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NEWS

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment Test
Administration Window Opens Monday, August 17

The Fall 2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments Test Administration Window
opens next Monday, August 17, and will continue through October 23, 2026.

The following resources are available to support Fall 2026 test administration:

= Test Administration Manual (https://go.mi.gov/57g3p2077)
= |mportant Dates (https://go.mi.gov/pvg8r3088)
= Test Directions

o Early Literacy and Mathematics Online Test Directions Kindergarten
(https://mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=4d52dae4-cbbf-4a39-
9b0d-85e093b639df)

o Early Literacy and Mathematics Online Test Directions Grade 1
(https://mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=61e9e242-838d-4143-
9e7d-77f4a8bcf6c3)

o Early Literacy and Mathematics Online Test Directions Grade 2
(https://mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=eb35057b-7675-4fd9-
8be6-1b3bc5ece368)

Additional information and resources are available on the Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessment webpage (https://go.mi.gov/ysf282742).

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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Embargoed Growth Data Now Available for M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT

8/9 for Grade 8, and MI-Access Functional Independence

The Spring 2026 growth data for M-STEP, MI-Access Functional Independence (Fl), SAT with Essay, and
PSAT 8/9™ for grade 8, is now available in the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability OEAA
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) and the Dynamic Score Reporting Site.

Important Reminder: All Spring 2026 test results are embargoed until the public release of Spring
2026 assessment results later this summer.

Districts and schools will be notified through Spotlight when the embargo has been lifted. While
individual student results may be shared with parents at this time, it is not permissible to share any
school-, district-, or state-level results with parents, the community, or other external parties until the
embargo is lifted by the Michigan Department of Education. School board meetings are considered open
meetings; therefore, the sharing of embargoed assessment results at these meetings is not permissible
until the embargo is lifted.

Available growth data have been added to the following reports in the Dynamic Score Reporting Site:

¢ Individual Student Reports

e Student Overview Reports

e Student Roster Reports

e Student Growth and Proficiency (M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-related assessments)
e Student Growth and Performance (Ml-Access Fl) Reports

The M-STEP and PSAT 8/9 for Grade 8 and SAT with essay Student Growth and Proficiency Reports and
Ml-Access Fl Student Growth and Performance Reports include students’ overall performance on the
assessments and plot the student’s growth score (X-axis) and scale score (Y-axis). Growth Target is also
indicated as a dotted line on the Growth Score and Scale Score Graph.

Growth data is not available for all grades and content areas. The following tables show the grade and
content areas with valid growth data by assessment. In addition, if a student does not have a valid prior
test score, growth data is not available.

Growth Scores in science and social studies assessments are available for grades 8 and 11. Growth
Target and Growth Target Timeframe are not provided because the maximum timeframe is three years,
matching the interval between assessments.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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M-STEP Student Growth and Proficiency Reports

English Language Arts 4,5,6,7 Yes Yes Yes
Mathematics 4,5,6,7 Yes Yes Yes
Science 8,11 Yes No No
Social Studies 8,11 Yes No No

SAT with Essay and PSAT 8/9 Student Growth and Proficiency Reports

Reading and Writing, 8 and
Math 11

Yes Yes Yes

Ml-Access (Fl only) Student Growth and Performance Reports

The Growth and Performance Reports provide results for Functional Independence (Fl) assessments
only; they are not available for Supported Independence (Sl) or Participation (P) assessments. MI-Access
FI Growth and Performance Reports are available for:

English Language Arts and 4-8 &

Mathematics 11 ves ves ves
Science 8&11 Yes No No
Social Studies 8&11 Yes No No

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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Now Available: Benchmark Assessment/K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia
Clarification Document

A new Benchmark Assessment/K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Clarification Document
(https://go.mi.gov/ud14m3123) is now available.

The document provides clarifications of the assessment-related requirements of Michigan’s K-12 Literacy
and Dyslexia Law (PA 146) and the Benchmark Assessment Law (MCL 388.1704h) The information
includes the list of approved assessment tools under the K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia law, and the
benchmark assessments approved for funding through the Benchmark Assessment law.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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MiLearn Student User Guides Now Available
The new MilLearn User Guides for students are now available on the MiLearn Resources Page
(https://go.mi.gov/zgkx62565).

There is a User Guide for each of the five Student Information Systems supported by MiLearn
(PowerSchool, Infinite Campus, MISTAR-Q, Skyward SMS, and Synergy). If your school or district is
currently using MiLearn and has provided access to students, please provide them with this new
resource, according to your Student Information System.

e MilLearn Student User Guide for PowerSchool (https://go.mi.gov/hcsdv3125)

e MilLearn Student User Guide for Infinite Campus (https://go.mi.gov/68cd83126)
e MilLearn Student User Guide for MISTAR-Q (https://go.mi.gov/af7qk3127)

e MilLearn Student User Guide for Skyward SMS (https://go.mi.gov/s7ctk3128)

e MilLearn Student User Guide for Synergy (https://go.mi.gov/i93s43129)

Other features on the MiLearn Resources Page (https://go.mi.gov/zgkx62565) are resources for educators
and parents, as well as technical support documents. For more information about getting access to the
free MiLearn platform for your school or district, contact Tim Davis at DavisT54@michigan.gov.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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Parent Resources for Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessments, M-STEP and MI-Access Now Available

A parent-friendly online resource — Michigan Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment:
What It Is, What It Means, What It Offers (https://go.mi.gov/bg5n03130) — is available to help families
better understand Michigan’s Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments.

The document explains what the assessments measure, students’ experience when taking them, how
results are used, and how families can support their child in the assessment process.

Also available:

e Michigan’s Education Assessment System: What It Is, What It Means, and What It Offers
(https://go.mi.gov/e8nzq2144) provides an overview of Michigan’s state assessments, including
which assessments students take, how results are used and available practice resources.

e MiI-Access: Michigan’s Alternate Assessment—What It Is, Who It Is For, and What It Offers
(https://go.mi.gov/dvpw73089) explains the alternate assessments designed for students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities, including eligibility requirements, assessment levels,
subjects assessed and the role of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team in selecting the
appropriate assessment.

District and building coordinators are encouraged to share these resources with parents and families.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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English Learner Identification Protocol Update for 2026-27

The Michigan Department of Education revised the English Learner entrance criteria for students in
Kindergarten through Grade 12, including Young 5s.

Under the revised entrance protocol, potential English learner students who score below 4.0 in one or
more domains of the WIDA Screener will be identified as English learners and are eligible to receive
English language development services. This represents a change from the previous entrance criterion of
below 5.0 in one or more domains.

The updated criteria are intended to more accurately identify students who require English language
developmentinstruction. Districts must provide English learners instruction in English language
development and ensure they have access to appropriate instructional services.

Local education agencies should review the Michigan English Learner Entrance and Exit Protocol
(https://go.mi.gov/9c1su3131) for complete guidance on identification procedures, placement, and
implementation requirements.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov


mailto:MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
https://go.mi.gov/9c1su3131
https://go.mi.gov/9c1su3131
https://go.mi.gov/9c1su3131

Office of Educational Assessment & Accountability

ﬂ Michigan Department of Education
| August 13, 2026 - Spotlight Newsletter — Page 10

COLLEGE BOARD

Spring 2027 Test Dates

The Spring 2027 testing window for the Michigan-provided SAT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 (grades 8 and 9) is
April 5 - 30, 2027.

Additional details on staff training, key deadlines, and preparation for the Spring 2027 SAT Suite of
Assessments will be shared in upcoming Spotlight newsletters.

School Establishment and the Educational Entity Master (EEM)

School establishment is the process through which Michigan schools are identified for participation in
the College Board Suite of assessments and are set up—or “established”—for spring testing in College
Board systems.

Please see the August 6 Spotlight (https://go.mi.gov/g9aqs3106) for more details.

Updated Bluebook Technical Requirements for 2026-27

College Board has released updated Bluebook technical requirements for the 2026-27 school year.
These updates include changes to minimum operating system versions and Chromebook settings
needed for supported digital testing.

Technology staff should review the new requirements and ensure district devices and management
settings are aligned prior to Spring 2027 testing. Complete details—including device specifications,
network readiness information, and Chromebook verified mode guidance—are available on the Bluebook
Technical Requirements Update page (https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/technology/updates-
releases/new-requirements?SFMC_cid=EM1605688-).

Join Us for the Spring 2026 Scores and Reporting Webinar

Avirtual Scores and Reporting Webinar for Spring 2026 PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, and SAT results will be held on
Wednesday, August 19, 2026. Details and registration information are available in the Professional
Training section of this Spotlight.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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New in Spotlight: Updates to Training and Important Dates

Beginning in the 2026-27 school year, all comprehensive training information and important dates will
appear in the designated Professional Training and Important Dates sections of the Spotlight. These
sections provide the field with a clearer and more consistent way to locate statewide training
opportunities and key assessment dates.

Articles related to individual assessment program sections—such as College Board, and WIN Learning—
will continue to mention upcoming trainings and provide reminders about tasks connected to specific

dates.

We encourage readers to review these sections in each issue to stay informed about relevant timelines,
available sessions, and upcoming responsibilities throughout the school year.

College Board Contact Information

e Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
e Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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WIN LEARNING

Updates to Training and Important Dates in Spotlight

Beginning in the 2026-27 school year, all comprehensive training information and important dates will
appear in the designated Professional Training and Important Dates sections of the Spotlight. These
sections provide the field with a clearer and more consistent way to locate statewide training
opportunities and key assessment dates.

Articles related to individual assessment program sections—such as College Board, and WIN Learning—
will continue to mention upcoming trainings and provide reminders about tasks connected to specific
dates.

We encourage readers to review these sections in each issue to stay informed about relevant timelines,
available sessions, and upcoming responsibilities throughout the school year.

WIN Learning Contact Information
e Win Learning Support: mailto:support@winlearning.com or 888-717-9461 (option 2)
e MDE OEAATech Support: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov or 877-560-8378 (option 2)

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
Register Now for Fall 2026 School Accountability Workshops

Are you new to school accountability or need a refresher? Would you like to learn more
about navigating, interpreting, and using school accountability reports and data? The
School Accountability from the Michigan Department of Education is holding FREE, in-
person learning workshops this fall.

Space is limited for the in-person events, so register today (https://go.mi.gov/vu3jr3132) to guarantee
your spot!

e Tuesday, September 22, 2026
e 8:30a.m.-12:15p.m.

e KentISD Education Services Center
2930 Knapp St. NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49525

e Thursday, October 1, 2026
e 8:30a.m.-12:15p.m.,
e Saginaw ISD Unity Hall
3860 Fashion Square Blvd. Saginaw, M| 48603

For those interested in a remote option or unable to attend in-person, we are also hosting a single virtual
session without the interactive activities of the in-person workshops. The virtual session does not require
pre-registration.

e Wednesday, October 14, 2026
e 8:30a.m.-12:15p.m.
e Microsoft Teams
o Virtual Meeting Link — Click to Join Meeting:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2359908173689627?p=mE4wUE47Jigddc0A4q
o Download Event to Calendar (.ics file)

SCECHSs will be available for in-person and virtual event options. An additional in-person event at Wayne
RESA is currently in the planning phase and will be available for registration at a later date.

More information about upcoming school accountability workshops can be found at: 2026 School
Accountability Workshops (https://go.mi.gov/vu3jr3132).

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
Fall 2026 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessment Training

Resources
District and Building Assessment Coordinators are encouraged to review the available
online test administration training resources before the Fall 2026 Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessment administration.

e District and Building Coordinator Training Session (Meeting Recording)

o https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C_9M3lgQ-d9r8mgBw-gGFupHAO4_x9Fqg/view
e PowerPoint Slides

o https://drive.google.com/file/d/TRQPcGdzyTRR1nC5DNU-5MptOn0OgM3-kk/view
e Test Administration Manual

o https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/early-literacy-and-

mathematics-benchmark-assessments

o Online Test Directions
o https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/early-literacy-and-
mathematics-benchmark-assessments
e Benchmark Assessment Tutorial
o https://wbte.drcedirect.com/Ml/portals/mi
e Online Training Tools (OTTs)
o https://wbte.drcedirect.com/Ml/portals/mi

DRC Technology Training for M-STEP, MI-Access, and Early Literacy and

Mathematics Benchmark Assessments Online Testing
Share the available 2026-27 technology training with your Technology Coordinators.

Technology Coordinators

° Technology Coordinator Training (Recorded)
=  DRC INSIGHT Portal: https://mi.drcedirect.com

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
College Board Spring 2026 Scores and Reporting Webinar

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) and College Board invite you to a virtual Scores and
Reporting Webinar on Wednesday, August 19, 2026, 1:00-2:30 p.m. EST.

This interactive session will help you access and make the most of your Spring 2026 PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10,
and/or SAT School Day data as you head into the new school year. Together, we will walk through what
each reportis designed to show you, how to disaggregate your results, and how to connect student
performance bands to targeted skill instruction.

Designed for administrators, counselors, and other school leaders, the session supports team-based
data review and instructional planning. Schools and districts are encouraged to attend as ateam to
maximize the value of the data and resources shared.

Arecording of the webinar will be available for those unable to attend the live session. Staff may register
for the webinar using the College Board registration page
(https://collegeboard.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ftuEe0Z2R1C0nzaOiPrPww).

Please share this registration page with relevant staff.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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IMPORTANT DATES

August 2026

The Assessment Calendars web page (go.mi.gov/10v902012) provides easy access to important state
assessment dates. The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability offers calendars in Excel,
PDF, and Google Calendar formats, making it convenient to view and use them in the format that works

best for your needs.

Important dates for the 2026-27 academic year are currently available only for the Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessment. As additional dates are finalized for other Michigan-administered
assessment programs—M-STEP, SAT, PSAT, WIN Work Readiness, MI-Access, and WIDA—they will be
shared in upcoming issues of Spotlight.

Start Date Assessment/Task End Date
Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments Friday,
Ongoing Pre-identification of students in the OEAA Secure Site October 23, 2026
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) by 12:00 p.m.
Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments .
. . . . Friday,
Ongoing Create/Manage Online Test Registrations (formerly called October 23. 2026
test sessions) in DRC INSIGHT Portal ’
Ongoing WIDA Screener Cycle | Opens Ongoing
Monday, Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments Friday,
August 17,2026 | Fall 2026 test administration window October 23, 2026

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378

Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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REMINDERS

MiPAC Website

Have you checked out the Michigan Performance Assessment Cadre (MiPAC) website
(https://MiPAC.net), which was co-developed by the Michigan Department of Education

and the Michigan Assessment Consortium?

More than 70 new assessments have been added this summer to the interactive site,
bringing the total to more than 240 student-centered assessments for voluntary use in any Michigan
classroom. These teacher-developed assessments are especially useful in flexible learning
environments.

The MiPAC website offers an easy-to-search library of performance assessments aligned to Michigan’s
Model Competencies in English language arts (ELA) for grades 3-12 (https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-
Pages/ModelComp_K-12ELA.pdf), and to Michigan’s Model Competencies in Mathematics for grades 3-8
(https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pages/ModelComp_K-8Math.pdf). Users can browse by subject area,
grade level, keyword, Big Idea, or Competency.

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378
Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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CONTACTINFO
OEAA Phone Tree Options

For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate

option):

Option 1: Forinquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure); administration of the M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and
Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting
Option 2: Forinquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing:
» Option 1: eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site
» Option 2: administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
» Option 3: administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test
Option 3: Forinquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment;
Call 866-276-7735 for assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal
Option 4: For all other calls
Option 5: To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6: To repeat these options

Subscribe to the Michigan Department of Education Newsletters

Stay up-to-date on the latest news and information from the Michigan Department of Education.
Subscribe (https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new) to the Spotlight on
Assessment and Accountability, MDE Official Communications, and MICIP Continuous Communication

newsletters.

Archive for Spotlight on Assessment and Accountability (www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight)

Archive for MDE Memos (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/memos)

Archive for MICIP Continuous Communication (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/school-
performance-supports/micip/micip-continuous-communication)

Michigan Department of Education
608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915-0008

Questions or Comments? Contact MDE OEAA: 877-560-8378

Assessment: MDE-OEAA@Michigan.gov | Accountability: MDE-Accountability@Michigan.gov
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