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A Resolution Recognizing America’s 250th Anniversary and Encouraging 

Civic Education 
 

WHEREAS, July 4, 2026, marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence and 
the founding of the United States of America; and 
 
WHEREAS, America’s founding established a constitutional republic and representative 
democracy, grounded in the principles that all people are created equal, are endowed with 
unalienable rights, and derive government authority through the consent of the governed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the nation’s founders through sacrifice, debate, and conviction, established a 
framework of self-government intended to preserve liberty, protect individual rights, and limit 
governmental power; and 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights secure essential freedoms 
including freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, due process, and the right of citizens 
to participate in self-government; and 
 
WHEREAS, generations of Americans have defended and expanded the blessings of liberty 
through civic engagement, military service, public service, and faithful stewardship of 
constitutional principles; and 
 
WHEREAS, the American story includes both the nation’s founding ideals and the continuing 
efforts of generations of people to expand liberty, justice, and equal protection under the law; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, education plays a vital role in preserving knowledge of American history, founding 
principles, constitutional government, civic responsibility, and the responsibilities of 
citizenship; and 
 
WHEREAS, high quality civic education should support critical thinking, respectful dialogue, 
informed engagement, and honest teaching about the nation’s achievements, contradictions, 
struggles, and progress; and 
 
WHEREAS, members of the Michigan State Board of Education have taken an oath of office to 
support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Michigan, 
recognizing their responsibility to exercise leadership and general supervision of public 
education consistent with those governing documents; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan State Board of Education recognizes 
and celebrates the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America; and 
 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board encourages Michigan schools and districts to 
provide age-appropriate opportunities for students to engage in learning related to the 
Declaration of Independence, the nation’s founders, the United States Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, civic virtue, and the responsibilities of citizenship during the 2026-27 school year; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that districts are encouraged to share educational resources, 
student projects, historical observances, assemblies, classroom activities, and community 
celebrations that honor America’s founding and the enduring principles of liberty and 
constitutional government; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that districts are also encouraged to support learning 
opportunities that help students understand the continuing work of building a more perfect 
union through civic participation, constitutional democracy, and the expansion of liberty and 
justice over time. 
 
 
Adopted on June 9, 2026, by a vote of 5 – 3.   


