
A Student Testing Vision for the 21st Century
Michigan is embarking on a student testing system designed to increase 

academic achievement and produce the highest-skilled employees and entrepreneurs  
for Michigan’s 21st Century success.

Goals
This updated testing system will:

• Align with Michigan’s high academic standards
• Help Michigan become a Top 10 education state in 10 years
• Reduce Overall Testing in Schools
• Provide a Road Map to Success for Students, Parents, & Teachers – Leading to Student 

Goal-Setting
• Provide Grade-Level Progress of Students for Parents and Teachers
• Respond to the Needs of Michigan’s 21st Century Job Providers

Student Vision
Using this new testing system will lead to classrooms that prepare students for success, as 
defined by them being:

• Curious
• Problem Solvers
• Able to Communicate Clearly and Effectively
• Work Both Independently and in Groups
• Able to Set and Achieve Goals
• Critical Thinkers

Testing Vision
This new testing system being proposed would be sustained over 10 years and provide:

• A focus on growth and proficiency, with Benchmark Tests, including a writing component, 
given in fall and spring, with an optional winter assessment – to measure benchmark 
progress throughout the year

• The ability to provide immediate reporting to inform educators and parents
• A stronger, year-long student growth measure on which to base Teacher Evaluations
• The foundation of an easy-to-understand A-through-F School Accountability Grading 

System
• An age-appropriate Kindergarten English language arts (ELA) and math assessment in the 

spring.
• An age-appropriate Fall and Spring assessment for ELA and math in Grades 1-2
• Benchmark Tests in Grades 3-8, with a writing component
• Traditional M-STEP state test – once in elementary and once in middle school
• Individual, and team, problem-solving exercises (with writing) – once in elementary  

and once in middle school 
• PSAT, SAT, and the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) for the upper grades

10To
p

in
putting Michigan on the map as a premier education state

Yea
rs10



Accessibility Report

		Filename: 

		Student Testing Vision for the 21st Century.pdf



		Report created by: 

		Michael Flaminio

		Organization: 

		



 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found no problems in this document.

		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0



Detailed Report

		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting




Back to Top