
Find the right child care to meet 
your family’s needs
As parents, finding the right child care program can be challenging. 
Great Start to Quality helps make it easy to search for licensed,  
high-quality programs. Children thrive in a high-quality program that  
sets the foundation for them to learn and grow. After all, 90% of a child’s  
brain develops by age five.

Programs that participate in Great Start to Quality take steps to improve 
their quality. In your child care search you will be able to see how far along 
in their journey each program is. Every program will appear at one of these
five levels in the process. Here’s a look at what each level in the process means:

Maintaining
Health & Safety

This is the foundational 
quality level for 
programs. It means 
programs have met 
important health 
and safety standards. 
All providers in good 
standing with licensing 
begin the process 
at this level.

Reflecting
On Quality

In this quality level, 
programs evaluate  
their practices using  
research-based  
standards. This helps 
programs reflect on 
quality, highlight their 
strengths, and find 
areas to improve.

Enhancing
Quality

In the Enhancing 
Quality level, programs 
can work with Quality 
Improvement Coaches 
at their local Great 
Start to Quality  
Resource Center  
to take steps to  
reach their goals.

Enhancing
Quality - Validated

At this level, a Validator 
reviews documentation 
to verify the program 
has proof of meeting 
high-quality practices. 
Results are shared on the 
program’s public profile 
so families can view and 
compare programs.

Demonstrating
Quality

Programs at this level 
have had an Assessor 
observe the program and 
met quality scores set by 
the state. The Assessor 
uses assessment tools 
to measure high-quality 
environments, practices, 
and how adults interact 
with children.

Start your search for high-quality child care at 
www.greatstarttoquality.org/finding-child-care-preschool
For more information, contact us at 877.614.7328 
or visit our website at www.greatstarttoquality.org/whatisgsq
Funding from the Office of Great Start within the Michigan Department of Education supports the implementation of Great Start to Quality. 




