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Equitable Services Ombudsman

To help ensure that private school children,
teachers, and other educational Be_rsonnel receive
services equitable to those in public schools, an SEA
must desighate an ombudsman to monitor and
enforce Title I through Title IV, Part A
equitable services reqmremenfs

o Equitable Services for Private Schools website

- ESEA Sections 1117(a)(3)(B) and 8501(a)(3)(B) P
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Monitor equitable services under Title 1, Part A, Title 1, part C, Title II, Part A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A 
Enforce equitable services under Title 1, Part A, Title 1, part C, Title II, Part A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A
Monitor affirmation of consultation between districts and private schools by reviewing documentation to ensure a timely, meaningful, and mutually agreed upon plan.
Resolve disagreements between public school districts and private schools as outlined in the complaint process.
Collaborate with Office of Educational Supports and Nonpublic School Unit. 
Provide information and/or training of equitable services.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/flexible-learning/options/equitable-services

Consultation Process - must be
timely and meaningful

 An LEA is required to consult with private school officials regarding the
provision of equitable services

« Consultation must occur during the design, development, and
implementation of the respective program
« Consultation must occur before the LEA makes any decision that affects

the opportunity of eligible private school students and teachers to participate

and must continue throughout the implementation and assessment of
services

- An offer of services by an LEA without an opportunity for timely and

meaningful consultation with private school officials does not meet the
requirement of the law

4
- ESEA sections 1117(b)(3) and 8501(c)(3) MICHIGAN


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Timely and meaningful consultation is essential to effective implementation of equitable services.​

The obligation to initiate the consultation process lies with the LEA responsible for providing equitable services to all nonprofit private schools that enroll students that reside in the LEA’s Title I attendance areas, for Title I, or in the LEA’s geographic service area, for Title VIII.  The LEA should contact private school officials on an annual basis.  LEAs initiate this often through an intent to participate form which provides information about the services available, and if known, the amount of funds (or estimated amount) available for those services.  This allows private school officials an opportunity to make an informed choice up front about whether or not they would like their students and teachers to receive services.  The LEA can then move forward with a more focused consultation with those schools that do wish to participate. ​
​
Meaningful consultation provides a genuine opportunity for all parties to express their views, to have their views seriously considered, and to discuss viable options for ensuring equitable participation of private school students and educators.​

Timely consultation provides adequate notice to help ensure that those involved will be well prepared with the necessary information and data for decision-making.  ​
​
Successful consultation establishes positive and productive working relationships, makes planning effective, and serves to ensure that the services provided meet the needs of eligible students. ​

It is important to remember that LEA officials make the final decisions regarding the provision of services after consultation has occurred.​
​
However, an offer of services by an LEA without an opportunity for timely and meaningful consultation with private school officials does not meet the requirement of the law.  Only after discussing key consultation issues relating to the program and provision of services does an LEA make its final decisions with respect to the services it will provide to private school students.​



Documentation of
Consultation

- Each LEA shall maintain in the agency’s records and provide to the State
educational agency (SEA) involved; a written affirmation signed by
officials of each participating private school that the meaningful
consultation has occurred

- The written affirmation shall provide the option for private school officials to
indicate such officials’ belief that timely and meaningful consultation has

not occurred or that the program design is not equitable with respect to
eligible private school children

- If private school officials do not provide an affirmation within a reasonable
period, the LEA shall forward documentation that consultation has, or
attempts at consultation have taken place

o ESEA sections 1117(b)(5) and 8501(c)(5)
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Equitable Services for Private
Schools: Upload in GEMS/MARS

T

d

ne ESEA requires an LEA to maintain, and provide to

the appropriate entity, the following documentation

nout the consultation process

Written Affirmation (ESEA section 1117(b)(5))
Results of Agreement (ESEA section 1117(b)(1))
Reason for Disagreement (1117(b)(2))

**A 2025 Equitable Services Upload link will be available
in Fall of 2024
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Legislation requires an LEA to maintain, and provide to the appropriate entity, the following documentation about the consultation process:

Written Affirmation: Private school officials must affirm in writing that consultation has occurred. Written affirmation also must provide the option for private school officials to indicate their belief that timely and meaningful consultation has or has  not occurred or that the program design is equitable of not equitable with respect to eligible private school children. 
Results of Agreement: The LEA must document if consultation resulted in agreement between the LEA and appropriate private school officials.
Reason for Disagreement (if applicable): If the LEA disagrees with the views of the private school officials with respect to an issue discussed during consultation, the LEA must provide in writing to such private school officials the reasons why the LEA disagrees.
The Consultation Document on the OES website , is currently required to be uploaded in the GEMS/MARS portal. This document will meet all the requirements. 
At a minimum, it should be completed during the initial submission of the Consolidated Application and again at Amendment time.

LEAs that are required to invite private schools to participate in equitable services must upload sample letters, and if private schools receive services, the Documentation of Private School Consultation must be uploaded for each participating private school. Additional resources are available on the Technical Assistance for Working with Private Schools page. 
 
Districts must upload their support documentation to GEMS/MARS by clicking on the following link: Equitable Services Upload. 



Duties of an Ombudsman

« Monitor equitable services under Title 1, Part A, Title 1, part C, Title II,
Part A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A

« Enforce equitable services under Title 1, Part A, Title 1, part C, Title II,
Part A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A

« Monitor affirmation of consultation between districts and private
schools by rewewmg documentation to ensure a timely, meaningful,
and mutually agreed upon plan

« Resolve disagreements between public school districts and private
schools as outlined in the complaint process

. Sol_ltaborate with Office of Educational Supports and Nonpublic School
nit.

* Provide information and/or training of equitable services
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/educational-supports
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81351_81352_35175---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81351_81352_35175---,00.html

Dr. Chanel F.
DeGuzman

Equitable Services Ombudsman
Contact Information Office of Educational Supports
Michigan Department of Education
Phone: (517) 241-6979
E-Mail: DeGuzmanC@Michigan.gov
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dr. DuGuzman’s background: She is a former former Director of Education for GPS- Managed Title I, II, and IV Federal Programs
Parent engagement and PD for GPS Staff


mailto:DeGuzmanC@Michigan.gov
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