengthen the design of selected response and constructed response assessments, as well as 

performance tasks 
• improve the accuracy, reliability, and fairness of classroom assessments 
• learn to analyze and communicate results clearly to students and stakeholders 
• explore strategies to increase student involvement, voice, and ownership in the assessment 

process 

This series is ideal for educators and leaders committed to ensuring that summative assessments are not 
just evaluative but instructionally meaningful and supportive of student achievement. 

Learn more here: Developing Quality Classroom Summative Assessments (https://qr.link/QzfSBM) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://qr.link/QzfSBM
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IMPORTANT DATES 
The Assessment Calendars web page (go.mi.gov/10v9o2012) provides easy access to important state 
assessment dates.�The Office of Educational Assessment�and Accountability�offers calendars in Excel,�
PDF, and Google Calendar formats, making it convenient to view and use them in the format that works 
best for your needs. 

July 2026 
Start Date Assessment/Task End Date 

Wednesday, 
July 1, 2026 

Spotlight newsletter will be on summer hiatus. 
We will return on Thursday, August 6, 2026. 

Thursday, 
August 6, 2026 

Tuesday, 
July 7, 2026 

WIDA Access, WIDA Alternate ACCESS – 
PDF Reports available�in�WIDA�AMS�&�downloadable�data 
file�available�in�OEAA Secure Site 
(http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) 

Ongoing 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
http://www.facebook.com/michdepted
http://www.instagram.com/michigan.students.first
http://www.x.com/mieducation
https://stateofmichigan.sharepoint.com/sites/MDE-Teams-OEAAMainLibrary/Shared%20Documents/OEAA/Spotlight/Spotlight%20Resources/go.mi.gov/10v9o2012
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
https://go.mi.gov/smo862563
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://go.mi.gov/10v9o2012
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REMINDERS 

Michigan Merit Exam Legislative Updates: What Districts Need to Know 
for 2026-27 
Recent legislation�will affect�the implementation of the Spring 2027 Michigan Merit Exam (MME).�

All grade 11 students—and some grade 12 students—are required to complete the MME, which includes 
the SAT, WIN Work Readiness Assessments, and M-STEP Science and Social Studies assessments. 

Work Readiness Assessment Student Opt Out 

Public Act 57 of 2025, (MCL 380.1279g) provides a student opt out option that applies to the WIN Work 
Readiness Assessment portion of the MME beginning in Spring 2027. This opt-out allowance is for 
students (only) and applies only to the work skills assessment—there is no opt out option for the SAT or 
M-STEP Science and Social Studies assessments. Districts are required to administer the WIN Work 
Readiness Assessment to all students who do not provide a signed opt-out form by February 28, 2027. 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Office of Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is working�
with partners to develop required resources for implementation of this opt out: 

• Consult with industry professionals to develop an informational letter that explains the purpose 
and benefit of the WIN Work Readiness assessment that�will�be posted on the�MME web page 
(www.michigangov/mme). 

ο Each school, district, Intermediate School District (ISD), and Public School Academy (PSA) 
must provide this letter to all impacted students by December 31, 2026. 

• Develop and post on the MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme) the opt-out waiver for students 
and parents or legal guardians to sign and submit to the student’s school by February 28, 2027. 

SAT Essay Portion (Only) No Longer Required 

Public Act 10 of 2026 (MCL 380.1279g) removes the requirement of the essay portion of the SAT starting 
with the Spring 2027 SAT administration and removes the requirement that college entrance exam scores 
be displayed on student transcripts. 

MDE will provide additional guidance as necessary in future Spotlight editions. 

Contact MDE OEAA at MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov or call 877-560-8378, Option 2 if you have any 
questions. 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 

mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/OEAA
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REMINDERS 
K12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law (MCL 380.1280f) – Third Grade Reading 
Proficiency Mailings 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) will send letters to the families of third 
grade�students�who scored “not�proficient”�on the�M-STEP English language arts. Schools 
must�provide�students�who score�“not�proficient”�with�interventions�and�supports,�and�
parents/guardians have the right to request a meeting with school officials to discuss�
those supports and interventions. 

Letters to families will be mailed by July 31, 2026. MDE will use student addresses in the Michigan 
Student Data System (MSDS) to send letters. Due to processing time, the letters will use student 
addresses that were updated in MSDS by June 9, 2026. If a student experiencing homelessness does not 
have an address in MSDS, the letter will be sent to the district homeless liaison listed in the Educational 
Entity Master (EEM). Please ensure the contact information in EEM is current and accurate. 

We recommend that district personnel check the third grade English language arts Preliminary Student 
Roster Report in the Dynamic Score Reporting Site accessed through the OEAA Secure 
Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) to identify students who scored�“not proficient” in reading and�
communicate with the parent or guardian to discuss the various reading support initiatives that will be 
made available to their student. 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 
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REMINDERS 
M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports Are Available 

M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports are available within 48 hours of students 
submitting their online tests. To access�Preliminary Reports, log into the Office of�
Educational Assessment and Accountability OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-
secure), select the Reports drop-down, and then select Dynamic Score Reports. Select 
your entity information and schools with data available, then select Open Report in the 

lower right corner. 

For more information, see the “M-STEP and MI-Access Preliminary Reports are Now Available” article in�
the Spotlight newsletter - April 9 issue (https://go.mi.gov/ytc332527). 

Student WIDA Screener Reports Now Available in MiLearn 
Educators, parents, and students can now access WIDA Screener student reports directly 
in MiLearn, allowing a faster, more streamlined way to review English learners’ (EL) 
proficiency�data and to support instructional planning for students. This update ensures 
that results for students who have completed the WIDA Screener and whose scores are 
already in the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) appear alongside other 

state-provided assessment information schools/districts already use. 

MiLearn is Michigan’s state-supported digital platform that brings together assessment results, growth 
data, and other key student information in one secure location. It is designed to help educators make 
informed decisions by offering clear,�easy-to-navigate reports and consistent access to statewide data. 

The addition of the WIDA Screener in MiLearn reporting is especially valuable for transfer students. When 
students are newly enrolled in a district, their assessment records in the OEAA Secure Site often lag 
behind their enrollment data. By including the WIDA Screener in MiLearn, districts gain access to 
students’ WIDA Screener scores within one day of the student being added to a district’s local student 
information system, without having to wait for a Student Record Maintenance update in the Michigan 
Student Data System. (continues – page 18) 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 
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REMINDERS 
WIDA Screener reports will now appear in the same familiar interface used in MiLearn for M-STEP and 
other state assessments. 

To explore more MiLearn features or to dive deeper into WIDA Screener reporting, educators can go 
to the MiLearn Resources Page (https://go.mi.gov/pkziy2602). Educators can also reach out to the OEAA 
by emailing John Price at PriceJ2@Michigan.gov or Tim Davis at DavisT54@Michigan.gov with questions. 

Get to Know MiLearn 
MiLearn (Michigan Linked Educational Assessment Reporting Network) is a free digital 
reporting system from the Michigan Department of Education’s Office of Educational�
Assessment and Accountability. It delivers state assessment results directly through 
a district’s Student Information System (SIS), giving students, families, and educators 
quick access to data without requiring separate logins or platforms. 

Additional details are available in the MiLearn: Expanding Access to State Assessment Results document 
(https://go.mi.gov/9syqa1997). 

For questions or onboarding support, contact: Tim Davis, MiLearn Onboarding Specialist, 
DavisT54@Michigan.gov. 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 
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REMINDERS 
Interim Assessment Exploration Opportunity 

Michigan educators have an exciting opportunity to explore the Smarter Balanced Interim 
Assessments! Through a partnership with the Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) 
and�the�Office�of�Educational�Assessment�and�Accountability�(OEAA),�a�statewide�
Professional Learning Community will be available during the 2026–27 school year to 
support collaboration, assessment literacy, instructional decision making, and balanced 

assessment practices. 

The Smarter Balanced interim assessments—offered in several formats that vary in grain size and�
purpose—provide�flexible,�standards-aligned tools for gathering actionable evidence of student learning 
in English language arts and mathematics. Assessment results from these assessments guide teachers 
to targeted resources in the Tools for Teachers site, which provides aligned lessons, strategies, and 
supports to�address�specific learning needs identified by the assessments.�

Delivered through the same DRC INSIGHT platform used for Michigan’s M-STEP, these assessments 
mirror the rigor, academic vocabulary, and blueprints of the state assessments while offering�robust 
reporting tools and item-level analysis to support instructional decision making. 

Participating districts will engage in six virtual professional learning sessions between June 2026 and 
May 2027 focused on implementation planning, reporting systems, data-driven dialogue, and use of 
Tools for Teachers resources. Educators can review the full schedule with topics and outcomes by 
accessing the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Professional Learning Community flyer�
(https://go.mi.gov/jkijp2562). 

Up to 18 SCECHs will be available. There is no cost for participation. 

Interested educators can sign-up by going to the MAC’s Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Survey 
(https://mac.memberclicks.net/smarter-balanced-professional-learning-community). 

For more information or questions, contact Jennifer Paul (PaulJ@Michigan.gov) or Ellen Vorenkamp 
(evorenkamp@michiganassessmentconsortium.org). 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 
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REMINDERS 
Science Educators Invited to Participate in Science M-STEP Committees 

Science educators have several opportunities to contribute to the development and 
quality of the Michigan science M-STEP by serving on assessment committees 
throughout 2026. Educators may participate in reviewing science test items for content 
alignment, bias, and sensitivity; writing new stimulus and item clusters aligned to the 

NGSS 3-Dimensions of Learning; or analyzing data from field-tested items to inform improvement 
decisions. Committee work takes place between May and July and involves collaboration with fellow 
educators to ensure fair, rigorous, and high-quality assessments. Stipends are provided for participants’ 
time and expertise. 

Use this link (https://web.cvent.com/survey/6c7780de-c8d8-479f-be93-52b38bfe8721/welcome) to 
apply to the Michigan Assessments: Application for Test Development Committee Work today! 

Full details are available in the Spotlight newsletter – January 29 issue (https://go.mi.gov/hzqs71854) on 
page 4. 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 
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CONTACT INFO 

OEAA Phone Tree Options 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate 
option): 

• Option 1: For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration 
of the M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 

• Option 2: For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing: 
 Option 1: eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
 Option 2: administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
 Option 3 : administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test 

• Option 3: For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; 
Call 866-276-7735 for assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

• Option 4: For all other calls 
• Option 5: To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 
• Option 6: To repeat these options 

Subscribe to MDE Newsletters 
Stay up-to-date on the latest news and information from the Michigan Department of Education. 
Subscribe (https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new) to the Spotlight on 
Assessment and Accountability, MDE Official Communications, and MICIP Continuous Communication 
newsletters. 

• Archive for Spotlight on Assessment and Accountability (www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight) 
• Archive for MDE Memos (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos) 
• Archive for MICIP Continuous Communication (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school-

performance-supports/micip/micip-continuous-communication) 

Michigan Department of Education 
608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915-0008 

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA 
Assessment Questions: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov 
Website: www.Michigan.gov/OEAA | Phone: 877-560-8378 
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