Stronger Connections Grant
Scoring Rubric Summary

Building Safe and Healthy Michigan School Communities

The Stronger Connections Grant is funded through Title 1V, Part A of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to State educational agencies (SEAs) to provide
students with a safer and healthier learning environment.

Below are the five narrative features that will be scored. Districts can score up to
100 maximum points. The grant narrative features and possible points per feature
are as follows:

Demonstration of Need - 30 points

e What data does the district and school currently have that shows inequities and
disparities to having a safe and supportive school environment?

e What are the strengths of the district and/or buildings to leverage safe and
supportive school’s efforts?

e What are the root causes related to this specific data being provided?

Implementation Plan - 30 points

e List the objectives of the project.

e Summarize the activities of the project.

e What comprehensive, evidence-based practices will be used to meet students’
behavioral, physical, and mental well-being needs through positive school
climates that increase access to multi-tiered supports?

Project Adoption and Community Connections - 10 points

e Provide an explanation of how the district will adopt the new practices and
activities.

e How will the district engage students, families, educators, staff, and community
organizations in selecting and implementing prevention and interventions that
create safe, including, and supportive learning environments?

Budget Narrative - 10 points

e LEA applicants will provide a budget narrative that supports the grant activities.
All supplemental program activities and funding must support high-need LEAs to
establish safer and healthier learning environments. Please summarize how the
funds will be spent by each applicable category such as personnel, fringe benefits,
travel, contractual services, professional development, equipment, supplies &
materials, and administrative costs.

Evaluation and Sustainability - 20 points

e The evaluation plan should include how the district will determine progress toward
overall project objectives.

e How will the district evaluate process and outcome goals at the 1 year and end of
grant time intervals?
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