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ELA: Expressing Ideas - Grade 8 Prompt Released Items Spring 2017 

EXPRESSING IDEAS 


DIRECTIONS: Read the prompt. Complete your response to the 
prompt on the student answer document. Then, use the checklist to 
review and proofread your response. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas - Grade 8 Prompt Released Items Spring 2017 

Prompt: Tell about one of your friends. Describe what you and your friend 
like to do together. Be sure to use examples and details in your response. 

CHECKLIST 
DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist as you review and proofread your  
response to the prompt. 

____  Did I answer each part of the prompt? 


____   Did I support my ideas with details?
  

____  Did I organize my ideas and details clearly?
 

____  Did I review my response one more  time to make sure it is 
 
just the way I want it? 

____  Did I put my response on the student answer document? 
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MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 



  

 
 
 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

  
 

 
 
 
 

ELA: Expressing Ideas - Grade 8 Comment Codes Released Items Spring 2017 

Expressing Ideas Comment Codes 

Score 4 

1 Shows strong focus on the prompt topic 

2 Supports ideas with appropriate details and/or examples

 3 Contains clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures 

4 Demonstrates adequate control of word choice and language/visual conventions 

Score 3 

5  Needs additional details and/or  examples relevant to prompt topic to obtain the highest 
score point 

 6  Needs stronger organization and connections among ideas to obtain the highest score point 

7  Needs greater variety in vocabulary and sentence structure to obtain the highest score 
point 


8  Needs tighter control of language/visual conventions to obtain the highest score point 


Score 2 

9 Lacks clear focus on the prompt topic 

10 Shows limited development with insufficient details and/or examples

 11 Lacks clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures 

12 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that interfere with understanding 

Score 1 

13 Shows little focus and development of the prompt topic 

14 Lacks organization and/or arrangement of figures 

15 Demonstrates little or no control over vocabulary or sentence formation

 16 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that make understanding nearly impossible 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 

Score Point: 1 


This response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt with a random list of names 
of friends (Henry, Leo, Jonny), but the topic is not developed with details describing what the writer 
likes to do with a friend. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 

Score Point: 1 


This response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt. This response is a complete 
thought, but it is not developed beyond the name of the friend and where they like to go. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 3 

Score Point: 1 


This response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt by mentioning the game 
(Call of Duty Blackops 3) that the writer and a friend play together, although there is little development 
of the topic. The drawing does not provide enough additional development or detail to elevate the score. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 4 

Score Point: 1 


Although this brief response shows some evidence of an attempt to answer the prompt with one detail 
(we play with barbies together), there is no further development of the topic. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 5 

Score Point: 2 


This response shows limited development with two simplistic details (talking to each other and we also 
hang out together). 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 6 

Score Point: 2 


This drawing without labels is developed with limited details (friends smiling, playing a video game, 
basement stairs). Errors in visual conventions make understanding difficult. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 7 

Score Point: 2 


This response of a list of activities that the writer and his friend like to do together (We like to play, We 
talk on the phone) is somewhat on topic. The list, without an introduction, a conclusion, or transitions to 
connect the ideas, reflects a lack of a clear organizational structure. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 8 

Score Point: 2 


This brief response about staying the night at Abby’s house has limited development, and only simplistic 
details are provided (we watched movies, she is really nice). Without an introduction or any transitions, 
the writing lacks a clear organizational structure. 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 9 

Score Point: 3 


The writing in this response is mostly on topic. There is some development with a list of what the 
student likes to do with her friend (we play dress up, we talk on the phone). This response has a brief 
introduction (Me and Denise) where the writer mentions a specific friend. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 10 

Score Point: 3 


This response consists of a drawing showing a variety of activities and is mostly on topic. There is some 
development of the topic with multiple examples of what the writer likes to do with a friend present in 
the drawing (swimming, golfing, fishing) and partial support through labels (Boxing, go). 
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ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 8 Released Items Spring 2017 

ANCHOR PAPER 11 
Score Point: 3 

This response is mostly on topic and shows some development with appropriate details (We go on 
walks, We watch T.V. together). An introduction is included (One of my friend’s Brenda; do many 
things together) which connects the activities, as well as a conclusion (We do all sorts of things 
together), reflecting a mostly organized structure. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 12 
Score Point: 3 

This response about the writer playing with his friend Charlie is mostly on topic. There is some 
development of what he and his friend do, with appropriate details (Play a lot of game’s, Call of duty, 
Battlefeld 4). The text reflects a mostly organized structure with an introduction (One of my friend name 
is Charlie) and a conclusion (So that is of my best friend). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 13 
Score Point: 4 

This response focuses on the topic. The text is developed and includes appropriate details (Aleiln and 
the Chipmunks, play his 2K16 games on his Xbox one). There is a clear organizational structure that 
uses a variety of transitions to order the activities chronologically (First, Next, Finally) and a conclusion 
(had so much fun). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 14 
Score Point: 4 

This response about a best friend focuses on the topic of what the writer and his friend do together. It 
includes many appropriate details (we play the game together on black ops 3 on the ps4; we go to places 
like ABC) and is clearly organized with an introduction, varied transitional phrases (When we get back 
home from school, After friday, then on Monday), and a conclusion, resulting in a unified whole. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 15 
Score Point: 4 

This response, describing details about a friend Trevor, focuses on the topic. The text includes 
appropriate details based on the student’s prior knowledge and experience (eat a lot of food like 
pizza…beef; dezerts like Ice Cream, cookies, and shacks). There is a clear organizational structure with 
an introduction, a conclusion, and a logical progression of ideas, resulting in a unified whole. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 16 
Score Point: 4 

This response about a friend who is more “like a brother” to the writer is focused on the topic and 
includes many appropriate details (right after school we would walk around, play video games, …or just 
hang out and talk). It is clearly organized with an introduction (My best friend is more like a brother to 
me) and a conclusion (I love my brother more then anything on this earth and I honstely don’t know 
what I would do without him), resulting in a unified whole. 

MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 16b 
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