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EXPRESSING IDEAS

DIRECTIONS: Read the prompt. Complete your response to the
prompt on the student answer document. Then, use the checklist to
review and proofread your response.
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Prompt: Describe a problem that sometimes happens at your school,
such as a locker that won’t open, not liking food choices in the cafeteria,
or not following the dress code. Use details to explain the problem and
how you might try to fix it.

CHECKLIST

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist as you review and proofread your
response to the prompt.

Did I answer each part of the prompt?
Did I support my ideas with details?
Did I organize my ideas and details clearly?

Did I review my response one more time to make sure it is
just the way I want it?

Did I put my response on the student answer document?
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Rubric

Scoring Rubric - Grades 3-8, and 11

Writing

Drawing

The writing focuses on the topic. The topic may
not be explicitly stated, but can be easily
inferred by the reader. The text includes
appropriate details and/or examples based on
the student’s prior knowledge and experience.
There is a clear organizational structure with
transitions between ideas, resulting in a unified
whole. The writing demonstrates use of mostly
precise word choice and syntax. Errors in
language conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and capitalization) do not interfere
with understanding.

The drawing focuses on the topic. Pertinent
details and/or examples based on the student’s
prior knowledge and experience are: (1) clearly
present in the drawing; (2) present in the
drawing and enhanced through written
explanation by the student and/or transcribed
oral explanation by the assessment
administrator; or (3) provided solely through
written and/or transcribed oral explanation.
The visual text presents a logical organization
and arrangement of figures. Errors in language
and visual conventions (e.g., composition,
perspective, shape, and clarity) do not interfere
with understanding.

The writing is mostly on topic. The topic may
not be explicitly stated, but can be inferred with
little effort by the reader. There is some
development of the topic with appropriate
details and/or examples. The text reflects a
mostly organized structure and may include
transitions between ideas. The writing
demonstrates some attention to word choice
and syntax. Errors in language conventions
(e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization) may slightly interfere with
understanding.

The drawing is mostly on topic. Some details
and/or examples are (1) present in the
drawing; (2) mostly present in the drawing and
supported through written and/or transcribed
oral explanation; or (3) are provided solely
through written and/or transcribed oral
explanation. The visual text presents an
attempt at logical organization and
arrangement of figures. Errors in language and
visual conventions (e.g., composition,
perspective, shape, and clarity) may slightly
interfere with understanding.

The writing is somewhat on topic. If not
explicitly stated, the topic may not be easily
inferred. There is limited development with
simplistic details and/or examples. The focus
may wander. The writing lacks a clear
organizational structure, and ideas may be
repetitive. Errors in language conventions (e.g.,
grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization) may make understanding
difficult.

The drawing is somewhat on topic, but is
developed with limited details and/or examples
that are (1) present in the drawing; (2) present
in the drawing and supported through minimal
written and/or transcribed oral explanation; or
(3) presented solely through minimal written
and/or transcribed oral explanation. The visual
text lacks a clear structure and arrangement of
figures. Errors in language and visual
conventions (e.g., composition, perspective,
shape, and clarity) may make understanding
difficult.

The writing shows some evidence of an attempt
to respond to the prompt, although there is little
or no development of the topic and little
direction. The vocabulary may be limited to one
or two words, not a complete sentence. The
text may show minimal sound/letter
correspondence and use of language
conventions. Errors may make understanding
nearly impossible.

The drawing shows some evidence of an
attempt to respond to the prompt, yet it
presents little or no development of the topic
and is supported with little to no written or
transcribed oral explanation. The visual text
lacks direction or organization. Errors in
language and/or visual conventions (e.g.,
composition, perspective, shape, and clarity)
may make understanding nearly impossible.

Not ratable if:

A - off topic
B - illegible

C - written in a language other than English
D - blank/refused to respond
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Expressing Ideas Comment Codes

Score 4
1 Shows strong focus on the prompt topic
2 Supports ideas with appropriate details and/or examples
3 Contains clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures
4 Demonstrates adequate control of word choice and language/visual conventions
Score 3
5 Needs additional details and/or examples relevant to prompt topic to obtain the highest
score point
6 Needs stronger organization and connections among ideas to obtain the highest score point
7 Needs greater variety in vocabulary and sentence structure to obtain the highest score
point
8 Needs tighter control of language/visual conventions to obtain the highest score point
Score 2
9 Lacks clear focus on the prompt topic
10 Shows limited development with insufficient details and/or examples
11 Lacks clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures
12 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that interfere with understanding
Score 1
13 Shows little focus and development of the prompt topic
14 Lacks organization and/or arrangement of figures
15 Demonstrates little or no control over vocabulary or sentence formation
16 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that make understanding nearly impossible
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Score Point: 1

This brief response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond by indicating the pizza is the problem
at school. The writing is a complete thought but provides little development of the topic.
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ANCHOR PAPER 2
Score Point: 1

This response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt by identifying the dress
code as the problem at school. The text shows minimal sound/letter correspondence and use of
language conventions (perrealr, bealw). Errors make understanding nearly impossible.
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ANCHOR PAPER 3
Score Point: 1

This brief response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt. A specific problem
at school is not identified, and there is little development of the topic.

MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 3



ELA: Expressing ldeas Grade 11 Released Items Spring 2018

LocKel wonYefel)
Jee Chiinatiah

4S K >aUl TeCther

= S
R

1
\::@:3
EN

\

\;»4
/N
ANCHOR PAPER 4

Score Point: 2

This response is about a locker that won't open and demonstrates limited development with simplistic
details (Locker wont open; use cumination). The drawing depicts a student in front of a locker but
does not present further development of the topic.
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ANCHOR PAPER 5
Score Point: 2

This response consists of a drawing that is somewhat on topic, but the topic is not easily inferred. The
drawing provides limited development with simplistic details depicting a student getting yelled at by an
authority figure and includes some labeling (stop it now). The visual text lacks a clear structure and
arrangement of figures, and errors in language and visual conventions make understanding difficult.
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ANCHOR PAPER 6
Score Point: 2

This response addresses more than one problem at school. There is limited development and
simplistic details provided about each problem (not liking food choices...you can bring your own
lunch). The writer does not connect the several problems with an introduction, conclusion, or
transitions, demonstrating a lack of a clear organizational structure.
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ANCHOR PAPER 7
Score Point: 2

This response about not liking the food choices provides limited development with simplistic details
(whole grain food, Wheat). More development is needed to obtain a higher score.
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ANCHOR PAPER 8
Score Point: 2

This response is about a crowded classroom. Although some details are provided (fourth hour class,
talk to my friends), the writing lacks a clear organizational structure, and the ideas wander.
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ANCHOR PAPER 9
Score Point: 3

This response identifies a locker that will not open as the problem at school and provides some
development with appropriate details about the problem and how the student would fix it (locker
can not open, switched to another combination). The response is mostly organized with an
introduction and includes transitions between ideas (then).
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ANCHOR PAPER 10
Score Point: 3

This response addresses multiple problems at school. There is some development of each problem
with appropriate details (hall sweeps, even If you're 30 seconds late). A mostly organized structure is
demonstrated with details grouped together by the problem, and a transition between ideas (also).
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ANCHOR PAPER 11
Score Point: 3

This response about school food provides some development with appropriate details describing the
problem (its really greasy, tasts like microwaved pizza). The text reflects a mostly organized structure
with an introduction (The problem I see at my school) and details that are connected to the issues
with the pizza. There is some attention to word choice (searve, freash).
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ANCHOR PAPER 12
Score Point: 3

This response identifies the early start time of school as the problem. Some development is provided
with appropriate details (School starts at 7:30, we should have block classes). The text reflects a mostly
organized structure with an introduction and a transition between ideas (so) to connect ideas. There is
some attention to word choice (Business, injured).

MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 12



ELA: Expressing ldeas Grade 11 Released Items Spring 2018

T Ldt llee some o the fasd ot the Clio tip Sy
|lee the Sweefard Sup chicken fhe chicken isgal ils The rice
thit taste terrihe. T duste less [ilee rice and
aoce. e our ee\ﬂﬂj o boud o citfood T
thinle fhe Wiy WE should  #s 1F 15 by chong g
Hhe yecie for the rice, Who brows (F we rhlrf?g
the yecige pesple wu oot (1 and male (f
o 1 better,

ANCHOR PAPER 13
Score Point: 4

This response about cafeteria food focuses on the topic. The text includes appropriate details about the
problem (It taste less like rice and more like...cat food) and how the student would fix it (changing the
recipe). There is a clear organizational structure with an introduction and a conclusion resulting in a

unified whole. The writing demonstrates mostly precise word choice (taste terrible, recipe) and syntax.
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ANCHOR PAPER 14
Score Point: 4

This lengthy response focuses on three problems at school and includes appropriate details about the
problems and how the student would fix them (not liking the food choices, get jimmy jons). A clear

organizational structure is present with an introduction that presents the three problems and includes
transitions between ideas (So if, Then finally), resulting in a unified whole.
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ANCHOR PAPER 15
Score Point: 4

This response consists of a drawing that focuses on the topic. The drawing depicts a student who does
not sit down when riding the bus as the problem at school and a solution to the problem. The drawing
includes pertinent details based on the student's prior knowledge and experience that are enhanced
through written explanation. The visual text presents a logical organization and arrangement of figures.
The writing demonstrates use of mostly precise syntax that includes dialogue (Do you Have a kid like
this on your Bus?).
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ANCHOR PAPER 16
Score Point: 4

This lengthy response about the dress code focuses on the topic and includes many appropriate details
(wear a pair of yoga pants, gives me Dirty looks). There is a clear organizational structure in place with
an introduction, conclusion, and transitions between ideas (but, when), resulting in a unified whole. The
writing demonstrates mostly precise word choice (“Distracts,” issue) and syntax.
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