STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GRETCHEN WHITMER LANSING MICHAEL F. RICE, Ph.D.
GOVERNOR STATE SUPERINTENDENT
MEMORANDUM
DATE: April 3, 2023
TO: State Board of Education
FROM: Martin Ackley, Director, Office of Public and Governmental Affairs

SUBJECT: State and Federal Legislative Update

ACTION IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Introduced Legislation

HB 4175 Repeal of Gun Free Zones (Hoadley): The bill would eliminate several
pistol-free zones and require that all premises wanting to prohibit concealed pistols
include metal detectors at every entrance and the presence of a security officer. The
bill was introduced and referred to the House Committee on Criminal Justice on
March 7, 2023.

HB 4195 Student Restrooms (Fox): The bill would require an educational institution
to require every multiple occupancy restroom or changing area designated for
student use to be used by individuals based on their biological sex. The bill was
introduced and referred to the House Committee on Government Operations on
March 7, 2023.

HB 4198 Firearm Restrictions (Glanville): The bill would allow local units of
government to prohibit the open carry of firearms within the local unit of
government. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 7, 2023.

HB 4203 Firearm Age Restriction (Tsernoglou): The bill would prohibit the sale of
weapons to an individual who is under 21 years of age. The bill was introduced and
referred to the House Committee on Criminal Justice on March 7, 2023.

HB 4204 Firearm Age Restriction (Tsernoglou): The bill would increase, from 18 to
21, the age requirement for the purchase of a firearm. The bill was introduced and
referred to the House Committee on Criminal Justice on March 7, 2023.
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https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4175.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4195.pdf
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https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4198.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4203.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4204.pdf
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HB 4205 Open Carry Prohibitions (Skaggs): The bill would prohibit open carry
within 1,000 feet of a government building, courthouse, or school. The bill was
introduced and referred to the House Committee on Judiciary on March 7, 2023.

HB 4206 Sentencing Guidelines (Grant): The bill would provide sentencing
guidelines for violating open carry laws. The bill was introduced and referred to the
House Committee on Judiciary on March 7, 2023.

HB 4209 215t Century Curriculum (Neyer): The bill would provide for the use of
alternative education classes to meet graduation requirements. The bill was
introduced and referred to the House Committee on Education on March 8, 2023.

HB 4222 Sales Tax Holiday (Shannon): The bill would provide for a sales tax
holiday for back-to-school clothing and school supplies. The bill was introduced and
referred to the House Committee on Tax Policy on March 9, 2023.

HB 4223 Use Tax Holiday (Koleszar): The bill would provide for a use tax holiday
for back-to-school clothing and school supplies. The bill was introduced and referred
to the House Committee on Tax Policy on March 9, 2023.

HB 4225 School Safety (Rogers): The bill would require the installation of high-
visibility markerson all rooms and exterior doors of a school building. The bill was
introduced and referred to the House Committee on Judiciary on March 9, 2023.

HB 4226 School Aid (Filler): The bill would make an appropriation from school aid to
fund the numbering system created by HB 4225. The bill was introduced and referred
to the House Committee on Appropriations on March 9, 2023.

HB 4233 Public School Employees (Churches): The bill would remove the
prohibition against labor organizations' assistance in collecting dues from public school
employee. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Committee on Labor on
March 9, 2023.

HB 4239 School Athletics (Thompson): The bill would allow cash as accepted form
of payment foradmission fee for high school interscholastic athletic activities. The bill
was introduced and referred to the House Committee on Education on March 9, 2023.

HB 4241 Panic Alarms (B. Carter): The bill would require that each school building
isequipped with at least one panic alarm. The bill was introduced and referred to the
House Committee on Education on March 9, 2023.

HB 4242 Panic Alarms Appropriation (B. Carter): The bill would make an
appropriation from the general fund for panic alarms required in HB 4241. The bill
was introduced and referred to the House Committee on Education on March 9, 2023.

HB 4279 CTE Funding Formula (VanderWall): The bill would allow millage collected
for career and technical education (CTE) to be used for an intermediate school
district's contracting with another intermediate school district for the operation of the


https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4205.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4206.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4209.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4222.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4223.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4225.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4226.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4233.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4239.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4241.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4242.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4279.pdf
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career and technical education program. The bill was introduced and referred to the
House Committee on Education on March 14, 2023.

HB 4284 History Curriculum (Johnsen): The bill would require the coverage of
specific historical events/documents. The bill was introduced and referred to the
House Committee on Government Operations on March 14, 2023.

HB 4286 School Aid Budget (Weiss): The bill would provide the state’s Fiscal Year
2024 School Aid budget. The bill was introduced to the House Committee on
Appropriations on March 15, 2023.

HB 4287 MDE Budget (Weiss): The bill would provide the state’s Fiscal Year 2024
Michigan Department of Education (MDE) budget. The bill was introduced to the
House Committee on Appropriations on March 15, 2023.

HB 4291 Athlete Cardiac Arrest (Brabec): The bill would require the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) to develop educational
materials and training program regarding sudden cardiac arrest in athletes and their
return to athletic activity. The bill was introduced and referred to the House
Committee on Health Policy on March 16, 2023.

HB 4335 Rural Transportation (Coffia): The bill would appropriate $50 million from
the state school aid fund for Fiscal Year 2022-23 to reimburse eligible rural districts
for transportation costs. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Committee
on Appropriations on March 23, 2023.

HB 4340 Filter First (VanderWall): The bill would require the installation of water
filtration systems in childcare centers. The bill was introduced and referred to the
House Committee on Health Policy on March 23, 2023.

HB 4341 Filter First (Puri): The bill would require the installation of water filtration
systems in schools. The bill was introduced and referred to the House Committee on
Health Policy on March 23, 2023.

Legislative Action

HB 4064 Cursive Writing (B. Carter): The bill would encourage MDE to develop or
adopt a model program of instruction on cursive writing as a type of penmanship by
August 1, 2024. The bill would also encourage districts to incorporate the model
program of instruction in their curriculum, beginning with the 2024-2025 school year.
The bill had a hearing in the House Committee on Education on March 7, 2023.

SB 63 Sinking Funds (Polehanki): The bill would allow schools to use sinking funds
for school vehicles. The bill, in its (5-1) version, had a hearing in the House
Committee on Education on March 21, 2023.

HB 4166 A-F Repeal (Koleszar): The bill would repeal the A-F school accountability
system. Substitute (H-1) was adopted, the bill was reported out of the House
Committee on Education, and the bill passed the House 63-45 on March 21, 2023.


https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4284.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4286.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4287.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4291.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4335.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4340.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4341.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4064.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0063.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/(S(q5iuq0znkqm3h3fd3dxh550w))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/Senate/PDF/2023-SCVBS-0063-00B74.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4166.pdf
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HB 4288 A-F Companion (Koleszar): The bill is the companion bill to HB 4166,
which repeals the A-F accountability system. The bill removes outdated language that
reference the predecessor accountability system to the A-F system. The bill was
introduced and referred to the House Committee on Education on March 15, 2023.
The bill was reported out of the House Committee on Education and passed the
House 57-51 on March 21, 2023.

HB 4157 School Attendance (Coleman): The bill would provide a pupil an excused
absence from public school for the purpose of sounding "Taps" at a military honor
funeral for a deceased veteran. The bill was reported out of the House Committee on
Education on March 21, 2023 and read for the third time on the House Floor on
March 23, 2023.

HB 4138 Background Checks (Churches): The bill would require licenses or
background checks for the purchase of firearms. The bill passed the House 56-53 on
March 8, 2023 and was referred to the Senate Committee of the Whole on March 9,
2023. The bill passed the Senate 20-18 and was ordered enrolled on March 23,
2023.

HB 4139 Sentencing Guidelines (MacDonnell): The bill would update the
sentencing guidelines in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The bill passed the House
61-47 on March 22, 2023 and was referred to the Senate Committee of the Whole on
March 23, 2023.

HB 4140 Use Tax Exemption (Whitsett): The bill would exempt firearm safety
devices from use tax. The bill passed the House 64-44 on March 22, 2023 and was
referred to the Senate Committee of the Whole on March 23, 2023.

HB 4141 Sales Tax Exemption (Price): The bill would exempt firearm safety
devices from general sales tax. The bill passed the House 63-45 on March 22, 2023
and was referred to the Senate Committee of the Whole on March 23, 2023.

HB 4142 Firearm Definitions and References (B. Carter): The bill would update
firearm definitions and references in the Michigan Penal Code. The bill passed the
House 56-53 on March 8, 2023 and was referred to the Senate Committee of the
Whole on March 9, 2023. The bill passed the Senate 20-18 and was ordered enrolled
on March 23, 2023.

HB 4143 Firearm Definitions and References (Grant): The bill would update
firearm definitions and references in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The bill passed
the House 56-53 on March 8, 2023 and was referred to the Senate Committee of the
Whole on March 9, 2023. Substitute (S-1) was adopted and the bill passed the
Senate 20-18 on March 23, 2023. The bill was returned to the House for Substitute
(S-1) to be concurred.

HB 4144 Firearm Accessibility Law (Brabec): The bill would prescribe the penalties
for storing or leaving a firearm where it may be accessed by a minor. The bill passed
the House 61-47 on March 22, 2023 and was referred to the Senate Committee of
the Whole on March 23, 2023.


https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billengrossed/House/pdf/2023-HEBH-4288.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4157.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4138.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4139.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4140.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4141.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4142.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4143.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/(S(wyun3bwvq0assjmzsosfh44s))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/House/PDF/2023-HCVBS-4143-00C717.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/(S(wyun3bwvq0assjmzsosfh44s))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/House/PDF/2023-HCVBS-4143-00C717.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/House/pdf/2023-HIB-4144.pdf
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ACTION IN THE SENATE

Introduced Legislation

SB 173 School Aid Budget (Camilleri): The bill would provide the Fiscal Year 2023-
24 school aid budget. The bill was introduced to the Senate Committee on
Appropriations on March 14, 2023.

SB 174 School Aid Supplemental (Camilleri): The bill would provide a
supplemental Fiscal Year 2023-24 school aid budget. The bill was introduced to the
Senate Committee on Appropriations on March 14, 2023.

SB 185 Graduate Assistants (Irwin): The bill would remove the exclusion of certain
graduate assistants from definition of public employee. The bill was introduced and
referred to the Senate Committee on Labor on March 15, 2023.

SB 186 MDE Budget (Bayer): The bill would provide the Fiscal Year 2023-24 MDE
budget. The bill was introduced to the Senate Committee on Appropriations on
March 15, 2023.

Legislative Action

SB 161 Teacher Reciprocity (Geiss): The bill would allow teachers with three years
of successful teaching experience in another state to become certified in Michigan.
The bill was introduced and referred to the Senate Committee on Education on
March 9, 2023. Substitute (S-1) was adopted and the amended bill was reported out
of committee on March 21, 2023.

SB 162 Counselor Reciprocity (McCann): The bill would allow counselors with three
years of successful experience in another state to become certified in Michigan. The
bill was introduced and referred to the Senate Committee on Education on March 9,
2023. Substitute (S5-2) was adopted and the amended bill was reported out of
committee on March 21, 2023.

SB 76 Background Checks (K. Hertel): The bill would require licenses or
background checks for the purchase of firearms. The bill passed the Senate 20-17 on
March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on Judiciary on March 21,
2023.

SB 77 Firearm Definitions and References (Moss): The bill would update firearm
definitions and references in the Michigan Penal Code. The bill passed the

Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 21, 2023.


https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0173.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0174.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0185.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0186.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0161.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/(S(n45c1405vmdzx2lnfiqquchq))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/Senate/PDF/2023-SCVBS-0161-00B74.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0162.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/(S(4g4l1mxqhgxf0bsu1ughpidi))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/Senate/PDF/2023-SCVBS-0162-00B74.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0076.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0077.pdf
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SB 78 Firearm Definitions and References (Cavanagh): The bill would update
firearm definitions and references in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The bill passed
the Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 21, 2023.

SB 79 Firearm Accessibility Law (Bayer): The bill would prescribe the penalties for
storing or leaving a firearm where it may be accessed by a minor. The bill passed the
Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 21, 2023. The bill passed the House 61-47 on March 22, 2023
and was ordered enrolled on March 23, 2023.

SB 80 Sentencing Guidelines (McDonald Rivet): The bill would update the
sentencing guidelines in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The bill passed the
Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 21, 2023. The bill passed the House 61-47 on March 22, 2023
and was ordered enrolled on March 23, 2023.

SB 81 Sales Tax Exemption (Irwin): The bill would exempt firearm safety devices
from general sales tax. The bill passed the Senate 22-15 on March 16, 2023 and was
referred to the House Committee on Judiciary on March 21, 2023. The bill passed the
House 64-44 on March 22, 2023 and was ordered enrolled on March 23, 2023.

SB 82 Use Tax Exemption (Chang): The bill would exempt firearm safety devices
from use tax. The bill passed the Senate 22-15 on March 16, 2023 and was referred
to the House Committee on Judiciary on March 21, 2023. The bill passed the

House 64-44 on March 22, 2023 and was ordered enrolled on March 23, 2023.

SB 83 Extreme Risk Protection Order Act (McMorrow): The bill would enact the
extreme risk protection order act. Under the act, specified individuals could file for an
extreme protection order against someone they believed was a danger to themselves
or others because of their possession of a firearm. Court proceedings would have to
be expedited, and if the order was issued, the individual could not purchase or
possess firearms. The bill passed the Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was
referred to the House Committee on Judiciary on March 21, 2023.

SB 84 Prohibition of Firearm Sales (Polehanki): The bill would prohibit the
purchase of firearms if an individual had an extreme risk protection order. The bill
passed the Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House
Committee on Judiciary on March 21, 2023.

SB 85 Sentencing Guidelines (Anthony): The bill would enact guidelines for making
a false statement in support of an extreme risk protection order. The bill passed the
Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 21, 2023.

SB 86 Service of Process (Singh): The bill would provide service of process for
extreme risk protection order actions and waive court fees. The bill passed the
Senate 20-17 on March 16, 2023 and was referred to the House Committee on
Judiciary on March 21, 2023.


https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0078.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0079.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0080.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0081.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0082.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0083.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0084.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0085.pdf/
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0086.pdf
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SB 88 Filter First — Child Care Centers (Santana): The bill would require the
installation of water filtration systems in childcare centers. Substitute (S-1) was
adopted and the bill was reported out of the Senate Committee on Energy and
Environment on March 21, 2023.

SB 89 Filter First — Schools (Cherry): The bill would require the installation of

water filtration systems in schools. The bill was reported out of the Senate
Committee on Energy and Environment on March 21, 2023.

ACTION BY THE GOVERNOR

SB 12 Third-Grade Reading (Polehanki): The bill would repeal the required
retention component of the third grade reading law. The bill would maintain
requirements that school districts or public school academies must provide a reading
intervention program to pupils who achieve a reading score that is one grade level or
more behind as determined by MDE. The bill, assigned Public Act 7 of 2023, was
signed by Governor Gretchen Whitmer on March 24, 2023, and will take effect

March 17, 2024.

FEDERAL

Federal Resources

On March 9, 2024, the Biden-Harris Administration released the President's Budget
for Fiscal Year 2024. The budget details a blueprint to grow the economy from the
bottom up and middle out, lower costs for families, protect and strengthen Medicare
and Social Security, and reduce the deficit by ensuring the wealthy and big
corporations pay their fair share - all while ensuring no one making less than
$400,000 per year pays more in taxes. For more information, click here.

On March 24, 2024, U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona wrote to Governors,
Chief State School Officers, and School District and School Leaders and urged them
to end corporal punishment in schools—the practice of paddling, spanking, or
otherwise imposing physical punishment on students. This letter reinforces USED’s
position that corporal punishment in schools should be replaced with evidence-based
practices, such as implementing multi-tiered systems of support like Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports, that create a safe and healthy school
environments. Every student and educator should feel safe and supported inside of
school buildings; and more importantly, schools should always be free from the
threat of violence. For more information, click here.



https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0088.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/(S(grvgkte33omzzkcvimcwlvwf))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/Senate/PDF/2023-SCVBS-0088-00B74.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0089.pdf
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billengrossed/Senate/pdf/2023-SEBS-0012.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/statement-us-secretary-education-miguel-cardona-presidents-fiscal-year-2024-budget
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/secletter/230324.html
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-issues-dear-colleague-letter-calling-end-corporal-punishment-schools-and-guiding-principles-school-discipline

