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MINUTES 
 

MICHIGAN 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Ladislaus B. Dombrowski Board Room 

John A. Hannah Building 
608 West Allegan 
Lansing, Michigan 

 
December 13, 2022 

9:30 a.m. 

Present: Dr. Michael F. Rice, Chairperson  
 Dr. Casandra E. Ulbrich, President 
 Dr. Pamela Pugh, Vice President  
 Ms. Tiffany Tilley, Secretary 
 Mr. Tom McMillin, Treasurer 
 Dr. Judith Pritchett, NASBE Delegate, SBE Legislative Committee  
 Ms. Ellen Cogen Lipton, SBE Legislative Committee Chairperson  
 Ms. Stephanie O’Dea, representing Governor Gretchen Whitmer, 

ex officio (electronic participation) 
 
Absent:   Ms. Nikki Snyder, SBE Legislative Committee 
  
Also Present:  Ms. Nanette Hanson, 2022-2023 Michigan Teacher of the Year 

(electronic participation) 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Dr. Rice called the meeting to order at 9:44 a.m.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND ORDER OF PRIORITY 
 
Ms. Lipton moved, seconded by Dr. Pritchett, that the State Board 
of Education add to the agenda a Resolution on Charter School 
Transparency. 
 
Ms. Lipton read the resolution into the record, and copies were distributed. 

 
Discussion followed. 

 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Nay 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
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Ms. Tilley moved, seconded by Dr. Ulbrich, that the State Board of 
Education add to the agenda a Resolution to Improve Educational 
Opportunity for Youth in Foster Care.  

 
Ms. Tilley read the resolution into the record, and copies were distributed. 

 
Discussion followed. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
 
Dr. Ulbrich moved, seconded by Ms Tilley, that the State Board of 
Education add to the agenda a Resolution Honoring Marilyn “Mertz” 
Schneider. 
 
Dr. Ulbrich read the resolution into the record. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
 
Dr. Pritchett moved, seconded by Dr. Ulbrich, that the State Board of 
Education approve the agenda and order of priority, as amended. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried.  
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III. INTRODUCTION OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS 
 

Dr. Rice asked that the members of the State Board of Education be introduced.  
Mrs. Marilyn Schneider, State Board Executive, introduced the members of the 
State Board of Education.   
 
Dr. Rice introduced Mrs. Liz Evans, State Board Executive.  He said she will 
begin her full-time duties as State Board Executive on January 1, 2023, when 
Mrs. Schneider retires.  Ms. Evans introduced herself. 

 
Dr. Rice provided instructions for public participation, to be held immediately 
following lunch. 

 
IV. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION HONORING CASANDRA E. ULBRICH, PH.D 
 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION HONORING JASON STRAYHORN 
 

Dr. Rice thanked Dr. Casandra Ulbrich and Mr. Jason Strayhorn for their 
service on the State Board of Education. 
 
Dr. Rice said Dr. Ulbrich has served two terms on the Board for a total of 16 
years. He said she is the current president, serving in that role since January 
2019; and previously was co-president for two years, and vice president for 
six years. 
 
Dr. Rice said Mr. Strayhorn served on the Board from January 2021 until 
July 29, 2022.  He said Mr. Strayhorn is known for his respect for all people, 
leadership skills, and work ethic.  
 
Dr. Rice said both Dr. Ulbrich and Mr. Strayhorn are dedicated public servants 
who have made sacrifices for the betterment of children and public education.  
Dr. Rice said speaking on behalf of the students and educators in Michigan, we 
are enormously grateful for the service they have provided.  He said the board 
members will be honored at a reception following the board meeting. 
 
Dr. Pritchett moved, seconded by Dr. Pugh, that the State Board of 
Education adopt the resolution honoring Dr. Casandra E. Ulbrich, as 
attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 5, 2022.   
 
Dr. Pugh read the resolution into the record. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Abstain 
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The motion carried. 
 
The Resolution Honoring Casandra E. Ulbrich, Ph.D. is attached as Exhibit A. 
 
Ms. Lipton moved, seconded by Dr. Pugh, that the State Board of 
Education adopt the resolution honoring Jason Strayhorn, as attached 
to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 5, 2022.   
 
Dr. Ulbrich read the resolution into the record. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Strayhorn thanked the board for the opportunity to serve. 
 
The Resolution Honoring Jason Strayhorn is attached as Exhibit B. 

 
V. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION HONORING MARILYN “MERTZ” SCHNEIDER 

 
This item was added to the agenda. 
 
Dr. Rice said the Resolution Honoring Marilyn “Mertz” Schneider was read into 
the record earlier in the meeting. 
 
Dr. Ulbrich moved, seconded by Dr. Pritchett, that the State Board of 
Education adopt the resolution honoring Marilyn “Mertz” Schneider, 
as attached to the Superintendent’s memorandum dated December 5, 
2022.   
 
Discussion followed. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
  
The Resolution Honoring Marilyn “Mertz” Schneider is attached as Exhibit C. 
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VI. RECESS 

 
The board recessed the Regular Meeting at 10:27 a.m. to convene the 
Committee of the Whole.  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 

VII. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Dr. Rice called the Committee of the Whole Meeting to order at 10:28 a.m. 
 

VIII. PRESENTATION ON ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORTS 
 

Dr. Sue Carnell, Chief Deputy Superintendent; Dr. William Pearson, Director, 
Office of Partnership Districts; Dr. Corinne Edwards, Director, Office of 
Educational Supports; and Mr. Chris Janzer, Assistant Director, Office of 
Educational Assessment and Accountability; presented on Accountability and 
Supports. 
 
Dr. Rice said the presentation provides information on federal and state 
accountability systems, identification of schools in need of support to improve 
learner outcomes, and the ways that the Michigan Department of Education 
will differentiate support for districts and schools that are identified for 
Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI), Additional Targeted Support 
(ATS), and Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI). 
  
Information was shared via a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Board member comments included additional costs and resources associated 
with duplicative accountability systems, comparability of the index system 
across all states, clarification of “some” on slide 8, resources needed for non-
exiting schools, proposing the removal of the state accountability system in 
the new legislative session, bringing local school boards into the process, 
community involvement, continuity of leadership, stigma of labeling schools 
affecting enrollment, highlighting flexibility and innovation in schools, and 
effectiveness of support and opportunities for improvement. 
 

IX. PRESENTATION ON INNOVATION WITH EDUCATOR PREPARATION 
PROVIDERS 
 
Dr. Sean Kottke, Interim Assistant Director, Office of Educator Excellence, 
Michigan Department of Education; Dr. Joseph Lubig, Interim Dean, College of 
Health Sciences and Professional Studies & Associate Dean, School of 
Education, Northern Michigan University (joining virtually); Dr. James Tarr, 
Dean, College of Education, Saginaw Valley State University; and Ms. Christina 
Gibson, Superintendent, Eastpointe Community Schools; presented on 
Innovation with Educator Preparation Providers. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/State-Board/Meeting-Minutes/2022/Minute-links/12/Item-C-PPT-Accountability--Supports-Presentation---SBE-12-13-2022-FINAL.pdf
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Dr. Rice said both Northern Michigan University and Saginaw Valley State 
University feature residency programs developed in collaboration with 
prekindergarten through 12th grade school districts to meet staffing needs across 
multiple regions of Michigan.  He said Michigan’s educator preparation providers 
have developed the programs to meet the diverse preparation needs of districts 
and educators and as a strategy to address Michigan’s educator shortage, one of 
the goals of Michigan’s Top 10 Strategic Education Plan. 
 
Information was shared via a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Board member comments included early success of building programs that 
can be replicated, matching school districts with programs hosted by 
educator preparation providers, personal experiences with programs, career 
and technical education focus, dual enrollment opportunities, and highlighting 
innovation in teacher preparation. 

 
X. RECESS 
 

The board recessed the Committee of the Whole at 12:10 p.m. and 
reconvened the Regular Meeting at 1:08 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
XI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

 
The following residents of Michigan offered public comment. 
 
Physically present at meeting: 
 
1. Alexis Ramsey, representing We Care Foster Care, from Northville 

offered comments regarding foster care and Michigan’s education 
system including challenges and solutions. 

2. Bree Moeggenberg, representing Moms for Liberty – Isabella County, 
provided comments on sexuality and gender. 

3. Stefanie Boone from Ada provided verbal and written comments on 
pornography. 

4. Justin Ealy from Kalamazoo provided comments on restorative justice. 
5. Katie Kapteyn from Grand Haven provided comments on Muskegon 

Heights Academy. 
6. Jimmie Jones from Detroit provided comments regarding supports for 

foster youth. 
 

Comments provided by telephone: 
 
7. Ov’Var’Shia Gray-Woods, representing Empowering Foster Youth 

Through Technology, from Detroit provided comments on foster youth 
advocacy surrounding education in residential placement. 

8. Judith New, representing Michigan Children’s Law Center, from Ann 
Arbor provided comments on the education of youth in foster care. 
 

Public comment concluded at 1:38 p.m. after all registered callers, who were 
on the telephone line, had the opportunity to speak. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/State-Board/Meeting-Minutes/2022/Minute-links/12/Item-D---PPT-Innovative-EPPs-SBE-Presentation-December-2022.pdf
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XII. RECESS 
 
The board recessed the Regular Meeting at 1:38 p.m. to reconvene the 
Committee of the Whole.  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 
XIII. PRESENTATION ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 

 
Mr. Kyle Guerrant, Deputy Superintendent, Division of Finance and Operations, 
Michigan Department of Education; Ms. Saba Gebrai, Program Director, Park 
West Foundation; Mr. Tim Click, Director, Bureau of In-Home Services, 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services; and Ms. Bryanna Cooke, 
Mr. Christian Goode and Mr. Christian Randal (virtual participation), 
Empowering Foster Youth Through Technology; presented on the Education of 
Children in Foster Care. 
 
Dr. Rice said the presentation provides an overview of residential foster 
care in Michigan and shares the educational experience of young adults 
who have been placed in residential foster care settings. 
 
Information was shared via a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Board member comments included appreciation for courageous youth and 
humble leaders, impending changes, uniqueness and collaboration of partners 
with Park West Foundation, and the pending adoption of a proposed resolution. 
 

XIV. RECESS 
 

The board recessed the Committee of the Whole Meeting at 2:36 p.m. and 
reconvened the Regular Meeting. 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
XV. APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 
 

G. Approval of Minutes of Regular and Committee of the Whole Meeting of 
November 15, 2022 

 
Dr. Pritchett moved, seconded by Ms. Lipton, that the State Board 
of Education approve the Minutes of the Regular and Committee 
of the Whole Meeting of November 15, 2022. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/State-Board/Meeting-Minutes/2022/Minute-links/12/Item-F-PPT-SBE-Dec-Foster-Care-Presentation---FINAL.pdf
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XVI. RESOLUTION TO IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUTH IN 
FOSTER CARE 

 
This item was added to the agenda. 
 
Ms. Tilley moved, seconded by Dr. Pugh, that the State Board of 
Education adopt the Resolution to Improve Educational Opportunity 
for Youth in Foster Care, as discussed during the State Board of 
Education meeting on December 13, 2022. 
 
Dr. Rice said the resolution was read into the record earlier in the meeting. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
  
The Resolution to Improve Educational Opportunity for Youth in Foster Care is 
attached as Exhibit D. 
 

XVII. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
Dr. Ulbrich said it is her last meeting after 16 years on the State Board of 
Education.  She said it is her profound honor to work with amazing people and 
professionals in the Michigan Department of Education.  She said she has 
appreciated the counsel and commitment of Dr. Rice.  She said Ms. Schneider 
is a servant leader.  She commended State Board of Education members for 
helping schools be a safe place with a sense of belonging allowing them to be 
the heart of the community for which they serve.  Dr. Ulbrich said she is 
thankful for the support and friendships she experienced along the way, and it 
is a pleasure and privilege to work alongside everyone. 

 
XVIII. REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

 
Reports 
  
H. Human Resources Report 
 
I. Report on Approved Changes to the Allegan Area Educational Service Agency 

Plan for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services 
 
J. Report on Approved Changes to the Heritage Southwest Intermediate School 

District Plan for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services 
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Grants 
 
K. Report on Grant Awards 
 

1. 2021-2022 IDEA, Part B Grant Funded Initiatives – Amendment; 
$24,552,400.00 (Special Education - Teri L. Rink) 

2. 2022-2023 Section 61a(2) – Initial; $800,000.00 (Career and 
Technical Education - Brian Pyles) 

3. 2022-2023 Section 61b8 Planning Grants for CTE Early Middle College 
Programs – Initial; $500,000 (Career and Technical Education - Brian 
Pyles) 

4. 2022-2023 Child Care and Development Block Grant – ARPA - Initial/ 
Continuation; $371,070 (Child Development and Care - Lisa Brewer 
Walraven) 

5. 2022-2023 Child Care and Development Block Grant – Initial/ 
Continuation; $2,905,071 (Child Development and Care - Lisa Brewer 
Walraven) 

6. 2022-2023 Title I Part A Improving Basic Programs – Amendment; 
$467,550,220 (Educational Supports - Corinne Edwards) 

7. 2022-2023 Title I Part D Subpart 1 State Agency Programs for 
Neglected or Delinquent Children - Initial; $1,047,655 (Educational 
Supports - Corinne Edwards) 

8. 2022-2023 Title I Part D Subpart 2 Local Programs for Neglected or 
Delinquent Youth – Amendment; $5,468,995 (Educational Supports - 
Corinne Edwards) 

9. 2022-2023 Title II Part A Supporting Effective Instruction – 
Amendment; $59,674,597 (Educational Supports - Corinne Edwards) 

10. 2022-2023 Title III Part A Language Instruction for Immigrant 
Students Grant - Initial; $1,983,197 (Educational Supports - Corinne 
Edwards) 

11. 2022-2023 Title IV Part A Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Grant – Amendment; $33,754,728 (Educational Supports - Corinne 
Edwards) 

12. 2022-2023 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) – Initial; 
$5,587,660 (Health and Nutrition Services - Diane Golzynski) 

13. 2022-2023 Project AWARE - SEA - Initial/Continuation; $1,261,429 
(Health and Nutrition Services - Diane Golzynski) 

 
Dr. Rice thanked Dr. Ulbrich, Mr. Strayhorn, and Mrs. Schneider as they end 
their work with the State Board of Education. 
 
Dr. Rice said he and Ms. Alisande Shrewsbury, Special Assistant, visited the 
classroom of Owen Bodono, former Michigan Teacher of the Year.  He said 
they also attended a student group gathering after school. 
 

XIX. RESOLUTION ON CHARTER SCHOOL TRANSPARENCY 
 

This item was added to the agenda. 
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Dr. Ulbrich moved, seconded by Dr. Pugh, that the State Board of 
Education adopt the Resolution on Charter School Transparency, 
as discussed during the State Board of Education meeting on 
December 13, 2022. 
 
Dr. Rice said the resolution was read into the record earlier in the meeting. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
Dr. Ulbrich moved, seconded by Dr. Pugh to call the question. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the motion to call the question. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Aye 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the base motion. 

 
Lipton – Aye 
McMillin – Nay 
Pritchett – Aye 
Pugh – Aye 
Snyder – Absent 
Tilley – Aye 
Ulbrich – Aye 

 
The motion carried. 
  
The Resolution on Charter School Transparency is attached as Exhibit E. 
 

XX. RECESS 
 
The board recessed the Regular Meeting at 3:09 p.m. to reconvene the 
Committee of the Whole.  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 
XXI. PRESENTATION ON ADVANCED PLACEMENT POTENTIAL 

 
Dr. Delsa Chapman, Deputy Superintendent, Division of Educator, Student, 
and School Supports, presented on Advanced Placement Potential. 
 
Dr. Rice said the presentation provides an overview of Advanced 
Placement Potential and the partnership among the Michigan Department 
of Education, the College Board, and the Center for Educational 
Performance and Information. 
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Information was shared via a PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Board member comments included the myriad of advanced placement choices 
in high school, clarification of scores and potential as determined by College 
Board mathematical correlations, and next steps and responses. 

 
XXII. ADJOURNED 
 

The board adjourned the Committee of the Whole Meeting at 3:37 p.m. and 
reconvened the Regular Meeting. 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

XXIII. REPORT OF THE TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
 

Dr. Rice introduced Ms. Nanette Hanson, 2022-2023 Michigan Teacher of 
the Year, who presented the Report of the Teacher of the Year. He said 
Ms. Hanson is a first grade teacher at Lemmer Elementary School in 
Escanaba Area Public Schools.  Ms. Hanson participated virtually. 
 
Dr. Rice introduced Ms. Karen Sleno, Region 5 Teacher of the Year, who 
teaches math at Flushing Senior High School in Flushing Community Schools.  
 
Ms. Hanson and Ms. Sleno shared information on math equality and math 
equity.  Ms. Hanson also shared information on her recent school visits 
and presentations.   
 
Information was shared via a PowerPoint presentation.  
 
Discussion followed. 
 

XXIV. STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

Mr. Martin Ackley, Director, Office of Public and Governmental Affairs; 
Ms. Ellen Lipton, Chair, State Board of Education Legislative Committee; 
and Dr. Judith Pritchett, NASBE Delegate; presented the State and 
Federal Legislative Update. 
 
Mr. Ackley provided a report on legislative activity.   
 
Ms. Lipton said the State Board of Education Legislative Committee met on 
December 1, 2022 and discussed the two resolutions presented during the 
meeting.   
 
Dr. Pritchett said she did not have a report on the National Associations of 
State Boards of Education (NASBE).   

 
XXV. COMMENTS BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS 

 
Dr. Pritchett thanked Dr. Ulbrich and Mrs. Schneider for their work with the 
State Board of Education. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/State-Board/Meeting-Minutes/2022/Minute-links/12/Item-E---PPT-AP-Potential-Tool-Presentation-12-13-22-----Final.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/State-Board/Meeting-Minutes/2022/Minute-links/12/MTOY_RTOY-PPT-Dec-2022.pdf
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Dr. Ulbrich introduced her parents, Val and Juanita Washburn.  She 
welcomed Dr. Mitchell Robinson, who will begin his term on the State Board 
of Education on January 1, 2023.  She welcomed guests in the audience. 
 
Ms. Lipton and Ms. Tilley thanked Dr. Ulbrich and Mrs. Schneider. 
 
Ms. Tilley requested a future update on Benton Harbor and Muskegon 
Heights schools. 
 

XVI. FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 

A. Tuesday, January 10, 2023, Regular Meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
B. Tuesday, February 14, 2023, Regular Meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
C. Tuesday, March 14, 2022, Regular Meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

 
XXVII. TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING  
 

Dr. Rice said if there are topics board members would like included in future 
meeting agendas, they should contact Mrs. Schneider or himself. 
 

XXVIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 
 
The video archive of the meeting is available on Michigan’s State Board of 
Education website (www.michigan.gov/sbe). 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Tiffany Tilley 
Secretary 

  

http://www.michigan.gov/sbe
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Exhibit A 
State of Michigan 

State Board of Education 
 

Resolution Honoring Casandra E. Ulbrich, Ph.D. 
 
 

LET IT BE KNOWN, Casandra E. Ulbrich, Ph.D., was elected to the State Board of 
Education in November 2006 and re-elected in 2014 to serve a second eight-year 
term, expiring January 1, 2023; Dr. Ulbrich is the current President of Michigan’s 
State Board of Education, serving in that role since January 2019; and previously 
was Co-President for two years, and Vice President for six years; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich is a vocal advocate promoting the importance of education, 
and the first in her family to attend college, she earned an Associate Degree from 
St. Clair County Community College, a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the 
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, and a Master’s Degree and a Ph.D. in 
Communications from Wayne State University in Detroit;  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich currently serves as the Vice Chancellor for Institutional 
Advancement at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, was Vice President for 
College Advancement and Community Relations at Macomb Community College for 
eight years, where she led the college's marketing and communications, public 
relations, cultural affairs and foundation, and was employed at Wayne State 
University for over ten years in various administrative positions, including director 
of Corporate and Foundation Relations; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich was press secretary for former U.S. House Democratic Whip, 
Congressman David Bonior, when she organized a media campaign around student 
safety and brought Michigan students to Washington, D.C. to take part in a national 
summit that utilized local media to connect these students to their peers back home 
in Michigan, which resulted in weeks of positive coverage; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich was appointed by the governor to serve as a commissioner 
on the Midwest Higher Education Compact and as a board member for the 
Education Commission of the States, and she serves as a board member of the 
Network for Public Education, and co-chair of For MI Kids, For Our Schools 
Coalition, and represented the State of Michigan in renewing the Michigan/Taiwan 
Teacher Exchange Agreement in Taipei; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich has been recognized as one of Michigan's 40 under 40 by 
Crain's Detroit Business; received the Service to Schools Award from the Macomb 
Intermediate School District; the Liberty Bell Award from the Macomb Bar 
Foundation; an honorary degree from her alma mater, St. Clair County Community 
College; and recognition by Communities in Schools of Michigan for Leadership in 
Education in helping Michigan students thrive in and out of the classroom; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich has received the Distinguished Service Award from the National 
Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE), and has served NASBE as a 
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member of the Governmental Affairs Committee and Public Education Positions 
Committee; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich is a volunteer K-9 handler with Search and Rescue of 
Michigan and Wolverine State Search and Recovery; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich served as a board member of Detroit Healthy 
Neighborhoods; president of Women Officials’ Network Governing Board; chair of 
Automation Alley STEM Education Subcommittee; and a member of Walter P. 
Reuther Library Advisory Committee; 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Ulbrich is a bipartisan leader who has earned the respect of her 
colleagues through her continuous efforts to reach compromise by listening to all 
voices, maintains her calm demeanor in the midst of difficult discussions and 
situations and seeks to find common ground, and is steadfast in her belief that a 
system of quality schools includes transparency and oversight with a focus on 
equitable high expectations for all students; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education extends to 
Dr. Ulbrich its highest regard and heartfelt gratitude for the dedication and expertise 
that she has brought to the children of Michigan, their parents, and the millions of 
Michigan citizens whose lives have been enhanced through her efforts; and  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education expresses its fervent 
wish that Dr. Ulbrich continues to enjoy many rewarding experiences with family, 
friends, and colleagues.  
 
 
Adopted December 13, 2022 
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Exhibit B 
 

State of Michigan 
State Board of Education 

Resolution Honoring Jason Strayhorn 
 
 

LET IT BE KNOWN, Mr. Jason Strayhorn was elected to the State Board of Education 
in November 2020, and served on the board from January 1, 2021, until July 29, 
2022, and was a member of the State Board of Education Legislative Committee;   
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn earned his Bachelor’s Degree in business management 
from Michigan State University;  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn was raised in a family whose top priorities were faith and 
education, and his father instilled in him that we stand on the shoulders of those 
who came before us;  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn credits his success to his public education, and believes 
that a quality education will be with children for the rest of their lives;  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn is from a family of public school educators, such that he 
has first-hand insight into the successes and challenges within public education; 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn values relationships and has the skillset to listen and help 
people hear each other and work together and has been privileged to interact with 
families of every socioeconomic and cultural background; 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn is known for his respect for all people, his leadership 
skills, and his work ethic;  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn has shared his talents by mentoring youth; 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Strayhorn was a thoughtful, deliberative, and considerate member 
of the State Board of Education; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education extends to  
Mr. Strayhorn its highest regard and heartfelt gratitude for the dedication and 
expertise that he has brought to the children of Michigan, their parents, and the 
millions of Michigan citizens whose lives have been enhanced through his efforts; 
and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education expresses its fervent 
wish that Mr. Strayhorn continues to enjoy many rewarding experiences with 
family, friends, and colleagues.                                
 
 
Adopted December 13, 2022 
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Exhibit C 
 

State of Michigan 
State Board of Education 

Resolution Honoring Marilyn “Mertz” Schneider 
 
LET IT BE KNOWN THAT, Marilyn Schneider, fondly known as “Mertz” to family, friends, 
and coworkers, will retire as of December 31, 2022, after a distinguished 44-year career 
with the Michigan Department of Education; 
 
WHEREAS, Mertz began her career with the Michigan Department of Education in August, 
1978, as an entry-level secretary with the Experimental and Demonstrations Program 
(grants office);  
 
WHEREAS, Mertz continued to advance in secretarial positions within the department, 
serving in Grants Coordination and Procurement from 1983 to 1985, the newly-created 
Early Childhood Education Office from 1985 to 1992, School Health Programs from 1992 
to 2000, and the Office of School Excellence from 2000 to 2002; 
 
WHEREAS, Mertz started working in the board of education office as an executive 
secretary in April, 2002 and was appointed as the state board executive in December, 
2010 where she has continued to serve with distinction and honor for the last 12 years; 
 
WHEREAS, Mertz is known to the general public as the person facilitating public comment 
during board meetings – she is especially skillful at creating a warm and welcoming 
environment while holding speakers accountable to board rules and introducing a new 
phrase during the pandemic, as public comment by telephone was allowed, when she 
would ask speakers to please mute your YouTube in the background; 
 
WHEREAS, Mertz is grounded by her faith in God, an active member of St. Joseph’s 
Church in Pewamo, and an active member of her community where she annually serves 
as the master of ceremonies for the Pewamo Block Party; 
 
WHEREAS, Mertz is also a strong supporter of both the Pewamo-Westphalia Pirates and 
the Portland Raiders and is often found attending and rarely missing sports and other 
activities of her grandchildren: Austin, Madie, Autumn, Brooke, Caleb, Peyton, Brooklyn, 
and Lexi; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education extends to Marilyn 
“Mertz” Schneider its highest regard and gratitude for the professionalism, dedication, and 
expertise that she has brought to the benefit of the children of Michigan, their parents and 
caregivers, and their schools and districts through her service at the Michigan Department 
of Education; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education wishes Mertz a well deserved 
retirement full of happiness, humor, and good health with family and friends. 
 
 
Adopted December 13, 2022 
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Exhibit D 
 

State of Michigan 
State Board of Education 

Resolution to Improve Educational Opportunity for Youth in Foster Care 
 
WHEREAS, youth living in Michigan congregate care and juvenile justice facilities 
are often denied the opportunity to learn and be educated in credit-bearing 
educational programs that guide students toward high school graduation and post-
secondary opportunities; and 
 
WHEREAS, many youth are not aware that these classes are not credit-bearing and 
become discouraged once they try to transfer credits to a credit-bearing school. 
They may have lost one, two, or three years of high school. Some youth that have 
plans to go to college or into post-secondary programs simply give up; and 
 
WHEREAS, youth in Michigan congregate care and juvenile justice facilities are 
systemically facing obstacles to graduation, with only 39.51% earning a diploma or 
GED certificate by age 19, compared to 80.47% of public high school students 
overall; and 
 
WHEREAS, children and youth of color in Michigan are more likely to be placed in 
institutions and in the most restrictive settings, to stay there for long periods of 
time, and to age out of the foster care system without a family. As a result of these 
experiences, black and brown children and their families are at greater risk for 
negative health, social and economic effects. (Michigan’s Child Welfare 
Improvement Task Force, 2021); and 
 
WHEREAS, children and youth who are a part of a minority group face even greater 
odds, as they are more likely to have unmet social and emotional learning needs, 
and are less likely to have advocates that speak on their behalf; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 380.10 of Michigan’s Revised School Code establishes parents 
as partners in their children's education and ensures a positive educational setting. 
However, children and youth under Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) supervision have non-traditional parents and the Michigan 
Department of Education (MDE), MDHHS, and Child Welfare Court must provide 
information about a student’s education to the child’s legal parent as appointed by 
court, which may or may not include the biological parent; and  
 
WHEREAS, congregate care and juvenile justice facilities should ensure that every 
child is enrolled in credit-bearing educational programs by either transporting the 
youth, implementing credit-bearing programs, or partnering with a credit-bearing 
program; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) (P.A. 141 of 2007) states that, 
“The board of a school district or board of directors of a public school academy shall 
provide the opportunity for each pupil to develop an educational development plan 
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during grade 7, and shall ensure that each pupil reviews his or her educational 
development plan during grade 8 and revises it as appropriate before the student  
begins high school;” and 
 
WHEREAS, the education development plan is required for all learners to help 
students understand, navigate and stay on-track with their academic requirements 
and progress, including help to identify both career goals and a plan of action to 
achieve them, starting at grade 7 and updated as student interests and abilities 
become more focused; and 
 
WHEREAS, congregate care and juvenile justice facilities personnel or contractors 
should not re-define what adequate and appropriate public education is, as the 
Michigan Merit Curriculum provides clear guidance on educational requirements 
needed for high school graduation; and  
 
WHEREAS, the success of youth in congregation care and juvenile justice facilities is 
important so that no child falls behind, and every child has the opportunity to 
become a productive and successful adult. It also coincides with the federal Every 
Student Succeeds Act, Michigan's Top 10 Strategic Education Plan, and Governor 
Whitmer's Sixty by 30 Plan. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the State Board of Education strongly 
supports laws and policies that better support the adequate education and support 
of Michigan's most vulnerable youth and ask the legislature to amend laws that will 
guarantee that vulnerable youth receive credit-bearing educational programming 
that will keep them on target to receive high school diplomas and allow them to 
access post-secondary opportunities. 
 
 
Adopted December 13, 2022 
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Exhibit E 
 

State of Michigan 
State Board of Education 

Resolution on Charter School Transparency 
 
WHEREAS, the State Board of Education is charged in the Michigan Constitution 
with general oversight and supervision of public education in Michigan; 
 
WHEREAS, Western Michigan University professor Dr. Gary Miron presented to the 
State Board of Education (SBE) on April 13, 2021, regarding obstacles to receiving 
documents from certain public school academy districts (hereafter referred to as 
“charter schools” or “charter school districts”) in Michigan pertaining to their financial 
structures and relationships with charter management organizations (CMOs);  
 
WHEREAS, the State Board of Education voted on June 8, 2021 to prepare a 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request on charter school financial transparency; 
 
WHEREAS, at the direction of the SBE, President Dr. Casandra Ulbrich sent a 
Freedom of Information Act Request (FOIA) letter on January 5, 2022, to several 
charter school districts and traditional public school districts pertaining to contracts 
with third party vendors, including CMOs;   
 
WHEREAS, Deputy Superintendent Kyle Guerrant, Financial Specialist Christopher 
May, and Special Assistant to the State Superintendent Alisande Shrewsbury 
presented to the SBE on September 13, 2022, regarding the responses to the FOIA 
from the charter school districts and traditional public school districts, including a 
summary of the documents received therefrom;  
 
WHEREAS, there are 295 active charter school districts in Michigan, and at least 
239 are run by for-profit corporations, with Michigan having a higher percentage of 
charter schools run by for-profit CMOs than other states in the nation; 
 
WHEREAS, many CMOs operate under a “sweep contract” whereby they assume 
and manage the majority, if not all, of the charter school district’s operating 
budget; 
 
WHEREAS, CMOs use taxpayer dollars to manage charter schools, but CMOs are not 
legally required to provide audited financial statements to the state or its 
taxpayers, a legal limitation that prevents the public from understanding with the 
same degree of specificity how the funds of traditional public school districts and 
those afforded to public school academies are spent;  
 
WHEREAS, many CMOs also engage in lease agreements with affiliated real estate 
holding companies, in which the CMO has a connected relationship with the lessor, 
some agreements resulting in contracts where 15% or more of the charter school’s 
state school aid revenue is spent on lease agreements; 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Item_D_PPT_EMO-Virtual_reports_presentation_Miron_April_2021_724191_7.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmde%2FLinks2%2FInitial-Request-Letter---Example.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAckleyM%40michigan.gov%7C2798585e132f4e27cf2708dad6db19e4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638058533762696074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aFirST4LPbyB6eCzMh6RYjUJMXGHZQaPeSsUeVASagE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/State-Board/Meeting-Minutes/2022/Minute-links/09/Item-E-PPT-FOIA-Presentation-91322-FINAL.pdf
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WHEREAS, in May 2013, the State Board of Education called for legislation 
addressing excessive lease agreements between CMOs and charter school boards 
resulting in unusually high profit margins for CMOs and their real estate holding 
companies;  
 
WHEREAS, In FY21, 90.4% of charter schools reported that more than 50% of the 
school’s current operating expenditures were spent on purchased services (totaling 
$1.3 billion in purchased services), resulting in those expenditures not being 
reported and audited with the same level of detail provided for expenditures of 
traditional school districts, and not subject to public disclosure under FOIA. 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2022, H.B. 5846/S.B. 928 were introduced to require CMO 
contracts to include annual audited financial statement provisions; 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2022, H.B. 5853/S.B. 927 were introduced to require CMOs to 
produce annual audited financial statements for authorizers to account for any fees 
collected to oversee charters; 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2022, H.B. 5856/S.B. 929 were introduced to require all 
schools to post annual student recruitment costs; 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2022, H.B. 5849/S.B. 936 were introduced to subject CMOs to 
FOIA; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, in light of the state legislature having 
ended its current legislative session, the State Board of Education urges the 
reintroduction and passage of the aforementioned bills in the next legislative 
session; and 
 
BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED that the State Board of Education urges legislation 
that ensures charter schools and their CMOs are as transparent in the use of 
taxpayer money as traditional public school districts by requiring that every CMO 
(regardless of whether it is a for-profit or not-for-profit company) produce and 
electronically post an audited report of its use of all public funds, including 
information related to salaries, benefits, and contracts.  
 
 
Adopted December 13, 2022 
 
 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Year/2015/12/08/Final_SBE_Charter_School_Transparency_Recommendations.pdf?rev=6918bdf55acb4da295955d76cc02fa70
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-HB-5846
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-SB-0928
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-HB-5853
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-SB-0927
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-HB-5856
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-SB-0929
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2022-HB-5849
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(sfdqhhmaosqlnumnhwxzsrbw))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=2022-SB-0936
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