STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GLENN M. MALEYKO, Ph.D.
GRET%QEEIR\,\%TTMER LANSING STATE SUPERINTENDENT
MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 5, 2026
TO: Title IV, Part A Stronger Connections Grant Program Recipients
FROM: Aimee Alaniz, Director o

Office of Health and Safety

Corinne E. Edwards, Ed.D., Director
Office of Educational Supports

SUBJECT: Title IV, Part A Stronger Connections Grant Application Amendment
Release in NexSys for Current Recipients

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has been awarded additional funding
from the U.S. Department of Education (USED) under the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act (BSCA), Stronger Connections Grant (SCG). The SCG program uses
Title IV, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act for state education
agencies (SEAs) to competitively award subgrants to Title IV, Part A eligible high-
need local education agencies (LEAs), including public school academies, to expand
vital mental health services and provide additional support to design, enhance, and
implement initiatives that will promote safer, more inclusive, and positive school
environments. For more information, please visit the BSCA website to review
frequently asked questions.

Current SCG program recipients have received an additional allocation. New
allocations are published on the Title 1V, Part A SCG Program webpage, under Grant
Application Guidance, under the Budget section. Please refer to the “total availability”
column on the amended program allocations for current SCG recipients list.

To accept additional funds, all current SCG recipients will be required to amend their
district’'s SCG budget in NexSys based on the current implementation plan. SCG
recipients will only be permitted to prepare an amendment during the designated
amendment periods.

Amended SCG Application Release
The application is now available in NexSys. Note: an amendment in NexSys must be
initiated by Level 5 authorized users.
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Amended SCG Application Submission Deadline
The amended SCG application is due in NexSys no later than Monday, June 29, 2026,
at 5:00 pm EST.

Equitable Services for Private Non-Public Schools

For traditional public school districts with participating private schools located within
their district boundaries, private schools must be included in the planning,
implementation, and evaluation of the additional awarded SCG funds.

As a part of the budget amendment process, traditional public schools are required
to schedule a timely and meaningful consultation meeting with current participating
private school officials, and provide eligible private school students and educators
services and other benefits that are equitable in comparison to services and other
benefits provided with Title IV, Part A SCG funds to public school students and
educators (ESEA section 8501(a)(1),(3)(A) (pg.414).

A template equitable services calculation worksheet and an equitable services
consultation form are available on the Title IV, Part A SCG website under the
Equitable Services for Non-Public Schools tab to support the consultation process for
the SCG program. As a part of the SCG amendment process, these 2 documents
must be uploaded to your application in NexSys.

SCG Amendment Webinars

For current SCG recipients, an amendment webinar was held on Monday, June 1,
2026. The PowerPoint presentation will be posted on the Title IV, Part A SCG website
for your reference.

The SCG amendment office hours are an additional optional webinar to answer SCG
program recipient questions. The SCG Zoom session is scheduled for approximately
50 minutes. Registration is required for participation:

e Monday, June 15, 2026, at 11:00 am
SCG Zoom Registration

SEA Potential 12-Month SCG Program Extension Request

The project period for the SCG program is scheduled to close on September 30,
2026. USED has offered an opportunity for SEAs to request a 12-month extension for
the SCG program. The application window is anticipated to open in June 2026 for
SEAs. If SEA extensions are allowed and approved by USED, the project period for all
current SCG recipients would extend to September 30, 2027. Additional information
regarding a potential SEA extension for the SCG program period will be shared as it
becomes available.

Request to Relinquish Additional SCG Funds

If your LEA chooses not to apply for additional awarded SCG federal funds, a SCG
Request to Relinquish Funds Form with instructions will be posted on the Title 1V,
Part A SCG website during the amendment window.
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For technical assistance and support related to the Title IV, Part A Stronger
Connections Grant amendment process, please email your inquiries to
MDE-TitleIVASCG@Michigan.gov.

NexSys
For assistance with MILogin for Business, please call 877-932-6424.

Questions and concerns about applications in NexSys can also be directed to:
MDE-NexSys-Applications@Michigan.gov.

Questions about the accounting system in NexSys should be referred to:
MDE-NexSys-Accounting@Michigan.gov.

To review additional information on the NexSys website, users may visit:
Michigan.gov/MDE-NexSys.
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