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Accessibility Check 

• American Sign Language Interpreters 

• Captioning 

• Zoom Video Layout 

• Technical Assistance—Elizabeth Flores or Sara Sibble 
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LEAD-K Michigan Recommended Assessments 

• American Sign Language    

Expressive Skills Test (ASL-EST) 

• American Sign Language    

Receptive Skills Test (ASL-RST) 

• Arizona Articulation and Phonology Scale 

• 

• Communication Matrix 

Clinical Evaluation  of Language Fundamentals  -

Preschool (CELF-P3) 
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Recommended Assessments, cont. 

• Cottage Acquisition Scales for Listening, Language & 

Speech (CASLLS) 

• Developmental Assessment of Young Children (DAYC-2) 

• MacArthur Bates Communicative Developmental 

Inventories (MB-CDI & ASL-CDI) 

• Receptive-Expressive Emergent Language Test (REEL-4) 

• Rossetti Infant-Toddler Language Scale 

• Visual Communication and Sign Language Checklist 

(VCSL) 
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Use of Assessments  

Teams shall use any of the recommended assessments 

or any other assessment used to assess the development 

of children with disabilities as required by federal law 

with children who are DHH age 5 or younger regardless 

of how they are receiving services. 

All children should be assessed using the 

assessment(s) that is/are the best fit and at 

intervals that effectively support tracking and 

monitoring their individual development. 
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Use of Assessments  

Educational teams should consider the individual needs 

and development for each child to make determinations 

related to 

• Which assessment(s) to use with a child 

• When to use them 

• How often to use them 

These decisions rest with each educational team. 
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Assessment Data Informing the Annual Report 

Assessment data from 7 of the 11 recommended 

assessments will inform the annual report.  

• ASL-RST CELF-P3   • 

• Communication Matrix 

• DAYC-2 MB-CDI 

• REEL-4 VCSL 

    • 

   • 

However, all assessment data will be collected. 
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LEADing to Kindergarten  is  a  Partnership 

For the first time ever, Michigan will be collecting data on 

DHH children to inform our practice, identify needs, 

guide decisions related to allocation of resources, etc. 

This  is  super  exciting!  

However, assessment data submission is not mandatory. 

We thank you and value your 

contribution of student assessment 

data! 
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Benefits of Assessing Language Outcomes 

• Identifies communication strengths and challenges 

• Catches delays in a timely fashion 

• Objectively monitors progress over time 

• Guides intervention planning 

• Provides a data-driven approach to educational and 

communication plan decisions 
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Benefits of Collecting Language Outcomes Statewide 

• Supports program evaluation and accountability 

• Identifies population-level trends and gaps 

• Informs topics for personnel preparation 

• Demonstrates effectiveness and needs to funders & 

policymakers 

• Provides an opportunity to examine outcomes across 

different subgroups of children (e.g., children who 

start intervention early vs. those who start later) 
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Benefits of Collecting Language Outcomes Statewide 

• Allows Michigan to meet federal and state mandates 

o Federal HRSA grant that supports the Michigan 

Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) 

program now requires EHDI programs to collect 

language outcomes on children who are DHH birth 

to 3 

o State of Michigan LEAD-K bill (Public Act 256) 

stipulates that the Michigan DOE report data on the 

language development of children who are DHH age 

5 and younger 
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Eligible Children/Families 

All children who are deaf or hard of hearing from 

1 month to 5 years, 11 months of age 

• Unilateral or bilateral hearing difference 

• Conductive, sensorineural, or mixed 

• Any levels (from slight to profound) 

• Multiple disabilities or DHH only 
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Frequency of Assessments (How Often) 

This decision rests with each educational team. 

• Other states that are collecting language outcome 

data statewide typically submit assessments every 6 

months 

• Sometimes switching to annually when children are 3 

to 5 years of age 

• Again, it is what 

best meets the 

needs of the child 
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Timing of Assessments (When) 

This decision  rests with  each  educational  team. 

• Models from other states that are collecting language 
outcomes data statewide include 

o Shortly before an IFSP/IEP review 

o Shortly before transition from Part C to Part B 

o At specific age levels 

o All children assessed during specific months of the 
year (e.g., October and April) 

• Again, it is what best meets the needs of the child 
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Michigan Professionals’ Role in Submitting Data 

1. Inform families of MI language outcomes data 
collection 

2. Have family sign the Release of Information form 

3. Fill out the Data Submission form 

4. Complete one or more language assessments 

5. Upload all completed forms to a shared drive 

6. Organize forms within a folder 

7. Share the folder with elo@colorado.edu 

8. Email elo@colorado.edu with a link to the folder 
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Discussing Information Sharing with Families 

• MDE RDHH will send you a  letter  to share with families  

further  explaining the importance of objective  

language  assessments and the value of sharing their  

child’s  language results with the various  Michigan  
agencies 

• Share the points listed in the “Benefits of Assessing 

Language Outcomes” slide presented earlier today 

• Share resource from CU-Boulder and Hands & Voices 

o 5 Reasons to Say Yes to Assessment 
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Discussing Information Sharing with Families 

Additional info to share with families regarding sharing  
their child’s language results with Michigan  agencies 

• Results are only shared with authorized programs 
whose job is to support children who are DHH 

• Helps us understand what’s working and what needs 
improvement 

• When Michigan agencies understand where children 
are succeeding and where they might need more 
support, they can create stronger, more effective 
intervention and education programs 
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Release of Information Form 
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Let’s take a look at the 

Release of Information 

Form 

This fillable pdf can be 

completed digitally or 

printed and completed by 

hand. 



 

 

 

 

Assessment Data Submission Form 
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Let’s take a look at the 

Assessment Data  

Submission Form 

This fillable pdf can be 

completed digitally or 

printed and completed by 

hand. 



Assessment Data Submission Form 

Complete what you  
can based on your  

records and 
knowledge of the 

child/family 

Interview the family  
regarding any items  

you are not sure 
about 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

Complete/update this form each time  

you submit an assessment.     

Remember to update the date. 

Info here is useful for cross-referencing data (EHDI). 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

Be aware of when to “check all that apply” 
and when to “select only one.” 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

Information on communication approach and modalities 

allows for deeper analysis. 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

Information on hearing status also allows for deeper analysis. 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

*** 

Check  
whatever  
hearing  
technology the  
child has--
even if they  
are not using  
it at this time. 

* N/A = child never received (or has not yet received) 

hearing technology 

** None-minimal = has technology, but doesn’t use it 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

* No = No additional conditions or disabilities OR has 

additional conditions or disabilities BUT they do NOT impact  

language development (e.g., balance issues) 

* Yes = One or more additional conditions or disabilities that  

are thought to impact their language development (e.g.,  

cognitive delay) 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

Kindergarten = Kindergarten,  

Transitional Kindergarten,  

Young 5’s, etc. 

Services may 

be provided by 

the educational 

team or sought 

out by the 

family on their 

own. 
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Assessment Data Submission Form 

Let us know how to reach you! 

*Request results be rushed (provide due date). 

*Explain any items left blank. 

*Supply any additional info that provides 

context to language scores. 
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Language Assessment Selection 

This decision rests with each educational team. 

For statewide data collection purposes – and to be able 

to determine if the child’s language is in the average 

range for their age – it is important to select an 

assessment that is designed for children who are the 

same age as your child. 

• For example, if the child is 4 years old, do not select 

an assessment that is designed for children up to 3 

years of age 
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Language Assessment Selection 

For children with language delays, consider assessments 

that include items appropriate for their language level 

AND their age level. For example, 

• The DAYC-2, for ages 1 month to 5 years, 11 months, 

might be a good option for a 4-year-old whose language 

is similar to a typically developing 2-year-old 

• Or, you might give two levels of the MB-CDI to fit both 

the child’s chronological age and language level (e.g., 
Level 3—appropriate for chronological age AND Words 

and Gestures—better match for language level) 
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Submission Logistics—Create A Shared Folder 

Create a folder for LEAD-K Assessment Data sharing (in 

accordance with your IT security protocols). 
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Submission Logistics—Create A Shared Folder 

Create separate folders for each DHH child within your 

LEAD-K Assessment Data sharing folder. 
(Name folders in accordance with your IT security protocols.) 
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Submission Logistics—Create A Shared Folder 

Within each child’s folder, create folders to organize data  
submissions. 
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Submission Logistics—Create A Shared Folder 

Within the new assessment data folder, upload 

• Release of information • Submission form 

• Assessment protocols 
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Submission Logistics—Create A Shared Folder 

Within the new assessment data folder, upload 

• Release of information—this can be completed digitally 

or printed, completed by hand and scanned. 

• Submission form—this can be completed digitally or 

printed, completed by hand and scanned. 

• Assessment protocol(s)—these can be completed by 

hand and scanned in. However, if using the DAYC-2 or 

MacArthur Bates CDI, PLEASE use the fillable forms 

provided by ELO and complete in Adobe. 
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Submission Logistics—Share the Folder 

Share the folder with elo@colorado.edu. Pay attention to 

permissions—restricted (only those with access can open). 
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Submission Logistics—Alert ELO to Data 

Email elo@colorado.edu with a link to your shared folder. 

In your email, include a note that you have completed an 

assessment/battery of assessments. 

Be aware of and follow your district 

policies related to security of protected 

student information. 

MDE RDHH 37 

mailto:elo@colorado.edu


      

 

 

 

 

Language Assessment Selection 

If you send one or more of the 7 assessments that will 

be part of the year 1 summary report, the team at 

CU-Boulder will 

• Score the assessment for you 

• Send you a child summary report within 2 weeks 

If you send any other recommended assessments, the 

team at CU-Boulder will 

• Document your submission to track tools used in MI 

• Work toward building database infrastructure 
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Language Assessment Selection 

If you send the DAYC-2 or MacArthur Bates-CDI, 

CU-Boulder will 

• Send you an additional child summary sheet 

For these two assessments, please consider using the 

fillable forms and completing them in Adobe. This allows 

CU-Boulder to utilize automated scoring. 
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Get Ready 

MDE RDHH will send you 

• Letter to parents/guardians 

• Release of Information Form 

• Assessment Data Submission Form 

• Fillable versions of the DAYC-2 and the MacArthur 

Bates-CDI (adapted for spoken + sign language) 
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Next Steps 

• Once you receive the forms from MDE RDHH, feel free 

to get started! 

• Ideally, complete and submit an assessment on at 

least one child in the next few weeks while everything 

is fresh in your mind. 

• Thank you for attending today! 
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Questions? 
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MDE RDHH Contacts 

Roxanne Balfour, Director BalfourR@michigan.gov 

Elizabeth Flores, Program Manager FloresE2@michigan.gov 

DHH  Education  Consultants 

Kelly Dunham, DunhamK@michigan.gov 

John Kirsh, KirshJ@michigan.gov 

Amanda Schneider, SchneiderA6@michigan.gov 

Sara Sibble, SibbleS@michigan.gov 
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Thank you! 

survey 
We appreciate your event 

feedback! 
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