
 
 

Social Studies Classroom Practice and Pedagogy

Thanks, Scott 

I appreciate your introduction. 

I just want to thank the MDE for this invitation and I feel honored to be part up the 
series on comprehensive history. 

I look forward to spending the next hour or so together re-thinking, re-imagining, and 
re-envisioning  how to bring this rich comprehensive history into the K-16 classrooms 
using inquiry-based teaching and learning. 

I also just wanted everyone know that this slide deck will be made available and all of 
the resources in these slides are hyperlinked and will be shared… 

and speaking of the slides, I want to give a shout out to my amazing friends and 
colleagues at the Oakland Intermediate School District - Stacie Woodward, Chris Lee 
and Molly Gale 

They have graciously included me in the work they are doing to bring inquiry-based 
teaching into the classroom by bringing teachers together for PL Design Labs –a few 
of the slides are from our work in the labs 

At one point you will need a piece of paper and something to write with….. 



Here’s where we are headed in our time together 

The presenters in the comprehensive history series have gifted us with marvelous 
content and resources and now we are challenged to move forward in making 
intentional pedagogical choices to bring this comprehensive history into our K-16 
classrooms. 

And yes, you did hear me say K-16 …we need to tap into the curiosities of young 
children, 
to honor their forever questions of why, 
to provide them with the scaffolding needed to learn to live in a world so that they can 
be active, informed participants in our complex democracy and learn to honor and 
respect differences 

Together we can learn–we can learning with inquiry( the content) and from inquiry 
(as critical thinkers) to navigate how to do life rightly amidst the good, the bad, and 
the ugly …. 



 

In our time together we will be looking at the why, the what and the how of inquiry 
based teaching and learning 

We will start with looking at why ...we need to infuse inquiry into our practice.. 

then we will spend time investigating what the C3 Framework has to offer – 

The C3 Framework was embedded into the 2019 adopted Michigan Social Studies 
standards as an instructional tool used to breathe life into the content..It is 
intentionally designed to 
a) enhance the rigor of the social studies disciplines; 
b)build critical thinking, problem solving, and participatory skills to become 
engaged citizens; 
and 
c) align academic standards that draw on the English Language Arts and 
Literacysills in History/Social Studies. 

and end with how—the nuts and bolts of how to use the Inquiry Design model of the 
C3 Framework to design and implement inquiry in the classroom. 





When we think about using inquiry as an instruction tool it’s important for us to 
position ourselves in the work….to know our individual stories, to now the larger story 
and then considering how our story fits into the larger story… 
So my story: How did I come to see and act in the world? 
● Grew up in white world where I was taught implicitly and explicitly 
● “White is right” and “you’re not much if you’re not Dutch”  

● I knew no different-that is until my husband and I moved to Gallup, New 
Mexico–where for 9 years we lived near the Navajo reservation and I taught in 
a former missionary boarding school…teaching a group of students–Navajo, 
Zuni, Hopi, Hispanic, Af. American, and Anglo radically changed how I saw 
the world, experienced US history, and how I saw my role in being part of 
creating a better world for all people 

● These experiences and many others (Past and Present) are part of my life-
long journey of learning about differences…and how to navigate the 
world…some of the highlights 
○ having a special needs child, 
○ having a gifted child who just thirst for wanting to know about the world 

was exhausting and invigorating at the same time…. 
○ Teaching in multiple settings…NM, urban setting downtown Grand 

Rapids, and in a wealthy, white parochial school in a wealthy suburb 
○ PhD at MSU..teaching at OU and investigating with preservice 
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teachers Takaki’s different mirror a multicultural lens of the history of 
the United States, Dunbart-Ortiz’s account of Indigenous Peoples’ 
history of the United States and Bronshi’s Queer History of the United 
States 

● These and countless other voices and experiences have taught me how to 
study the past in order to better understand the present and to walk alongside 
others in imagining and acting to make the world a better place for all people 

So I would argue that we all need to  continually learning and reflecting on how our 
individual stories  connect to the larger story ….let’s now turn to that larger story 



We are going to watch a two minute video and as we do I want you to focus on the 
following questions… 
● What is the story of America? 
● What is it portraying about the story of America? 
● Whose stories do we tell in the history classroom? Why is it important that we 

think about what history we tell and what history we omit/silence or 
misrepresent? 

● How are all individual stories connected into the larger story of our country? 
● What is our role in creating a more just and equitable society? 

Caveat –before I show the video … I am in no way promoting Joe Biden and his 
administration…I ask that you ignore the picture of him you will see on the opening 
screen and the message for his election at the end….. 

instead focus on the people you see, the lens through which you see them, the 
significance of the frames you see…and what it means to be a country that honors 
and respects differences… 



With the video in mind…. 

Take a moment to let this image sink in…what do you see? 

Allow a few seconds of silence as they take in this slide 

Yes…This is the preamble to the Constitution of the United States..go to the next 
slide 



Our story..the story of the United States…… 
We the people… 

What does is mean to be an Amercian? 

How has “who” the people are changed over time? 
Who has played a significant role in the shaping of our nation? 
Who decides who is and who is not an American? 
How does who is defining “the people” matter? 

Seeking to create a more perfect union 
Who has played a significant role in the good, the bad, and the ugly parts of our 
story? 
What does it mean to create a more perfect union? 
How does who is asking the question and who is defining a “more perfect union” 
matter for how we live and act in the world?  



The comprehensive history series has been a wonderful source for learning about the 
larger story of the United States. 

These wonderful presenters provide powerful ways for us to learn the stories of the 
people who have shaped this country..and leave us with thought provoking ways to 
think about what history should be taught and why… 

They shared their expertise and opened our hearts and minds to the larger story –the 
good–the bad–and the ugly parts of it… 

Each has challenged us with bringing this information into the classroom..giving us 
wonderful primary and secondary sources, people, events, and has helped us make 
sense of who we are, who we are as a nation 



 

How can we make history come alive in our classrooms? 

How can we make it so that students see that history is not just about a bunch of 
dead people who did “some things” rather it’s about studying the past to better 
understand the present and tsee in our role in it so that together we can 
imagine and work towards a better future. 

However, as we have heard……. 
● history is complicated, 
● perspective matters, 
● how we define who “we the people” are and how we define what it means to 

establish and ordain a more perfect union matters.. 

So–as we the people..seeking to create a more perfect union…. let’s dive in…. 



give time to grad pencil and paper 

watch the clock for 1 minute. 



Let’s listen to a short 2 minute video as Kellie Carter Johnson explains how and why 
she includes the name five activity in her classroom 

So why inquiry… 

To teach comprehensive history in our classrooms… 
SO THAT we recognize how history has been presented to us…search our voices 
that have been silenced or marginalized–to realize how many great people have 
helped shape the greatness of America 



 

Why Inquiry? 
● Inquiry allows us to discern how we have some to see and act in the world. 
● Inquiry allows us to gain perspective on how others have come to see and act 

in the world. 
● Inquiry goes beyond meaningless memorization to rigorous and relevant 

learning in the classroom…learning that connects us to who we are, who 
others are, and opens up opportunities for us to imagine..and act to create a 
better–more just and equitable world for all people! 



Soft skills 

They’re often called transferable skills or interpersonal skills 

such as the ability to communicate clearly, the ability to work 
well with others and the ability to manage their time effectively. 



 

 

Our Nation’s recent report card –showing disturbuing declining history scores 
along with the recent Rand report specific to social studies was not good…… 
many schools lack the infrastructure for good quality social studies instruction..– 
especially since the NCLB and high-stakes testing 

And we want you to stay tuned…we have a newly developed advisory group of 
teacher educators, ISD consultants, representatives from organizations such as 
iCivics, state consultants …. Our goal is to promote the increase in quantity and 
quality of social studies in MI..we’ve just begun with a survey in which over 1000 
teachers and administrators participated in and we are eager to analyze and 
strategically plan next steps 

If we want informed-active-civic engagement to promote the common good ……we 
need to invite all students K-16 into being “we the people” and creating learning 
opportunities for all of us to be part of creating a more perfect union where people 
thrive..not merely survive 





Now we want to spend a few minutes investigating what the C3 Framework is.... 

before we begin it would be helpful for me to know your level of familiarly with the C3 
Framework 

none at all 
a little 
somewhat familiar 
very familiar 

Scott..could you display the poll now..thanks 



Scholarly Rationale for C3 Framework 

Provide a common language and curricular approach to inquiry …..features 4 distinct 
but inter-related dimensions with an inquiry arc that lays out a process for supporting 
students to ask questions about our social world, use concepts and tools from the 
disciplines that make up social studies, analyze an argue about what they have 
learned, and apply that knowledge to the challenges that face our world today. 

Our democratic republic will not be sustained unless students are aware of their 
changing cultural and physical environments. 

We want students to: 
Know the past and connect it to the present 
Read, write, and think deeply 
Act in ways that promote the common good (the life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness comes with responsibility in taking care of each other and the environment 

And although there are differing opinions on these objectives…the goal of 
knowledgeable, thinking, informed active citizens is universal 



 
 

 

 
 

 

The C3 Framework is centered on an Inquiry Arc—a set of interlocking and mutually 
supportive ideas that frame the ways students learn social studies … where questions are 
….(read the slide) 

Inquiry-based teaching and learning furnishes students’ mind with the subject matter of 
history and the social sciences and empowers them to reason with evidence–sourcing, 
contextualizing, corroboration, questioning. 

This liberates them to think outside the boxes of their upbringing and the status quo. 
Inquiry is a blade that can cut through the crust of conventional wisdom, leading the 
thinker into the unknown, 

This it its social justice rationale…All of our students should have access to it 

so in this process..question are .. 



Another way to illustrate the C3 Framework …. 

elements of an inquiry support and scaffold students engagements SO that they are 
invited into and excited about their role in a complex –but beautiful, pluralistic 
democracy 

Initiated and sustained by questions, 
Structure through tasks 
and enabled with sources 

And the more we know about the content–which the previous webinars really laid out 
for us …the better we will be at crafting rigorous and relevant inquiries 



Now we turn our attention to the IDM..the Inquiry Design Model… 





The Inquiry Design Model (IDM) 
● Unique to the IDM is the blueprint, a one-page representation of 

the questions, tasks, and sources that define an inquiry. 
○ goal is to fit it all on one page…, align to standards-design with the end 

in mind 
○ 3 different templates….focused inquiry, 3 question inquiry…4 

question inquiry 

● Visual snapshot of an inquiry —-lots of moving parts ….all working 
well together 

● distinctive approach to creating curriculum and instructional 
materials that honors teachers’ knowledge and expertise, 

● avoids over prescription, 
● focuses on the main elements of the instructional design process 

go to next page 





It's important that we zoom and take a broader look at the the instructional shift that 
needs to shifts happen in moving towards inquiry based teaching and learning, 

Inquiry is part of building an equitable classroom.  It is not something we pull off the 
shelf to do as a special project or activity..but rather a way of being ..a way of 
approaching teaching and learning…preparing students for the real world…messy, 
complex…but amazing and beautiful 

Giving students the space to think, question, grapple with evidence, etc. 
set up a classroom that is more equitable than one in which we (Talking heads) as 
disperse knowledge to students and ask them to “regurgitate” it back to us. 



Making the instructional shifts requires shiftng the roles of the teacher…..the 
students…the content/skills 



                             

                                     

                                 

                              

         

                     

                     

           

                       

                   

If we are truly going to approach teaching and learning through an inquiry lens it 
needs to be who we are from the inside out…we don’t just dust it off a shelf to use 
everyone in awhile…but in all we do we seek to learn our story, the bigger story, and 
how we work together to make the world a better place. We the people…seeking 
to create a more perfect union 

● critically discern our assumptions about how we see and live in the world 
● constantly disrupt those assumptions as new evidence is provided for us to 

see the world from different perspectives 
● continually develop with others so that our learning shapes the way we think 

and act to make the world more just and equitable 



Be sure to point out the articles 

Crowley and King..seminal piece about making inquiry critical - in the way we frame 
the compelling questions, what sources we allow students to investigate, and the task 
we create and the infomed action piece that 

Conrad and Gallagher…..how to hone those compelling questions so that they are 
truly compelling 

Messy work…complex work..but necessary and crucial to teaching comprehensive 
history in our classrooms 



That all was a lot of words..so let’s take a few minutes to Walk through an example 
that was created during TERC 
We were a group of teacher educators who came together to write inquiries focusing 
on Asian American History 
● Building our own content knowledge 
● Listening to the voices and experiences of marginalized/oppressed silenced 

people 
● Collaborating with others 
● Starting Small 

Show the other inquiries on the NCSS site 
…this is a quick walk through showing the different dimensions and how they work 
together- the the 4 dimensions of the c3 framework…..intersecting and 
multidimensional… 

In a few minutes we’ll take a closer look  on each section of the template..questions, 
tasks, and sources 



Note: can click on template to locate the full inquiry 



Begin with the end in mind….standards….backwards design 

Standards…these were taken form the C3 Dimensions, but you would use MI K-12 
standarsds 

Jump to the end of the template—where do we want students to land 

Then the sources and tasks are scaffolding and guided instruction to get them there… 





Image used to access students’ prior knowledge and to ignite and invite them into the 
inquiry…. 

Usually the last thing you plan in the inquiry-
Examples. 
● lists 
● Political cartoon 
● Photo.image –visual thinking strategy 
● Short video 
● Question Formation Technique—Right Question Institute 

● Can look at other inquiries for ideas 



Supporting questions….support students in answering the compelling question…this 
is where the heart of the content comes..we 

Increase in complexity 
Formative tasks where students capture their learning using the sources provided… 



Multiple sources…used to investigate each supporting question…different angles and 
perspectives 



 

  

Began with this end in mind… 

Driven by questions, scaffolded by tasks and sources..now the students are ready to 
answer the question and take action… 

Summative tasks—allows each individual to answer the question by making a claim 
and backing it up with evidence from the sources 

-choose an activity to fit your students –allow for choices..great place 
to implement the UDL principles 

Extension activity allows students to take what they have learned and to a different 
audience 
This can be done in the classroom or outside of it 
1. Enable connections across the disciplines 
2. Provide opportunities to practice communicating ideas 
3. Support students as they express argument in different modalities. 
Types 
Action –oriented, analytical, community-oriented, creative and expressive, discussion-
oriented, project-based 

Informed Action—can take place in the classroom, larger school context, or 
outside of the school—always the issue of time..yet to be informed, active 
participants 



 Ideally to allow students to be civically engaged with the content of the inquiry 
(discussion, debates, presentations) 
Understand-demonstrate they can think about the issues behind the inquiry in a new 
setting or context 
Assess-consider alternative perspectives or begin to define a set of actions 
Act- how students put into effect the effect the results of their planning –or for younger 
grades –the teacher plans it 

Reivew a film, suggest revisions to a textbook, develop a museum exhibit, find 
modern day parallels, write an editorial 



The next few slides put the inquiry process into perspective…… 















Scott, could you pull up our second poll and would love to see where everyone is at 
this point... 

remember to write specific questions down and hopefully we can have some time for 
Q & A at the en 





Diving into teaching comprehensive history with the end in mind…..what is we want 
students to understand, to know, and to be able to do — 

We want to create situations that help us discern our assumptions…disrupt those 
assumptions and learn to see, understand-–and respect our difference. 

As we watch the following video that is a great review of what we’ve talked about in 
the why and the what …..reflect on the following questions… 

Be sure to submit them to the Q & A …these will be so helpful as we move into our 
advocacy work of how to get quality social studies teaching in and learning into our 
schools. …. 



What we are going to do now is walk through each of these design elements one at a 
time….. 





Give time for them to look and see the differences between the two types of questions 



Compelling- click on the link 

Supporting questions is where the students build their content knowledge, —move 
from initial concept (such as children’s rights) 

to associated concept (violation of children’s rights) 

then to analysis (the actions taken to protect children’s rights) 



Let's use this inquiry lesson form Native Knowledge 360 as we walk through the 
questions, tasks, and sources 

Here let's specifically notice the questions 

walk  through the slide and then click on the lesson 







  

Clarify that sometimes, the formative task students  will do while they analyze the 
sources (i.e. a graphic organizer)  

Other times, the formative task will ask students to take what they did while they 
analyzed the source (an analysis sheet, for instance) and do something with that (like 
write a paragraph, make a list, etc.). 

Whatever the task is it should support students in analyzing the sources  



In our work with teachers this (besides the time factor) how and where to find reliable 
sources that are accessible to students are questions that comes up most frequently 



just read through this slides 

note the two books 



Primary and secondary categories are often not fixed and depend on the study 
or research you are undertaking. 

For example, newspaper editorial/opinion pieces can be both primary and 
secondary. If exploring how an event affected people at a certain time, this 
type of source would be considered a primary source. 

Great need for teaching digital literacy 

Heather Nice…reminds us that we can’t only rely on primary sources….Indigenous 
Peoples…… 







Productive struggle is okay –don’t save them every time the encounter is difficult 





                       

           

Don’t need to reinvent the wheel ….many great inquires already exist…..walk through 
this quickly to show the different aspects 



Library of Congress 
National Archives 
Docs Teach 
Henry Ford 



Native Knowledge - marveloulsy written, amazing sources 

Time Shift America--creating specific videos to supplement state standards- takes 
moments in time (photo) and then blends archival photographs with present day 
video...journey through time 

New Am History 











Example of inquiries for Teaching Comprehensive History at the elementary level and 
HS level. 

I took a sample of the topics covered in the webinar series and located inquiries that 
would bring these topics into the classroom –using inquiry-based teaching and 
learning 

Expand on who “we the people are” what is means to be American….and how we can 
together establish a more perfect union where all people –regardless of race, religion, 
ethnicity, religion, gender …can thrive and flourish….. 
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