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Community Eligibility Provision  

Community Eligibility Provision School Year 2021-2022 Eligibility 
Notification 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is required to notify National School 
Lunch Program sponsors of their potential eligibility to participate in the Community 
Eligibility Provision (CEP). The following spreadsheet is based on spring 2021 data and 
its purpose is to help you determine if your school/district is eligible to participate in 
CEP this coming school year.  

The spreadsheet includes:  

• Schools/districts currently participating in CEP. 

• Schools/districts eligible to participate in CEP (Identified Student Percentage 
>40%). 

• Schools/districts near eligible to participate in CEP (Identified Student 
Percentage 30.00-39.99%). 

Certified Spring 2021 site level data is at the School Nutrition Programs CEP Website 
and will be part of your 2022 CNP: School Nutrition Program Michigan Electronic 
Grants System Plus (MEGS+) Application.  

The Nationwide Waiver of Community Eligibility Deadlines extended the deadline for 
electing CEP for the upcoming school year. You must notify the MDE School Nutrition 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTUuNDE5NjgwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS8yMDIxX0Rpc3RyaWN0X0xldmVsX0NFUF9Ob3RpZmljYXRpb25fNzI2ODE4XzcucGRmIn0.QzpRZtLjP1ewjyCL0Ha5FEQIKHhsg62PyIw7pa2iOKY%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F107954877426-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C380f647bcb8a4cb707f208d93039b0ff%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637593846799624526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MMIa3umxboklXazNAxbFXFwqRX%2FKtxkweVXrP44RqF4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTUuNDE5NjgwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21kZS8yMDIxX0NFUF9Ob3RpZmljYXRpb25fZm9yX0VsaWdpYmxlX1NpdGVzX1JlZHVjZWRfU2l6ZV83MjY4MzVfNy5wZGYifQ.qcvJewGu9vES2tqM_tMqPO1AEIkJsJsOCKWXrmUNxiM%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F107954877426-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C380f647bcb8a4cb707f208d93039b0ff%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637593846799634494%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5e%2BSbcHgHCKYGiV1jtViVYJSaO4X3f40bwQJi8%2BZvow%3D&reserved=0


Programs (SNP) unit of your intention to participate in the CEP for School Year 2021-
2022 by August 31, 2021, or the first day of school, whichever is earlier. SNP requires 
the notification to occur by selecting “yes” to question number 12 and saving the 
Sponsor Information Page in the 2022 CNP: School Nutrition Program MEGS+ 
Application. This selection must be made by the deadline, as a late selection cannot be 
approved.    

The 2022 MEGS+ application will be available in July 2021.   

CEP Webinar Recording - Serving Meals at No Cost After the 21-22 School Year 
with CEP 

No Kid Hungry and MDE hosted and recorded a webinar for “Serving Meals at No Cost 
After the 21-22 School Year” to gain a better understanding of CEP and how school 
districts can determine potential financial implications and the equitable impact of 
maintaining meals at no cost after the 21-22 school year. The webinar is available now! 
Click here to view the recorded webinar, which includes a CEP Calculator 
demonstration at 22:25 in the recording. 

Based on the CEPI spring data, my district or participating sites are at 100% free 
claiming. How do I apply/reapply with these data? 

• CEPI spring data will load into the SNP 2022 MEGS+ application when it opens 
in July. 

• If you are new to CEP, the page will load with the data. 

• If you are reapplying, the data will load when the page is unlocked by MDE staff 
by request. 

• Reapplying will start a new 4-year cycle. 

• Nonpublic schools and early childhood buildings that are currently participating 
do not have CEPI spring data. Enrollment lists will need to be uploaded by 
following the process below. 

Based on the CEPI spring data, my district or participating sites are not at 100% 
free claiming. How do I determine my end of year eligibility? 

• Eligibility will be determined by MDE. To do this, you need to upload an Excel 
file with the full student enrollment from SY 20-21 into GEMS/MARS 
that contains the following information: School building code, school name, UIC, 
last name, first name, DOB, address, student number, F/R determination basis, 
application/household number, and McKinney Vento determinations. 

• Student data should not be emailed, it needs to be uploaded using the secure 
GEMS/MARS link. If you have an account, is recommended to log in when 
possible and not submit data as a guest. 

How do non-public schools apply for CEP? 

• Non-public schools do not report in the spring general collection, so they will 
need to upload an enrollment list. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTUuNDE5NjgwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N0cmVuZ3RoLnpvb20udXMvcmVjL3NoYXJlL083WE9BajNvN01yd0g1cEJtVXFjZXN0WFRDZV9Ob1RwdDBmQndDSDVvdVVDNjNaVGVKZ0dURlNQMnhMYU1CaGIuQ3hzRzdLUnNvNGNyR0lrUz9zdGFydFRpbWU9MTYyMzY4Mjg3NTAwMCJ9.gB0R0Itb_YIfnsQoUP7f3HuK4xOakiF7tThqNWUaQgw%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F107954877426-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C380f647bcb8a4cb707f208d93039b0ff%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637593846799644446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7BDsTK3%2F%2BZm7NxPohGdjfQiJSUg4npqj2iLZ0zceezs%3D&reserved=0
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• Eligibility will be determined by MDE. To do this, you need to upload an Excel 
file with the full student enrollment from SY 20-21 into GEMS/MARS 
that contains the following information: School building code, school name, UIC, 
last name, first name, DOB, address, student number, F/R determination basis, 
application/household number, and McKinney Vento determinations. 

• Student data should not be emailed, it needs to be uploaded using the secure 
GEMS/MARS link. If you have an account, is recommended to log in when 
possible and not submit data as a guest. 

CEP Household Information Report for SY 21-22 

The CEP Household Information Reports (HIR) for SY 21-22 have been updated and 
posted to the CEP Forms & Instructions webpage. There are two versions available to 
use. One version of the form uses annual income ranges and the other uses household 
size and monthly income. For sponsors participating in the National School Lunch 
Program Seamless Summer Option (NSLP-SSO), we have developed a template letter 
that can be accompany the HIR. 

CEP Resources 

MDE CEP Resources 

MDE CEP Forms & Instructions 

No Kid Hungry’s CEP Calculator 

Meals Count online CEP grouping calculator 

Promoting Educational Equity with CEP 

Template Letter to School Administrators 

Talking Points for District Leadership 

CEP Financial Considerations for School Business Officials 

CEP Benefits Students, Families, & Schools 

Questions regarding CEP may be directed to MickelsonN@michigan.gov. 

Questions regarding MEGS+ may be directed to mde-schoolnutrition@michigan.gov 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Us 

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov 

Nutrition Gateway: The Michigan Department of Education Nutrition Gateway provides 
Child Nutrition Program (CNP) agencies a singular system to access annual CNP 
applications (MEGSplus), monthly claims (MIND) and periodic administrative reviews 
(GEMS/MARS) through an integrated dashboard and portal. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..zPcT0jdndQ6-dWLrNLQ44PkKpWgmd0hOUpPmuNPF5iE%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F107954877426-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C380f647bcb8a4cb707f208d93039b0ff%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637593846799664356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=o0Hm1%2BxDKEk9HRhenqQlTeM8chIOSIHVWPAvQaEB878%3D&reserved=0
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If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the Child Nutrition Programs 
News and Updates and Bulletins, visit Child Nutrition Programs News and Updates 
Subscription.  
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, 
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA.   

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, 
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all 
of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  

1. mail:   U.S. Department of Agriculture   
           Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights   
           1400 Independence Avenue, SW   
           Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

2. fax:     (202) 690-7442; or  

3. email:  program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

USDA Civil Rights Complaint Links: 
https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.p
df  
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint 
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