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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SMALLER CLASS
SIZES

WHEREAS, research has shown smaller class size improves the learning environment
for students because teachers are better able to address the needs of their students both
academically and holistically;

WHEREAS, many studies show that class size reduction leads to better student
outcomes in every way that can be measured, including better grades and test scores,
fewer behavior problems, greater likelihood to graduate from high school on time and
subsequently enroll in college;

WHEREAS, according to the Education Policy Initiative at the University of Michigan,
“the student-teacher ratio substantially understates the number of students per class in
all core academic subjects in every grade level”*;

WHEREAS, "many students in Michigan, which has no legal cap on class size, find
themselves in especially large classes; in 1st grade, nearly 1 in 20 students has a
homeroom of 40 or more students; in 7th grade and 9th grade, more than 1 in 10
students has at least one core course of that size”*

WHEREAS, "“the risk of large classes in Michigan is not evenly distributed across race,
economic level, or urbanicity: Black 9th graders are over three times as likely as their
white peers to be in such large classes”;

WHEREAS, at every grade level, students receiving meal subsidies are 60 to 70 percent
more likely to be in large classes than their peers not receiving subsidies;

WHEREAS, nearly one in four 9th graders in urban districts are in at least one class of
40 or more students, while only 1 in 50 students in rural districts find themselves
experiencing this situation*;

WHEREAS, the State House of Representatives has proposed cutting more than $5
billion from the school aid budget for FY 2025-2026, a 25% reduction in funding for the
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state’s public schools that would likely make it impossible for schools in the most
overcrowded communities to have enough physical space to lower class sizes;

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Education recommends that priority should be
given to funding for the Fiscal Year 2026 budget to allow high poverty schools to hire
more teachers to lower the student to teacher ratio in their K-3 classrooms; thus
providing more intense focus on the teaching of literacy and numeracy for those students
who have greater needs

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the State Board of Education supports the
recommendation of the Michigan Department of Education that priority should be given
to funding for the Fiscal Year 2026 budget to allow high poverty schools to hire more
teachers to lower the student to teacher ratio in K-3 classrooms;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that school class sizes be limited by the 2030-31
academic year to no more than 20 students per class in grades K-3, no more than 23
students per class in grades 4th-8th, and no more than 25 students per class in grades
9-12, with reasonable exceptions made for physical education and performing arts
classes, career technical education and in consultation with specialist teachers in these
and other certification areas;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED the State Board of Education urges the State Legislature
to enact legislation calling for increased funding to ensure schools be able to lower class
sizes to the mandated levels;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature urges the Michigan Department of Education to
require school districts to devise and implement an effective class size reduction plan
with assurances that funding for staffing and infrastructure will be available as soon as
possible to ensure these goals are achieved by the 2030-31 academic year.

*https://edpolicy.umich.edu/research/epi-policy-briefs/class-size-michigan-investigating-risk-

being-very-large-classes

Resolution passes on May 13, 2025, by a vote of 6 - 1.
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