STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
GRETCHEN WHITMER LANSING MICHAEL F. RICE, Ph.D.
GOVERNOR STATE SUPERINTENDENT

Resolution in Support of Additional Funding for a Statewide Expansion of Career
and Technical Education (CTE)

WHEREAS there are 53 types of CTE programs in the state, from construction trades to
cosmetology and computer science, from aviation to agriculture, from energy to education;

WHEREAS CTE offers a diverse delivery system that provides students with leadership
opportunities in various career fields and allows for the rigorous and relevant application of
workplace skills while incorporating reading, writing, and mathematics; and

WHEREAS CTE provides students with work-based learning experiences to help Michigan
develop and maintain a highly skilled, sustainable workforce; and

WHEREAS CTE offers students opportunities to earn college credit, industry certification,
and licenses in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand fields; and

WHEREAS CTE programs contribute to goals in Michigan’s Top 10 Strategic Education Plan,
including Goal 4, to expand secondary learning opportunities for all students; Goal 5, to
increase the high school graduation rate; and Goal 6, to increase the percentage of adults
with a postsecondary credential, as well as Governor Whitmer’s “Sixty by 30" goal of
increasing the percentage of working-age adults with a skill certificate or college degree to
60% by 2030; and

WHEREAS 96.8% of students who completed at least two courses in a single state-
approved CTE program or program of study graduated from high school, higher than the
state’s overall four-year graduation rate by approximately 15 percentage points, and 95.1%
reported being employed, in continuing education, or both six months later (2022-23); and

WHEREAS the number of students in CTE courses has increased from 102,988 in 2020-21
to 112,156 in 2023-24, higher than pre-pandemic and an increase of 9,168, or nine percent,
and the number of students completing an entire program of career and technical education
increased from 44,226 to 52,625, a rise of 19% and the highest level in the state’s history,
during the last three years; and

WHEREAS 25% of students in grades 9-12 enroll in CTE, higher than pre-pandemic but
with considerable room for improvement, even though 70% of U.S. jobs now require a
certificate or a two-year degree; and
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WHEREAS Michigan must expand access to CTE programs to more students to ensure
equitable access and to strengthen the foundation for economic growth in our state; and

WHEREAS the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) presented to the State Board of
Education (SBE) about significant disparities in CTE access across socioeconomic status,
race, and geography from recent studies done by the University of Michigan’s Youth Policy
Lab at the October and December 2024 SBE meetings; and

WHEREAS economically disadvantaged students are underrepresented by more than 10
percentage points in nearly half of the 53 different CTE programs offered by the state,
including computer programming, engineering technology, and financial management
services; and

WHEREAS 41% of Michigan school districts are identified as "CTE deserts," areas where
CTE participation is much lower than expected, given the characteristics of students and
schools; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the State Board of Education calls on the
Michigan Legislature and Governor Whitmer to provide additional funding to local and
intermediate school districts to open new high-quality CTE programs, particularly those in
CTE deserts and/or areas with opportunity gaps, to ensure equitable access across all
schools.

Resolution passed on January 14, 2025, by a vote of 7 - 1.



