
   
   

    

    
  

   

    
 

    
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

    

   

    
 

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

    
 

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

   

   

   

   

Anishinaabemowin terms used in the context of 
Maawn Doobiigeng library organizational system. 
Please note: there are many ways to spell individual words in Anishinaabemowin, those included 
here are just one variation. 

Aadizookaan – factual, what we know to be 
true, and traditional stories and teachings 

Aanii – hello 

Aki Gwek-naaknegeng – environmental 
justice 

Anishinaabe(k) – a group of culturally 
related Indigenous peoples present in the 
Great Lakes region: the Ojibwe, the Odawa, 
and the Potawatomi 

Biindigen – welcome/come in 

Bineshiinh – bird 

Binoojiinhik – children 

Boozhoo – hello 

Daakenjigeng – research 

Dibaajimowinan – embellished, creative 
stories/storytelling 

Dodem – clan 

E’jiiskiijik – spiritual leaders 

Emshkikiiked – herbalists 

Enendamaang – self-expression 

Enendimeng – psychology 

Enweying – language 

Eshkniigid – teens 

Ezaakiigen – plants 

Ezhishiiying – skills and strategies 

Gabe-zhiwebak – international history 

Giigoonh – fish 

Gimaakewin – leadership 

Gnowendaming Aki – land management 

Jijaak – crane 

Kaawii Anishinaabe-aawsiiwok – not 
Indigenous 

Kchi-naaknegewin – constitution 

Kina Ezhwebak – intergovernmental affairs 

Kinoomaadzeng – developing skills 

Kinoomaageng – teaching 

Kowaabjigeng – protection 

Maamwi-noojimaang – holistic care 

Maang – loon 

Maanjiinaang – arts 

Maawn Doobiigeng – gather together 

Mayagi Anishinaabek – Indigenous, but 
not Anishinaabe 

Miigwetch – thank you 

Mishomis – grandfather 

Mjidoodameng – law enforcement/crime 

Mkwa – bear 

Mnidoo’aadziwin – spirituality 

Mnisekweng – cooking 

Mnomaadseng – well-being 

Mnomaadziwin – community health 

Mnomaajishkaang – community and nation 
building 

Mnowangozwin – entertainment 

Mshkikiin – plant medicine 

Naadmaadsaang – self-help 

Naanaakdowendameng – mediation 



   
 

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Naasaab Ezhi-gnowaamdeng – social 
justice 

Ndizhnikaz – my name is 

Ndoonjibaa – I am from 

Ngamwinan – poetry and songs 

Ngododewziwin – family 

Nitaawgid – adults 

Waabizhiish – marten 

Waanezhiwebak – what the future brings 

Waawaashkesh – deer 

Wiidookaagewin – sports 

Zhaabwiing – survival 

Zhimaaknishak – military/warriors 

Zhitwaawin – religion 
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