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Background

In January 2025, Governor Whitmer signed Public Act 206 of 2024 (Michigan
Compiled Law 380.1166c) into law, requiring all public high schools in
Michigan to offer at least one Computer Science (CS) course beginning in the
2027-28 academic year. This law is critical to ensure that all students are
equipped with essential skills for a modern, technology-driven economy.

The State Board of Education’s adoption of the Michigan K-12 Computer
Science Standards in 2019 laid the foundation to ensure that all students,
regardless of background or geography, have access to high-quality CS
education. These standards define CS as the study of computers and
algorithmic processes, including their principles, hardware and software
design, implementation, and societal impact. They emphasize the ability to
create technology, not just consume it.

This Computer Science Course Requirement Guidance document provides
guidance to Michigan school districts on implementing the CS course
requirement outlined in Public Act 206 of 2024 (Michigan Compiled Law
380.1166c¢).

Public Act 206 of 2024 (Michigan Compiled Law
380.1166c¢) Requirement

A computer science* course must meet the following criteria:

¢ meet or exceed standards adopted by the State Board of Education
e be listed as an option within the school’s catalog of courses

Public high schools must also make a good faith effort to offer the course in
an in-person setting (includes schools that offer at least one of grades 9 to
12).

*Computer science means the study of computers and algorithmic processes,
including, but not limited to, their principles, hardware and software designs,
implementation, and impact on society, and is a study that focuses on
teaching students how to create new technologies and not solely the use of
technology.
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Computer Science Standards Alignment

All high school CS courses must meet or exceed the Michigan K-12 Computer
Science Standards, adopted by the State Board of Education in 2019. Local
school districts have the flexibility to determine course titles, instructional
structures, and delivery formats as long as the courses align with the CS
standards.

Districts may choose from a variety of implementation models. For example,
they may adopt existing standalone courses such as Advanced Placement
(AP) Computer Science or AP Computer Science Principles, or they may
embed the CS standards into another subject area—such as English language
arts, mathematics, or in a career and technical education (CTE) program
housed within the building—where the CS content meaningfully supports and
enhances learning in both disciplines.

Who Can Teach Computer Science?

There is no longer a Computer Science (NR) endorsement required to teach
CS in Michigan (for more information about endorsements, see MCL
380.1531). Local school districts may assign any teacher to a Computer
Science course who provides evidence of content knowledge and skills, along
with holding an endorsement for the grade level at which the course is
offered, as stated in the Quick Reference Guide: Courses That Can Be
Taught. Districts should ensure proper coding in the Registry of Educational
Personnel (REP) system based on the SCED code assigned to the course. For
more detailed information, please use the Course Placement and Reporting
Guide.
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. Are students required to take a computer science (CS) course?
No, districts must offer a CS course, but there is no requirement for
student participation or credit.

2. Can a career and technical education (CTE) course fulfill the
district requirement to offer a CS course?
A CS course can be offered as part of a CTE program, provided it meets
the following criteria:
e It s offered in the district at the high school building.
e [tis listed in the school’s course catalog as available to all high
school students.
e [t meets or exceeds the Michigan K-12 Computer Science
Standards, as adopted by the State Board of Education.

If the only option for the district to offer CS is located at an off-campus
CTE program, this does not fulfill Public Act 206 of 2024 (Michigan
Compiled Law 380.1166c¢).

3. Can a CS course be offered in middle school?
CS can be offered at any grade level, but to meet Public Act 206 of 2024
(Michigan Compiled Law 380.1166c), a course must be offered in every
building that contains at least one of grades 9-12.

4. Can we offer a course that covers multiple content areas? Can it
count towards credit in more than one content area?
Yes, courses can be used to grant more than one credit. Michigan Merit
Curriculum (MMC) credit is based on student proficiency with the content
standards. How and where students learn the content has no bearing on
credit. When students satisfactorily demonstrate proficiency on district-
determined measures, they must be awarded credit. For instance, a
student who takes a class that addresses both science and mathematics
concepts should be able to earn partial or full credit in both subjects once
they demonstrate knowledge of the content (Earning Credit - found in the
Michigan Merit Curriculum FAQ and Guidance).

5. Can the course meet the 4" math credit and/or the final year
mathematics experience requirement?
Yes, non-mathematics courses or experiences where students apply
mathematics can count as the 4" math credit and/or the final year
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mathematics experience. This experience does not have to be a certain
length of time to count as either the 4" math credit or the final year
experience (Mathematics - found in the Michigan Merit Curriculum FAQ
and Guidance).

Do any math standards need to be embedded in addition to the CS
standards for it to fulfill that 4*" math credit and/or final year
mathematics experience requirement?

No, the course does not need to be aligned with the mathematics
standards because those are covered in the other three MMC math
credits.

. If a CS course is being used to satisfy the 4" mathematics credit
under the Michigan Merit Curriculum, must the course be taught
by a certified mathematics teacher?

No, a CS course can count as the 4" mathematics credit under the
Michigan Merit Curriculum, and while it must be taught by a properly
certified Michigan teacher, the endorsement does not need to be in
mathematics. Credit is awarded based on the student’s demonstration of
proficiency in the required content, not the specific subject area of the
teacher’s certification or endorsement (Earning Credit - found in the
Michigan Merit Curriculum FAQ and Guidance).

. What type of credit does the district assign for a CS course?

CS is most likely is an elective, and there are no state-level criteria for
electives (Michigan Merit Curriculum). However, the district could also
grant the 4" mathematics credit or any other Michigan Merit Curriculum
credit where adequate standards are embedded. Districts must decide
criteria for granting any credit, elective or required.

. Can CS Discoveries count as a high school course?
Yes, if high school computer standards are addressed.

. Can a school provide a CS course at a neighboring district if they
offer it virtually or in a blended setting?

The public high school must make a good-faith effort to offer the course in
an in-person setting. If an in-person setting is not feasible for purposes of
meeting the requirement, the public high school may offer the course
through a virtual or distance-based option.
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10. What qualifications do teachers need to teach a CS course?
School districts can assign a teacher who holds a certificate for the grade
level at which these courses are offered to teach these courses. It is also
recommended that there be evidence of teacher professional development
in CS. In addition, districts should ensure proper coding in the Registry of
Educational Personnel (REP) system based on the SCED code assigned to
the course. For more detailed information, please use the Course
Placement and Reporting Guide.

An example of SCED 10011 lists NH (Non-Highly Qualified) and NR (which
is no longer available). The district may assign a teacher who provides
evidence of professional development and holds a certificate for the grade
level at which it is offered.

11. What SCED codes should be used for a CS course?
Districts need to consider the SCED code, SCED description, and the REP
assignment description when determining a SCED code. Many CS-related
courses fall within the Subject Code 10, but not all those listed address
the CS standards. In addition, some courses fall outside of the Subject
Code 10 and do meet the course requirement. For more detailed
information, please use the Course Placement and Reporting Guide.

An example of SCED 10004 - Computer Applications, which, by
description, does not address computer science standards,; suggested
SCED 10011 - Computer Science Principles, which, by description, does
address computer science standards.
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Appendix A - Law

MCL 380.1166¢c¢

Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, each public high school shall offer
at least 1 computer science course to pupils enrolled in the public high
school, as determined by the district, intermediate school district, or public
school academy. (2) The computer science course described in subsection (1)
must meet the following criteria: (a) It must meet or exceed standards
established by the state board of education. (b) Except as otherwise provided
in this subdivision, the public high school must make a good-faith effort to
offer the course in an in-person setting. If an in-person setting is not feasible
for purposes of meeting the requirement under this subdivision, the public
high school may offer the course through a virtual or distance-based option.
The requirement to make a good-faith effort to offer the course in an in-
person setting does not apply to a public high school that operates entirely
virtually. 2 (c) It must be listed as an option on the school’s catalog of
courses, as confirmed by the district, intermediate school district, or public
school academy. (3) As used in this section: (a) "Computer science” means
the study of computers and algorithmic processes, including, but not limited
to, their principles, hardware and software designs, implementation, and
impact on society, and is a study that focuses on teaching students how to
create new technologies and not solely the use of technology. (b) “"Public
high school” means a public school that offers at least 1 of grades 9 to 12.
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