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EXPRESSING IDEAS 
 

 

 

 
 

DIRECTIONS: It is important to do your best on this test so your 

teacher and school can know how much you have learned this 

school year. 

 

Read the prompt. You may use the test booklet as a scratch paper, 

but be sure to record your response directly on the answer 

document. Then, use the checklist to review and proofread your 

response. 
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   Prompt: Tell about a time when you had to cooperate with people in your  

   family or with your classmates to get a job done. Describe how you all        

   worked together. Tell what happened in the correct order. Be sure to  

   include details and examples in your response. 

CHECKLIST 

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist as you review and proofread your  

response to the prompt. 

 
____  Did I answer each part of the prompt? 

 
 

____  Did I support my ideas with details? 

 
 

____  Did I organize my ideas and details clearly? 
 
 

____  Did I review my response one more time to make sure it is  

just the way I want it? 
 
 

____  Did I put my response on the student answer document? 
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Expressing Ideas Comment Codes 
 

Score 4 

 1 Shows strong focus on the prompt topic 

 2 Supports ideas with appropriate details and/or examples 

 3 Contains clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures 

 4 Demonstrates adequate control of word choice and language/visual conventions 

 

 

Score 3 

 5 Needs additional details and/or examples relevant to prompt topic to obtain the highest 

score point 

 6 Needs stronger organization and connections among ideas to obtain the highest score point 

 7 Needs greater variety in vocabulary and sentence structure to obtain the highest score 

point 

 8 Needs tighter control of language/visual conventions to obtain the highest score point 

 

 

Score 2 

 9 Lacks clear focus on the prompt topic 

 10 Shows limited development with insufficient details and/or examples 

 11 Lacks clear organization of ideas and/or arrangement of figures 

 12 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that interfere with understanding 

 

 

Score 1 

 13 Shows little focus and development of the prompt topic 

 14 Lacks organization and/or arrangement of figures 

 15 Demonstrates little or no control over vocabulary or sentence formation 

 16 Contains errors in language/visual conventions that make understanding nearly impossible 

 

 

 

 

 



ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 11 Released Items Spring 2021 

 MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ANCHOR PAPER 1 

Score Point:  1 
 

This brief response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt by listing two 

undeveloped ideas about cooperation. The vocabulary is limited to a few words and is not a complete 

sentence. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 11 Released Items Spring 2021 

 MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 2 

 

 
 

 

ANCHOR PAPER 2 

Score Point:  1 
 

This response consists of a drawing only. The drawing shows an attempt to respond to the prompt by 

depicting two boys in a classroom with captions (Billy, Jeffery), but it presents little development of the 

topic, and there is little written explanation.
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ANCHOR PAPER 3 

Score Point:  1 

 

This brief response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the prompt by providing one idea 

about cooperation (move furniture in the house), but there is no development of the topic.
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ANCHOR PAPER 4 

Score Point:  1 
 

This brief response shows some evidence of an attempt to respond to the topic (I wgrk wita My frienps). 

Errors in language conventions make understanding nearly impossible (we work hi sitarati roons). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 5 

Score Point:  2 
 

This brief response is somewhat on topic. The writing provides limited development with simplistic 

details about working in a cafeteria (break down boxes and do the water).  
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ANCHOR PAPER 6 

Score Point:  2 
 

This before and after drawing of two girls cleaning a mess in response to their mother's disappointment 

is developed with limited details that are present in the drawing and through minimal written 

explanation. The visual text lacks a clear structure and arrangement of figures. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 7 

Score Point:  2 
 

This response provides limited development with simplistic details about different times a family has 

cooperated (cooked everything like pancakes, They move the chairs). Without an introduction, 

transitions between ideas, or a conclusion, the writing lacks a clear organizational structure. The 

drawing does not enhance the score. 



ELA: Expressing Ideas Grade 11 Released Items Spring 2021 

 MDE/MI-Access RELEASED ITEMS 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     ANCHOR PAPER 8 

Score Point:  2 
 

This response about a school project provides limited development with vague and simplistic details 

about working on the project (we had to work together on one thing, everyone worked hard on 

everything). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 9 

Score Point:  3 
 

This response about sibling chores provides some development with appropriate details (I vacum my 

room, all of us help put groceries away). A mostly organized structure is present, with an introduction 

followed by a logical sequence of ideas connecting back to the main topic. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 10 

Score Point:  3 
 

This response about friends building a shed together provides some development of the topic with 

appropriate details (I had to hammer the nails in, The other guy was holding the wood in place). The text 

reflects a mostly organized structure with an introduction, a logical sequence of shed building steps, and 

a conclusion. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 11 

Score Point:  3 
 

This response about working together on an astronomy project provides some development with 

appropriate details (we had to write the information about all of the planets, we had to present our 

Project). The writing includes an introduction and transitions between ideas (First, Second), 

demonstrating a mostly organized structure. There is some attention to word choice (explain, images) 

and syntax. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 12 

Score Point:  3 
 

This lengthy response provides some development with appropriate details about preparing for a 

wedding. A mostly organized structure is demonstrated with an introduction, transitions (Then, Befor 

The vows), and a conclusion, although a slight shift in focus is present from the wedding preparation to 

the singing of a special wedding song. Errors in language conventions slightly interfere with 

understanding (wrking, seted up). 
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ANCHOR PAPER 13 

Score Point:  4 
 

This response focuses on the topic of cooperation by including appropriate details about the delegated 

responsibilities of planning a surprise birthday party (my sisters job was to get her gifts, My brother job 

was to make the food). A clear organizational structure is present with an introduction, transitions 

between ideas (when, For all of us to cooperate), and a conclusion, resulting in a unified whole. The 

writing includes mostly precise word choice (asigned, perfect place) and syntax.
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ANCHOR PAPER 14 

Score Point:  4 
 

This response focuses on the topic. The writing provides appropriate details about preparing for a class 

bake sale (baked goods, prepwork, Three people). A clear organizational structure is present with an 

introduction, a variety of sophisticated transitions between ideas (Typically, Ultmatly), and a conclusion, 

resulting in a unified whole. The writing includes precise words (ingredents, efficant) and syntax. 
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ANCHOR PAPER 15 

Score Point:  4 
 

This response focuses on the topic by providing appropriate details about a boat building project (Juinor 

year, boat races). The writing presents a clear organizational structure through an introduction, 

transitions between ideas (During our PLanning, In the end), and a conclusion, resulting in a unified 

whole. The writing demonstrates use of mostly precise word choice (activity, arguements) and syntax 

(By the time of the boat race, we finaLLy finished).
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ANCHOR PAPER 16 

Score Point:  4 
 

This response about preparing for a big family party focuses on the topic. The text provides many 

appropriate details (six brothers, streamers, chocolate cake). There is a clear organizational structure in 

place with an introduction, a strong conclusion, and ideas that progress logically throughout the lengthy 

response, resulting in a unified whole. The writing demonstrates the use of mostly precise word choice 

(invite, decorate, scoop) and syntax (We have good Family parties because we all cooperate and get 

along). 
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