
Good afternoon,  

Thank you to all that attended our monthly 10 Cents a Meal grantee meeting on Tuesday, March 

18! Attached are the MDE slides covered in the meeting.  

May Tsupros at MSU Center for Regional Food Systems, our evaluation and reporting survey 

partner, shared about the Lake Michigan School Food System Innovation Hub grants. Thanks, 

May! The Innovation Hub funds community-driven collaborations that help reimagine school 

meals. You can read more about the Innovation Hub at innovateschoolfood.org. Are you 

interested in connecting with the Michigan State Lead Team to learn more about the Innovation 

Hub, grants, and resources available to you? Complete the interest form here: Michigan Interest 

Form for the Lake MI School Food System Innovation Hub 

Do you want to share about your success highlighting Michigan-grown produce and 10 Cents a 

Meal, and any suggestions that you may have for other grantees? Please let us know. We would 

love to have you share your story at one of our upcoming monthly grantee meetings! 

If you were not able to attend March’s grantee meeting, our next monthly grantee meeting will 

be on Wednesday, April 30, 2025, at 2:00pm EST via Zoom. These monthly grantee meetings are 

not required and are just an additional resource for grantees. Register for April’s meeting here: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/gBft0GZIS06DQcCo97aKPg#/registration 

Below are some key dates coming up for 10 Cents a Meal, and other important program 

updates. 

Grant Award Reallocation 

As we mentioned in the February grantee meeting, we were able to reallocate funding from 

other sources to offer supplemental funds to grantees that spend a majority of their grant 

award by May 2025!  

To be eligible for supplemental funds, please make sure that you are up to date on submitting 

your September 2024-May 2025 local purchases in GEMS/MARS by Monday, May 19, 

2025. Amounts included will be used to help determine reallocation. We will automatically 

increase or decrease awards using our available funds. It is extremely important that we spend 

our entire annual budget this year to protect future funding. 

Grantees will have the opportunity to amend their application after June to request a change to 

the automatic reallocation. As you determine the best award amount for the remainder of the 

year, please include purchases that you plan to make through September 30, 2025, in your 

calculations. Additionally, remember that your past spending performance will be included in 

your program eligibility for next program year. We will give preference to grantees that 

demonstrate the ability to spend most or all of their award.   

 

https://innovateschoolfood.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfj0kaG4RX23y94IOp1xq7TErFyZCl50DIstmj2-woqIZ7aQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfj0kaG4RX23y94IOp1xq7TErFyZCl50DIstmj2-woqIZ7aQ/viewform
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FgBft0GZIS06DQcCo97aKPg%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7CMaddoxM2%40michigan.gov%7C1a6969ae2b8b48e016b608dd664a337d%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638779191060794299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YhF49yEQ%2Bq%2F1TU99cLKKwwsMtafGrBgirXCUSut%2FohI%3D&reserved=0


Reporting Survey II 

Reporting survey II will be available on Monday, April 14, 2025. These reporting surveys help us 

respond to the requirement to report to the Legislature, and just as importantly, receive 

feedback from you. Payments cannot be processed for grantees with incomplete reporting 

surveys. 

On April 14, the link to reporting survey II will be emailed to the main contact listed on your 

organization’s 2024-2025 10 Cents a Meal application cover page in NexSys. If you need 

assistance with updating a cover page contact, please reach out to us. 

Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Awards Informational Webinar 

Are you blazing new trails or using innovative strategies to improve school meals? We 

encourage you to apply for a Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Award! A variety of 

recognition awards are possible, including Breakfast or Lunch Trailblazer, Innovative School 

Lunch Makeover, Innovation in Preparation of School Meals, and Innovation in Nutrition 

Education.  

Our office is hosting a webinar on Wednesday, April 16 at 2:30-3:30pm EST where you can learn 

more information about how to apply and hear the stories of other Michigan schools that have 

received the award. Register for the HMI Recognition Awards Informational Webinar: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/guErsoWvSzuyV3K6-2MPzA 

Tech Tip: GEMS/MARS Access 

GEMS/MARS is where you submit your local food and transportation and labor expenses for 10 

Cents a Meal. GEMS/MARS is accessed through MiLogin for Business. Please check that you 

have completed each of the steps listed below so that you have the necessary access to submit 

your 10 Cents a Meal purchases.  

Our 10 Cents a Meal for Michigan’s Kids & Farms Purchase Submission Walkthrough is an 

excellent resource that goes over these steps and the overall purchase submission process.   

1. If you do not have a MiLogin for Business account, you will first need to create a MiLogin 

for Business Account. 

 

2. To get GEMS/MARS added to your MiLogin for Business account, you must request 
access to GEMS/MARS. Please note, this is a link to GEMS/MARS. It does not give you 
access to the 10 Cents a Meal tasks.  
 

3. To submit your 10 Cents a Meal purchases in GEMS/MARS, you need access to the 10 

Cents a Meal submission tasks: 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FguErsoWvSzuyV3K6-2MPzA&data=05%7C02%7CCrowleyW%40michigan.gov%7C3b074d6498cc4c08d2e208dd54e3a3bc%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638760058852826596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nFlbUB4%2BePS0IvV3qF9pl%2FWJtk%2BpdDSzGS1%2FWj%2BGS4U%3D&reserved=0
https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate?URL=/
https://360.articulate.com/review/content/e226d9e1-7511-4522-b85f-abae865b1eb2/review
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-Nutrition-Program-System-Help-Documents/MiLogin-for-Business/1-Creating-a-MILogin-for-Business-Account.pdf?rev=002bee7bad5f42b082494c6e601dcaac&hash=76D85B64197025C2F769E3817A19FA50
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-Nutrition-Program-System-Help-Documents/MiLogin-for-Business/1-Creating-a-MILogin-for-Business-Account.pdf?rev=002bee7bad5f42b082494c6e601dcaac&hash=76D85B64197025C2F769E3817A19FA50
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-Nutrition-Program-System-Help-Documents/MiLogin-for-Business/5-Requesting-GEMSMARS-link-in-MiLogin-for-Business.pdf?rev=4ad7e39e09c84a519536c054640098b7&hash=50947FC3CB1E491BD8A020368222E817
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-Nutrition-Program-System-Help-Documents/MiLogin-for-Business/5-Requesting-GEMSMARS-link-in-MiLogin-for-Business.pdf?rev=4ad7e39e09c84a519536c054640098b7&hash=50947FC3CB1E491BD8A020368222E817


• For local food purchases, the 2024-2025 task is called Local Food Purchases: The 

10 Cents a Meal Submission window for 2024-2025 has been opened. Click here 

to start a new submission. 

 

• The 2024-2025 task for food transportation and labor expenses is separate from 

the local food purchases task and is called Local Food Transportation and Labor 

Expenses: The 10 Cents a Meal Submission window for 2024-2025 has been 

opened. Click here to start a new submission. 

 

• For returning grantees, both tasks should have been automatically added to your 

GEMS/MARS account. If you are new to the 10 Cents a Meal program for 2024-

2025 or did not participate in 2023-2024, you will need to complete the task 

access request form in GEMS/MARS. 

 

• If you are not granted the 10 Cents a Meal tasks within 48 hours of submitting 

your request form, please email mde-gems-ohns@michigan.gov and ask for 

assistance.  

Once you have the necessary access, you can submit your local food and local food 

transportation and labor expenses in GEMS/MARS using the template for each. Our upload 

templates and purchase submission resources are available in the 10 Cents a Meal section of 

the MDE website: Forms and Instructions 

Payments 

Approved purchase data submitted through March 17, 2025, will be reimbursed in the April 

2025 payment. We recommend submitting purchases in GEMS/MARS monthly so that you can 

keep track of your budget for the grant. See 24-25 Program Year Payment and Fiscal Information 

for more details on the timeline and accounting for the grant.  

We hope that this information is helpful. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to us at MDE-FarmToProgram@Michigan.gov or schedule a virtual Teams meeting 

with us by using our Microsoft Bookings page.  

Sincerely, 

Cheyenne, Megan, and Wendy 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-Nutrition-Program-System-Help-Documents/GEMS-MARS/Requesting-Access-to-GEMS-MARS.pdf?rev=02518629c7844be49f7a1c67555f917e&hash=99FCAE2BCC30149FA9A34FC683962DF5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-Nutrition-Program-System-Help-Documents/GEMS-MARS/Requesting-Access-to-GEMS-MARS.pdf?rev=02518629c7844be49f7a1c67555f917e&hash=99FCAE2BCC30149FA9A34FC683962DF5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/office-of-health-and-nutrition-services/10-cents-a-meal-for-michigans-kids-and-farms/forms-and-instructions
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/10-Cents-a-Meal/payment-and-fiscal-information-2425-updated-11025.pdf?rev=2baea2253475420ba2879a0af62ef062&hash=55AF0A6220DCCB4A57C04085A0D89035
mailto:MDE-FarmToProgram@Michigan.gov
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/FarmtoProgramTeam@StateofMichigan.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/

