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Determining Student Free and Reduced-Price Meal
Eligibility for School Year 2021-2022 and Michigan
Student Data System Collections.

For School Year 2021-2022 (SY 21-22) schools will be able to participate in the
National School Lunch Program Seamless Summer Option (NSLP-SSO). NSLP-SSO
allows all students in the school to eat at no cost. While this is an important step to
provide flexibility to feed students, districts must continue to identify free and reduced-
price eligible students at the local level.

On August 19, 2021, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), released the
Critical Funding Ramifications of Collecting Family Income Data memorandum to
remind school administrators of the importance of collecting family income data.

Whether you are participating in traditional NSLP or NSLP-SSO, it is important that all
public schools continue to run the direct certification report and to collect and process
free and reduced-price applications and household information reports. These data are
reported in the fall general collection and are used by multiple State of Michigan offices
for categorical funding allocations and in a multitude of state and federal reports.
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The Michigan Department of Education School Nutrition Programs unit has developed
the Determining Student Free and Reduced-Price Meal Eligibility for SY 21-22:
Frequently Asked Questions handout to support local districts decide how to gather
family income data.

Please also refer to the Supplemental Nutrition Eligibility Component Overview
handout for more detailed information on Supplemental Nutrition Eligibility (SNE).

MDE Income-Based Form Prototypes

Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application Materials

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Forms and Instructions

For translated versions of the NSLP-SSO Letter to Households or CEP Household
Information Reports and Letters to Households in Arabic, Bengali, or Spanish, please
email MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov.

Verification

School districts that are participating in the traditional NSLP or NSLP-SSO for SY 21-22
and have approved school meal applications on file are required to conduct verification.
Verification begins October 1 and concludes on November 15.

Nonpublic Schools

Nonpublic schools participating in either traditional NSLP or NSLP-SSO should
continue to run the direct certification report and to collect and process free and
reduced-price applications and household information reports. Information on direct
certification for nonpublic schools is posted on the CEPI Nonpublic School webpage.

Non-public schools participating in the NSLP cannot access the Direct Certification
Report until student enrollment data are uploaded to the Michigan Student Data
Systems (MSDS). The CEPI website has the most current Direct Certification
information for public and non-public schools.

Nonpublic schools that are participating in the NSLP or NSLP-SSO and have approved
school meal applications on file are required to conduct verification, which begins on
October 1 and concludes on November 15.

Direct Certification

The table below includes all of the direct certification refresh dates for SY 21-22. In
addition to the direct certification refresh dates, all of the Center for Educational
Performance and Information (CEPI) report collection windows and deadlines are
posted to the CEPI calendar.

Refresh

Date Description

8/10/2021 |DC refresh includes Early Roster records submitted by 8/9/2021
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8/26/2021

DC refresh includes Early Roster records submitted by 8/23/2021

9/9/2021 DC refresh includes Early Roster records submitted by 9/6/2021
9/23/2021  |DC refresh includes Early Roster records submitted by 9/20/2021
10/7/2021 ICIZ));Z1roe/f4r:/925(§12i£1cIudes SRM, and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
10/21/2021 Eflr()(e/flr§72rloi2§|Udes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
11/15/2021 Eflrf/f{g7§0igf|Udes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
12/6/2021 Eflrgler/eZSSZTdUdes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
12/16/2021 Eflrze/flrgfzhoigfludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
1/13/2022 bDflr/ifcr)tlazsgzigcludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
1/27/2022 bDflr/ezf:/azsgzigcludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
5/10/2022 I[I?;er/t?‘/rzegzhzincludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
2/128/2022 Efzr;zfé;azsgzigcludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
3/21/2022 Ey(:sr/ifé;azsgzigcludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
4/11/2022 bDf4r/%f/r2eos;2includes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
4/21/2022 bDf4r/e1fé/ezs(;12igcludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
5/12/2022 IE[))}?Sr/%flrzeosgzincludes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted
5/26/2022 DC refresh includes SRM and Nonpublic Early Roster records submitted

by 5/23/2022

Most districts and nonpublic schools are required to run the Direct Certification a
minimum of three times during the school year as follows:




e At or around the beginning of the school year
« Three months after the initial effort
¢ Six months after the initial effort

Exceptions: CEP Schools, Special Milk program, and Residential Child Care
Institutions.

Direct Certification template letters are posted to the SNP Direct Certification page.

MSDS Collections

The table below shows the opening and closing dates for SY 21-22 collections where
student enrollment and eligibility is reported. For more information on these collections,

visit the MSDS Data Collections website.

Date

Description

6/7/2021

Early Roster Collection Opens

9/27/2021

Fall General Collection Opens

9/27/2021

Early Childhood Fall Collection Opens

9/27/2021

SRM Collection Opens

10/6/2021

Fall Count Day

11/10/2021

Fall General Collection Submission Certification Deadline

11/17/2021

Fall General Collection Recertification Deadline

11/17/2021

Early Childhood Fall Collection Certification Deadline

12/15/2021

Early Childhood Spring Collection Opens

2/2/2022

Spring General Collection Opens

2/9/2022

Early Childhood Spring Certification Deadline

2/9/2022

Spring Count Day

3/16/2022

Spring General Collection Submission Certification Deadline

3/23/2022

Spring General Collection Recertification Deadline

4/6/2022

Early Childhood EOP Collection Opens

5/2/2022

EOY General Collection Opens
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5/25/2022 |Early Roster Collection Closes

6/30/2022 |[EQOY General Collection Certification Deadline

6/30/2022 [SRM Collection Closes

8/24/2022 |Early Childhood EOP Certification Deadline

Questions regarding student eligibility may be directed to Natalee Mickelson
at MickelsonN@michigan.gov.

Contact Us

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@ Michigan.gov

Nutrition Gateway: The Michigan Department of Education Nutrition Gateway provides
Child Nutrition Program (CNP) agencies a singular system to access annual CNP
applications (MEGSplus), monthly claims (MIND) and periodic administrative reviews
(GEMS/MARS) through an integrated dashboard and portal.

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the Child Nutrition Programs
News and Updates and Bulletins, visit Child Nutrition Programs News and Updates

Subscription.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees,
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by
USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be
made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint,
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all
of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:



mailto:MickelsonN@michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MjQuNDQ5Nzg2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21kb2Uuc3RhdGUubWkudXMvZ2F0ZXdheS9BdXRoZW50aWNhdGlvbi9Mb2dpbiJ9.0VEm2pOwYXjwEoW8XTlcTZY2-PHTyKJT9WyQcYvwbiM%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F111336772503-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C538f98f0dbb3494b2d2d08d967206ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637654211395004928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FmQF9MOK02zieetipv8NkavaOLh4mhqoHn2JgfVeWxM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjguMjA3MzcyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvTUlNREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9TUlNREVfMjI5In0.ZDd4L2C80FKAT-LdgnKYD3ov1rVv1_vEgUQl8bdBIJs%2Fbr%2F77904105832-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C538f98f0dbb3494b2d2d08d967206ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637654211395004928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WxN9F0TIWly0w3%2Br0GWOJjC6HMSnrsNaD89pUmEsWTk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjguMjA3MzcyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvTUlNREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9TUlNREVfMjI5In0.ZDd4L2C80FKAT-LdgnKYD3ov1rVv1_vEgUQl8bdBIJs%2Fbr%2F77904105832-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C538f98f0dbb3494b2d2d08d967206ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637654211395004928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WxN9F0TIWly0w3%2Br0GWOJjC6HMSnrsNaD89pUmEsWTk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..oJnEEsG0UJ9BxmIp-Q2Z_5-EbHALCgKAS-1QCz4OKDw%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F111336772503-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C538f98f0dbb3494b2d2d08d967206ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637654211395014891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uLKIJ0pog5Gn%2FFLxAoTNNX7s9D%2B75vtRQ9FrMR08p%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..oJnEEsG0UJ9BxmIp-Q2Z_5-EbHALCgKAS-1QCz4OKDw%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F111336772503-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C538f98f0dbb3494b2d2d08d967206ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637654211395014891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uLKIJ0pog5Gn%2FFLxAoTNNX7s9D%2B75vtRQ9FrMR08p%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..bAr-ENG5ecx4hy_AlOD0VJ5ZSeUrGfr4jxk8eExQ0UI%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F111336772503-l&data=04%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7C538f98f0dbb3494b2d2d08d967206ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637654211395014891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8R0UJn4WxDyB8bQp%2ByBEs3THW1ci8bcTM25gA4Qvhj0%3D&reserved=0

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2. fax: (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.qgov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

USDA Civil Rights Complaint Links:
https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain combined 6 8 12.p
df

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
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