Mi Title IV, Part A Stronger Connections Grant
Frequently Asked Questions

T4PA SCG FAQ

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Title IV, Part A: Stronger Connections Grant
(T4PA SCG) Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is intended to answer questions
regarding the T4PA SCG program. The U.S. Department of Education (USED) Stronger
Connections Grant FAQ document is used to inform; the answers provided in this
document will be updated as new information becomes available. For questions related to
the Stronger Connections Grant, please email MDE-TitleIVASCG@michigan.gov.

What is the T4PA SCG program?

On June 25, 2022, President Biden signed the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA),
which provides $1 billion in funding to State Educational Agencies (SEAs) to be distributed
under Title IV, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). The
BSCA specifies that SEAs must make competitive subgrants to high-need local educational
agencies (LEAs), as determined by the SEA, for activities to support safe and healthy
students under section 4108 of the ESEA.

How much funding did Michigan receive through the T4PA SCG?

Michigan received a T4PA SCG award of $27,899,224. Michigan Department of Education
(MDE) is responsible for administering the T4PA SCG program. MDE is responsible for
allocating 95 percent of that amount per USED, which equals $25,650,000.

How does the T4PA SCG program relate to the existing Title IV, Part A formula
grant program?

Congress provided funding in the BSCA for the Stronger Connections grant program under
Title IV, Part A of the ESEA, but established some requirements unique from the typical
Title IV, Part A program. Under Stronger Connections, an SEA must make subgrant
awards on a competitive basis to high-need LEAs, as determined by the SEA, and funds
may be used only for activities authorized under section 4108 of the ESEA. Funds
allocated under the program must be administered and tracked separately from a SEA’s or
LEA’s regular Title IV, Part A formula allocation. The requirements of Title IV, Part A also
apply to these funds, including but not limited to the supplement, not supplant
requirement (ESEA Section 4110); the maintenance of effort requirement (ESEA Section
8521); and the requirement to provide equitable services to private school students and
personnel (ESEA Section 8501 et seq.). These FAQs address only the T4PA SCG program
funds under the BSCA; they do not address the general Title IV, Part A formula grant
program.
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What is the period of availability of the T4PA SCG funds?

T4PA SCG funds are available for obligation to SEA recipients and LEA subrecipients
through Sept. 30, 2026. This period includes the additional 1-year period of fund
availability provided under section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA)
(the “Tydings Amendment”).

Is the T4PA SCG a formula or a competitive grant?

The T4PA SCG is a competitive grant. The SEA, in this case, MDE, must develop a T4PA
SCG subgrant competition. The competition must seek applications from high-need LEAs
to use funds for activities under section 4108 of the ESEA. However, MDE may design its
T4PA SCG LEA subgrant competition to prioritize a specific scope of LEA activities within
the breadth of one or more specific allowable activities.

What is Michigan’s definition of a high-need LEA?

Michigan defines a high-need LEA as having high rates of poverty with schools over 40%
free and reduced lunch percentages, chronically absent students, exclusionary discipline,
high student-to-mental health professional ratio, referrals to the juvenile justice system,
bullying/harassment, community/school violence, substance abuse or places that
experienced a traumatic event.

What is MDE’s application process for the T4PA SCG program?

The application will be completed in NexSys and will be available in the middle of Fiscal
Year 2024.

Which LEAs are eligible for the T4PA SCG program?

Title I, Part A high-need local education agencies (LEAS), including public school
academies (PSAs), are eligible to submit a proposal for the Title IV, Part A Stronger
Connections Grant in NexSys. Some LEAs may have recently come into existence for
which MDE does not have sufficient poverty, exclusionary discipline, or chronic
absenteeism data to score the application competitively and, therefore, will not receive a
T4PA SCG application.

When will Michigan’s T4PA SCG application open and close?

Michigan’s application will open in Winter 2024 and will close one month after opening.



When will T4PA SCG funds be available?

For eligible LEAs that submit a completed application in NexSys within the application
window, the approved date for awarded funds will be in the winter of Fiscal Year 2024.
Once the application is complete and approved by MDE staff, Grant Award Notices (GANs)
and Award Letters will be available in NexSys.

How will our LEA apply for the T4PA SCG?

All applications will be completed, scored, and approved in NexSys. Upon approval, GANs
and Award Letters will be sent through NexSys.

Are equitable services required under the T4PA SCG program?
Yes. This funding was provided through Title IV, Part A. Each LEA receiving a T4PA SCG

subgrant must, after timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate private school
officials, provide eligible private school students and educators services and other benefits
that are equitable in comparison to services and other benefits provided with T4PA SCG
funds to public school students and educators (ESEA section 8501(a)(1), (3)(A)).

What is the process for T4PA SCG LEA subrecipients to provide equitable
services?

An eligible LEA applying for a T4PA SCG subgrant must consult with appropriate private
school officials before the entity makes any decision that affects the opportunities of
eligible private school children and educators to participate (ESEA section 8501(c)(3)).
Such consultation might include a brief survey of non-public schools or other information
gathering to indicate the schools’ interest in participating and the population to be served.
Such consultation will allow the LEA to consider the needs of all students and educators—
both public and private—in developing its application and to consider the projected costs
for equitable services in the application. If an LEA successfully receives a T4PA SCG
subgrant, it must continue to consult with interested private school officials on the specific
services the LEA will provide students and educators, consistent with the LEA’s approved
application.

The Stronger Connections application will be loaded with a base service amount for
nonpublic schools that are currently participating in Title IV, Part A in the FY23
Consolidated application. As stated above, the LEA must consult with all nonpublic schools
within the attendance area to determine if the schools have health and safety needs and
want to participate in the T4PA SCG. If a nonpublic school has an identified service
amount but has no identified need under the T4PA SCG, those funds should be pooled for
additional services at other participating nonpublic schools. If there is a nonpublic school
that does not have a preloaded T4PA SCG equitable service amount but has an identified
need that could be met by the T4PA SCG, funds from other participating nonpublic schools
should be pooled for services at all interested schools. In the nonpublic setting, services



must be secular and non-ideological and must not lead to permanent improvements in the
school.

Do T4PA SCG funds need to supplement, not supplant, state and local funding?

Yes. The requirements of Title IV, Part A also apply to these funds, including but not
limited to the supplement, not supplant requirement (ESEA section 4110) and the
maintenance of effort requirement (ESEA section 8521).

Which stakeholders should the LEA be involved with when developing an
application?

Districts and schools should provide a team approach to offer ongoing and meaningful
opportunities for educators, staff, students, and families to be involved in the
development of the LEA application and throughout the planning and implementation
stages. The team should:

e Meet regularly.

e Include representation from district or school Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) and behavioral threat assessment or behavioral health
and wellness teams.

e Include representation from partners such as county and local agencies,
prevention coalitions, state support teams, regional safety liaisons, local health
departments, job and family services, juvenile court, the district liaison or
educator supporting students in the justice system, homeless liaisons, and local
law enforcement.

To conduct a thorough needs assessment, district, and school teams should examine
relevant data to understand the most pressing needs of students, schools, and educators.
The team should:

e Use the Michigan Continuous Improvement Process framework to help determine
needs.

e Use available data to inform decision-making. This may include data from the
district and school’s PBIS Team, discipline data, academic and attendance data,
data from a school counselor, behavioral health and wellness coordinator, school
nurse, school resource officer, data collected through surveys like the Michigan
Profile for Healthy Youth (MiPHY), other district and school climate data,
information collected by a local or county provider agency, or student and family
stories.

e Facilitate focus groups and interviews with school administrators, teachers,
school staff, students, and parents to ask for their input about school health
and safety needs.



e Disaggregate data to identify how subgroups (age, gender, race, ethnicity, and
grade band) experience school differently.

e Map existing school programs, policies, and practices or initiatives to identify
gaps in programming and procedures to meet student and staff safety and well-
being needs through such tools as the Healthy School Action Tool.

How can the LEA select evidence-based interventions?

The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act established a Federal Clearinghouse on School
Safety and Evidence-based Practices. The Clearinghouse, SchoolSafety.gov, provides LEAs
with actionable recommendations to create a safe and supportive learning environment
where students can thrive and grow.

District and school teams, along with their partners, should select evidence-based
interventions that address identified needs and have the capacity to be implemented after
local needs have been identified. The team should:

e Use reputable resources that include evidence-based interventions and effective
programs, such as SchoolSafety.gov, What Works Clearinghouse, the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Evidence-Based
Practice Resource Center, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) Finding Evidence-based Programs and Practice.

e Select interventions that effectively address the priority risk and protective
factor and are a good fit for the school community.

e Select and implement interventions with evidence of effectiveness, fidelity,
strong conceptual fit, and practical fit.

e Consider implementing activities identified in the U.S. Department of
Education Frequently Asked Questions document.

e Use SAMSHA Guidance for Selecting Best-fit Programs and Practices.

How should the LEA plan to implement evidence-based interventions?

Implementing evidence-based strategies and activities will impact the ultimate success of
an intervention and increase student, educator, and staff safety and well-being. The team
should:

e Engage LEA leaders, students, parents, families, and community members.

e Include partners such as county and local agencies, prevention coalitions,
juvenile court, the district liaison or educator supporting students involved in the
justice system, homeless liaisons, and local law enforcement.

e Identify team members who will implement the programs and practices to
address identified student health and safety needs.

e Consider program design and the ability to implement effectively.


https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://www.samhsa.gov/resource-search/ebp
https://www.samhsa.gov/resource-search/ebp
https://www.samhsa.gov/resource-search/ebp
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/20190719-samhsa-finding_evidence-based-programs-practices.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/20190719-samhsa-finding_evidence-based-programs-practices.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2022/11/BSCA_Stonger_Connections_FAQs_11-2022-FINAL.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2022/11/BSCA_Stonger_Connections_FAQs_11-2022-FINAL.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2022/11/BSCA_Stonger_Connections_FAQs_11-2022-FINAL.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/selecting-best-fit-programs-practices-guidance-substance-misuse.pdf

e Tailor strategies to address the local conditions lived experiences, and school
community needs.

e Develop an action plan to fund, implement, and evaluate T4PA SCG evidence-based
programs and practices.

e Clearly communicate with students, families, and the community.

e Facilitate professional development opportunities for school staff that focus on
the dimensions of the evidence-based interventions selected to create a safe
and healthy learning environment.

How can the LEA involve community partners as they implement evidence-based
interventions?

The LEA can collaborate with community partners to lay the foundation for staff and
student wellness and safety. Community partners can support districts by providing
content expertise, data, planning support, financial knowledge, and organizational capital.
They may be able to advise LEAs to fill gaps and remove barriers, and they may assist
with identifying resources and strategies that align with needs. LEAs and community
partners may consider establishing new programs together or expanding existing
programs. It is important to note that LEAs must comply with the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) when dealing with student data.

LEAs can leverage existing collaborative teams, such as a district leadership team, to
engage diverse groups of local stakeholders. LEAs can ensure they engage internal and
external partners that represent the school’s wellness and safety needs by prioritizing
and capturing diverse voices.

What should the LEA do to monitor and evaluate the evidence-based
intervention?

School teams should regularly monitor and evaluate evidence-based interventions to
examine how interventions are working with students and staff. The team should:

¢ Conduct process and outcome evaluations with the team throughout the
planning and implementation process.

e Use data collected to determine whether selected programs and practices are
having the intended impact with students and staff.

e Reflect on the outcomes of the strategies implemented; districts and schools
must consider continuing, modifying, or eliminating practices.



What are some additional health and safety resources?

LEAs may consider other resources and information when developing an application and
identifying the use of T4PA SCG funds. Additional resources include:

The Institute of Education Sciences’ Regional Education Laboratories Program -
Survey Methods for Educators.

Safer Schools and Best Practices Clearinghouse.

Guide for Preventing and Responding to School Violence.

World Health Organization School-based Violence Prevention.

Guide for Developing High-Quality School Emergency Operations Plans.

What are allowable activities that LEAs can fund with the T4PA SCG program?

LEAs must use T4PA SCG funds for activities allowable under section 4108 of the ESEA.
These allowable activities include:

Student Physical and Mental Health

e Drug and violence prevention.

e Health and safety practices in school or athletic programs.

e School-based health and mental health services.

e Healthy, active lifestyle, nutritional education.

e Physical activities.

e Trauma-informed classroom management.

e Preventing the use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, smokeless tobacco, electronic
cigarettes.

e Chronic disease management.

e Professional development and training for school staff on student physical and
mental health.

e Other training or activity that fosters safety, health, and related training for
school staff.

Safe and Supportive Schools

e Preventing bullying and harassment.

e Restorative Practices.

e Alternatives to Suspension and Exclusion.

¢ Relationship-building skills.

e School dropout prevention.

e Re-entry programs and transition services for justice-involved youth.

e Establish learning environments and enhance students' effective learning skills
that are essential for school readiness and academic success, such as by
providing integrated systems of student and family supports.


https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/northeast/Publication/3752
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/northeast/Publication/3752
https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/
https://bja.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh186/files/Publications/IACP_School_Violence.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/58081/file/UNICEF-WHO-UNESCO-handbook-school-based-violence.pdf
https://rems.ed.gov/docs/School_Guide_508C.pdf

e Child sexual abuse awareness and prevention.

¢ Reducing the use of exclusionary discipline practices and promoting supportive
school discipline.

e Suicide prevention.

¢ Violence prevention, crisis management, and conflict resolution.

e Preventing human trafficking.

e Building school and community relationships.

e Culturally responsive teaching and professional development of implicit bias.

e Professional development and training for school staff on safe and supportive
schools.

e Other programs or activities that foster safe, healthy, supportive, and drug-free
school environments, including direct student services and training for school
staff.

Cross-Cutting Authorized Activities

e Mentoring and school counseling.
e Schoolwide Positive Behavioral Interventions.
e Pay-for-Success initiatives aligned with the purposes of Title IV.

LEAs can also reference the Safe and Healthy Students sections of the Non-Regulatory
Guidance for the Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants for additional
information and resources related to these allowable uses.

Links to Resources

Michigan Department of Education MTSS Supports and Resources

Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports

Michigan’s Family Engagement Framework and Planning Tools
MDE Health and Safety

Michigan Model for Health

Anti-Bullying and Harassment Plans

Alternatives to Suspension and Expulsion Toolkit
MDE Model Anti-Bullying Policy
Emergency Operating Plan and Emergency Drills

Home - Attendance Works



https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essassaegrantguid10212016.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essassaegrantguid10212016.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/mtss
https://www.pbis.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/resources/family-engagement
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/health-safety/curriculum/health
https://www.michiganmodelforhealth.org/
https://www.stopbullying.gov/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/health-safety/alt-expulsions-toolkit
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Year/2021/01/13/Model_Anti-Bullying_Policy_2020_FINAL_12820.pdf?rev=6db819401c7c47c1b91ddf1c1c20a582&hash=014C43CE98772E425F25D140D8F67A96
https://rems.ed.gov/districtguide.aspx
https://www.attendanceworks.org/

Are there any activities that are prohibited and cannot be funded with the T4PA
SCG program?

Yes. Any activity or program that would require construction is prohibited. Construction
means “(A) the preparation of drawings and specifications for school facilities; (B)
erecting, building, acquiring, altering, remodeling, repairing, or extending school facilities;
(C) inspecting and supervising the construction of school facilities; and (D) debt service
for such activities” (20 U.S.C. § 7713(3)). In addition, LEAs cannot use funds for the
provision to any person of a dangerous weapon or training in the use of a dangerous
weapon as prohibited under Section 13401 of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, which
amends Section 8526 of the ESEA. Furthermore, LEAs must ensure that the activity is not
one of the prohibited activities described in ESEA Section 4001(b) or Section 8526 as
amended by the ESSA.

What monitoring and reporting will be required for the T4PA SCG program?

The T4PA SCG is a federal award that will require reporting methods similar to those of the
Title IV, Part A program. Like the Title IV, Part A program, the T4PA SCG will use Fund
Code 584. LEAs must track T4PA SCG funds separately from the regular Title IV, Part A
allocation using a special cost center, job code, or similar identifier. Funds should also be
tracked by state fiscal year. Although the T4PA SCG covers multiple years, a Final
Expenditure Report will be required at the end of each state fiscal year. In addition, as
required with all federally funded activities, there is an expectation that the LEA will
monitor the funded programs for effectiveness. As a condition of receiving T4PA SCG
funds, LEAs will participate, as requested, in any Department monitoring or evaluation of
the T4PA SCG program. LEAs will also cooperate with any audit or examination of records
with respect to such funds. LEAs should keep records to document all parts of their
competitive application, including consultation with stakeholders, identified needs, and the
integration of T4PA SCG programs into their required Federal and State. Documentation
should also include evidence of the programs provided with T4PA SCG funds and the
evaluation of their effectiveness.

Do the uniform grant requirements apply to the T4PA SCG program?

Yes. The T4PA SCG is a Title IV, Part A program, and the requirements for subrecipients of
federal awards apply to this grant. Please see Uniform Title 4A Grant Website.



https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title%3A20%20section%3A7713%20edition%3Aprelim)
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/title-iv-part-a-statute#Sec%204001
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/09/Title-IV-A-Program-Profile.pdf#:%7E:text=The%20Title%20IV-A%20program%20is%20intended%20to%20improve,academic%20achievement%20and%20digital%20literacy%20of%20all%20students.
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