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At its creation in 1828, the Library's collection consisted of only 131 books.The Library of Michigan 

has expanded to several million items that preserve the story of Michigan. #MilibSNAP 
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What is the Library of Michigan? 

An institution created in 1828 to collect, preserve and 
provide access to the story of the State, and to support 
libraries in their role as essential community anchors. 
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Newspapers as Research Sources 

• Eyewitness accounts in the context of 
their time 

• Multiple viewpoints 
• Can trace the development of a subject 

over time 
• Can be a Primary and Secondary Source 
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Print Newspapers 

• Some old newspapers
still exist, but 
newsprint doesn’t hold up 
well. 

• Sometimes they’ve been 
indexed, but usually 
not. Be prepared to read. 
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Vertical File or Clipping File 

• Some libraries had or still have staff clip out articles 
from the newspaper and organize them into folders by 
topic. 

• These can be a goldmine, if you have a topic that’s 
covered in a clipping file. 

• Articles can be the original clipping or a photocopy. 
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Newspapers on Microfilm 

• The Library of Michigan has one of the largest
collection of Michigan newspapers on film. 

• Rolls of film with photographs of newspapers 
or other documents. 

• Durable, but requires machinery and aren't 
keyword searchable. 

• Find our newspaper title list on our website at 
www.Michigan.gov/LibraryNewspapers 
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Home / / Dig Mich Newspaper Presetvatiofl / DilJital Michigan NewSf)aper Portal 

I < DIGMICHNEWSPAPER 

PRESERVATION 

DIGITAL MICHIGAN NEWSPAPER 

PORTAL 

DIGMICHNEWSPAPERGRANT + 

DIGITAL MICHIGAN NEWSPAPER 
PORTAL 
Access digitized versions of newspapers made available 

from a variety of sources. Among these links are papers 

heldbytheClarkeHistorical libraryandalsoMichigan 

newspapers found in Chronicling Amerjca, a database 

maintainedbythelibraryofCongress. 

1. The library of Michigan has developed "newspaper 
familyhistories" thattracetheconnectionsbetween 

paperswithinacity. Yisitthisresource 

2. Fi rid information on 1he mi£.cofi!mi.ng.illi!Jtigilwng 
~ providedbytheClarkeHistoricallibrary. 

• Browse lhe entire DigMichNews collection 

• ~Y-Y.!fil: 
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Newspaper Websites 

• Some open database and digital collections 
• Central Michigan University Clarke Historical 

Library's Digital Michigan Newspaper Portal 
• Chronicling America

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 
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Newspapers in Databases 

• Newspaper databases can be hard to find. 
• Often only available in-house or to 

paying subscribers. 
• Statewide access to some newspapers in 

MeL.org and through Library of Michigan (with 
an LM library card). 

• Speedy, digital searching and easy ways to 
save the article. 
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MeL.Org Resources 

• MeL.org (Michigan Electronic 
Library) is freely available to 
all Michigan residents, no 
library card required. 

• Social Studies eResources 
include: 

• Explora for Middle Schools 
and High Schools 

• Newspaper Source Plus 
• Gale in Context: Opposing 

Viewpoints 
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~Michigan.gov eJournals MyMeLCat Contact Your Library Help 

Michigan e library 
Supporting Michigan Libraries 

Public Libraries 

AtoZdatabases 

Explora for Public Libraries 

Novelist Plus 

eResources 

K-12 Schools 

Gale In Context: Opposing~points 

!'ebb1e_G_o 

World Book Kids 

Go to eResource by Letter 

Kids Library Staff 

Browse All eResources 

Academic Search Complete 

Hobbies & Crafts Reference Center 

.Leami.ogExpress Librai:y 

See More 

Educators 

All A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z # 
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A Brief Tour of MeL.org 
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LM Newspaper Databases 

• Library of Michigan Library 
Card gives remote access to 
many Michigan and 
national newspaper databases. To 
apply for card, visit 
www.Michigan.gov/LibraryCard 

• To view full list of online resources 
available to card holders, visit 
www.Michigan.gov/LMDatabases 
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Michigan Notable Book 2022 

Timeline Highlights 
1961: Vincent is adopted by Lilly and Hing 
Chin 
1978: Vincent meets Vikki Wong 
6/23/1982: Vincent dies from bludgeoning 
at his bachelor party 
2/8/1983 - 6/3/1983: Trial and sentencing 
reevaluation of murderers. 
7/1983 - 7/1987: Federal civil rights trials of 
murderers, Ebens and Nitz, appeal and 
retrial of Ebens. 
Nitz was cleared of all charges. Ebens was
fined $1.5 million dollars, which he never 
paid. 
3/2020: COVID-19 detected in the U.S.; 
Asian-Americans targeted as instrumental. 
12 



History 

African American BiograRhica l Database (Chadwy-ck-Hea ly) 

The largest Electronic Collect ion of Biog raphica l Informat ion on Afr ica n Americans, spann ing 1790-1950. Inc ludes p hot og raphs and illust rat ions, 

and covers t he famo us to t he everyday person. Informat ion ranges from biog raphical profi les t o fu ll-text sket ches. 

America's News - Historical and Current (Newsbank) 

Collect ion of several M ichigan newspapers subsc ribed t o by t he Li brary of Michiga n t hroug h Newsba nk, including current M l ive publicat ions. 

6t. LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN 

A Brief Tour of LM Patron 
Databases 

WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/LMDATABASES 

13 

http://www.michigan.gov/LMDATABASES


Nickle 
■cWhlrter 

A le on - and a lie n, 
that kids ·hould never get 

After exchanging Insults and 
strangers in a Highland Park Bar 
Chin was pursued by the men ou 
and brulally beaten with a basebal 
Injuries four days later, in Henry 
was 27 years old. 

Last week his attackers, orl 
second-degree murder, were per 
to the reduced charge of mansl 
sentenced by Wayne County Ci 
Kaufman. Ronald Ebens, 43, and 
chael Nitz, 23, both or Ea t Detroit 
fines or $3,000 each and serve th 

Judge Kaufman, who heard n 
and admitted he had seen only one 
Incident - which may or may not 
the pertinent information, accura 
plained his lenient sentence: 

"We're talking here about a m 
down a responsible job with lhe sa 
18 years and his son (Nitz) who 
part-lime student. These men ar 

and hann somebody else. I just did!";;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.:: 
them In prison would do any g.,, 
society." 

Slaying ends 
couple's dream 

By BRIAN FlANGAN 
Fr•"'-tMd wrt,_ 

Vlnunl Chin WU to be married Monday. On TIie.day, be 
WU buried Instead. 

On Wedneeday, C!lln's but lrlend tallled about bow 
much Chlo - boaten to death a week ago with a baseball bal 
- looked forward to his wedding day. 

''This • • ll ended th dttam," Danny Lew, 30, said 
haltlnaty. 

The "drum," accorcllng to lrlends, began aboul thrK 
yean .. o when Vincent Chin, of Oak Park, mel Vickie 
Won&, of ML Clemens, and fell Ill love. Lale ln 1980, \,1nc:enl 
.,,. blffil al Effidenl ED&ln<erln1 Co.. an Oak Park finn 

,at provldea ~ enain«rlng work tor automotlw 
and aircraft compel . 

Federal grand jury convicts Vincent Chin 's killer 
Chew, Ron . International Examiner (1976-1987) ; Seattle, Wash . (Seattle , Wash). 04 July 1984: 1. 

<f> ProOuest document link 

ABSTRA.CT (ABSTRACT) 
Defense attorneys argued that Chin himself started the fight. "So metl"Nng snapped insid e" (Ronald Ebens]. a 
defense attorney argued, and he "cannot recall large portions of the evening's events ." In opening remarks, 
defenseattomey Frank Eaman said of Ebens, "He did something that cannot be justif ied . But what he did 
wasn't racially motivated ." 

On June 19, 1982, Chin had gone to a topless bar with three friends to celebrate his upcoming wedding . Mrs. 
(Lily Chin] testif ied that when she asked (Vincent Chin] not to go to the bar, he responded , " Ma, just one last 
lime." At the bar, Olin got into an alten::ation with Ebens and [Michael Nitz]. A dancer at the bar, 'Mlo testified as 
a prosecution witness, said the al ten::ation began 'Mle11 Ebens, an auto plant foreman, told Oiin: "It's be::ause cl 
youm--f--s that we're out of work." 

FULL TEXT 

A 14-memberfederal grand jury R1 Detroit. last ThuOOa y convicted one man and acquit.tedaTDther for their role R1 tl1e Jw1e, 

1982 beatSlg deathof 27 -year-old Vincent Chin. 

Chin, a draft! 

prosecutor.1a 

Thejury-c 

Eben.~, 44, gu 

August, llOW 

Thejury, hO\ 

25-year-okls 

Helen Zia, in 

had\obbiedf 

involving an 

pmblemofra 

But at a press 

Myingtl1atit 

lend 

nald 

aring in 

s whic::h 

ghts case 

•s the 

lJUSl , 

On June 19, I 0 1in 

testified that\,I,.,,,,,..,,..,,...,,.,, .," "''' m,"'"1 __ ,,,,..,.,"'1".'I....,,""""'"'"'••~""''•" !l'.',.,ffl.,, .. ,.,...,.,., l!ffl.,,,,,...,,,,,,.._,,,,,..got into 

anahen;:ation with Ebem and Nilz. A dancer at the bar, who testified as a plUllecution witness, said the altercation began 

when Ebens, an auto plant foreman, told 0 1in: "It's because of you m --f---11 that we're o ut of work." 

Later lint same night, Eben& a nd Nitz, who went looking for Chin, found him and comered him icvcra lb\och from the ber. 

According to pl'O!lecution wit.ne!l!les, Eberis, am1ed with a baseball bat, bludgeoned Chin repea tedly in the head. 

27S.ptemt.2022 Pw-g,o1ol13 
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Primary Research using LM
Databases 

Response to 
sentencing 

Detroit Free Press 
March 25,1983 

Reporting on Vincent 
Chin's death 

Detroit Free Press 
July 1, 1982 

Reporting on federal trial 
by Seattle Asian Pacific 

American newspaper 
ProQuest Ethnic 

NewsWatch, 
International Examiner 

July 4, 1984 
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By MIKE HUGHES 
Gannett News Service 

For Christine Choy. this re ­
mai ns a vi\'id memory. 

h(' \,as in a Ci ncinnati court­
room . wntc h i ng the rinal mo ­
ments of a ('asc that had begun 
,, 1th a Uetroit killing, fh e years 
l'a rlier. " II was a \'Cry intense 
<la) ... :- h~. reca ll s . "E,cryonc was 
nenou~ . 

. \I thl' front of the cou rtroom 
,,ns Hon Ebens. y, ho admi ts kill ­
ing \ ' inl'L'lll Chin with a baseball 
bat. In the bark was Chin's moth­
t._•r I 11\ 

his arms, Ebens smashed hlm t 
death with a baseball bat. 

I • ua, o I I I I 
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Articles from Multiple Perspectives 

Reaction to sentencing 
from  African American 

Detroit newspaper 
Michigan Chronicle 

April 30, 1983 

Photo of Chin’s mother and 
article of  judge  re-examining 

probation sentence  for  
Chin’s murderers 
Detroit  Free Press 

April 30, 1983 
Article advertising documentary  
about  Vincent Chin’s murder and 

the subsequent  trial 
The  San Bernardino County  Sun 

July  18,  1989 
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H manslaughter/ the price of life 

It's one crime, many punishments 
By DAVID ASHENFB.TER 
nl JOHN CASTINE 
~,..Pn1., ~wrl11n 

him r,peatedly. Sht re!OlAltd and flrtd 
,again, wo1111dln& him nlnt Ume, In the head, 
ch"1 and limbs. 

Tht men died. Thtlr Wives went through 
the criminal Justice syllem and were con­
Vlcted of nwalaughter. The caset were 

the killers have comparable backgrounds. 
It allo 1how1 that manslaughter - ca lled 

"lht und<flotd &lrba!e bin ol homicide" by 
one outstate prosecutor - has become 1 
convenient and frequent dumpina ground 
ror rlrst• and second-degree murder cases 

Daily Gazette, Th e (Sc:he.nect:ady, NY) • Au.gust 271 2022 • page 27 

August 27, 2022 I Daily Gazette. The{Schenectady, NY) I Schenectady, NewYOf'k I Page 27 

THE DAILY GAZETTE ♦ WWW.DAILYGAZETTE.COM OPINION 

Decades Ajter Infamous Beating Death, Recent 
Attacks Haunt Asian Americans 
Smith, Mitch. New York Times (Online) , New York: New York Times Company. Jun 16, 2022. 

"1 ProQuest document link 

FULL TEXT 

Vincent Chin. a Chinese immigrant. was beaten to death aMer being pursued by two white Detroit autowOJkers in 

1982. On the 40th anniversary of his death, many hear frightening echoes. 

M 10 

de ,an ,, 
M had 

co 
SI g 
ab voting 

or higan 
hi 

N< s1an 

~ th 
so one 

m nic. - -
♦ SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022 ♦ Cl 

Asian American history must be taught in schools 

' I 

BY KIMI WAITE 

Between March 2020 and March 
2022, there were ll,400 self-report-
ed hate crimes against Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders across 
the country. 

Almost half of Asian Americans 
who reported hate incidents also , __ __ .., 

A national survey of Amer ican adults of all 
racial and ethnic backgrounds found that 42< 
couldn 't name a historical event involving 
Asian Americans, and 58% couldn 't name a 
single prominent Asian American person. 

·- " . ■ 
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Secondary Research using LM 
Databases 

Investigative reporting series on 
sentencing practices, inspired by the

trial verdict for Chin’s murderers 
Detroit Free Press 

October 9, 1983 

Vincent Chin’s death 
continues to symbolize anti-
Asian sentiments in the U.S. 

New York Times (Online) 
June 16, 2022 

Vincent Chin’s death reminds Americans 
of the need for teaching AAPI History 

The Daily Gazette (Schenectady, 
NY) August 27, 2022 
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Need Help? Ask a Librarian! 

• Contact your school or public library 
• Contact the Library of Michigan 

Phone: 517-335-1477 
Email: librarian@michigan.govv 
Website: 
Michigan.gov/LibraryofMichigan 
Address: 
Library of Michigan 
702 W. Kalamazoo St. 
Lansing, MI 48915 
M-F 10-5 PM & Saturday 10-4 PM 
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