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Introduction 
The Michigan Farm to Program Directory is a searchable database of both suppliers and buyers of Michigan-

grown products. This user guide explains how to browse the Michigan Farm to Program Directory to find 

information about suppliers and buyers of local foods.  

The Directory was developed by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Farm to Program team and its 

partners to make it easier for food program operators to procure and serve local Michigan foods in schools, 

childcare centers, and community service agencies across the state, and to help Michigan farmers and food 

suppliers connect with customers. MDE administers 10 Cents a Meal for Michigan’s Kids and Farms, which 

incentivizes local purchasing in Child Nutrition Programs by offering grants to pay for half the cost of Michigan 

grown minimally processed fruit, vegetable, and dry bean purchases.  

The Directory will primarily support grantees of the 10 Cents a Meal Program, but other institutions that want to 

purchase Michigan foods are welcome to participate. All 10 Cents a Meal Program grantees and other sponsors 

of Child Nutrition Programs in Michigan are automatically registered as buyers in the Directory, alongside other 

institutions that have registered manually. Farmers, food hubs, and other suppliers of local Michigan foods that 

are interested in selling local foods to Michigan institutions are registered as suppliers in the Directory. Visit our 

website to find more information about using the Farm to Program Directory. 

  

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/Public/FTPLandingPage.aspx
https://www.tencentsmichigan.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/office-of-health-and-nutrition-services/10-cents-a-meal-for-michigans-kids-and-farms/resources
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/office-of-health-and-nutrition-services/10-cents-a-meal-for-michigans-kids-and-farms/resources
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Landing Page 
Open the link to the Michigan Farm to Program Directory. You will arrive on the Landing Page, which includes 

several tools: 

1. Click the link to open the Supplier Search page. For more information, skip ahead to the Searching for 

Suppliers section. 

2. Click the link to open the Buyer Search page. For more information, skip ahead to the Searching for 

Buyers section. 

3. Under the Helpful Links section, you will find more resources about the 10 Cents a Meal program, the 

Farm to Program Directory, and the Child Nutrition Program food procurement process. These links will 

be updated regularly by the MDE Farm to Program team. 

4. If you ever want to return to the Landing Page from another page in the Directory, click on the 

“Michigan Farm to Program Directory” header at the top of the page. 

 

  

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/Public/FTPLandingPage.aspx
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Searching for Suppliers 
On the Supplier Search page, you can browse the list of farmers, food hubs and food aggregators that have 

registered for the Directory. Follow the steps below to learn more about these suppliers. 

1.  Use the search criteria from the list below to narrow down your search. If you would like to view all the 

suppliers, you can click search without entering any criteria. 

a. Keyword – type a supplier name or a type of product into the search box. 

b. County Located In – select from the drop-down list to search for suppliers located in a particular 

county or counties. 

c. Products Offered – select from the drop-down list to search for suppliers that sell the category 

of products you are looking for (fruits, vegetables, beans, or other). 

d. Light Processing Available – select from the drop-down list to search for suppliers that offer 

minimally-processed products (washed, chopped, frozen, or dried). 

e. Counties Delivering To – select from the drop-down list to search for suppliers that deliver to the 

county you are located in. 

f. Product Availability – select from the drop-down list to search for suppliers that have products 

available during the month(s) you would like to purchase them. 

g. Profile updated within the last year – check the box to search for suppliers that have updated 

their profile within the last year. 

 

2. Click Search. 

3. Any suppliers that match your search criteria will appear in a list under Search Results. For example, the 

suppliers listed below are located in Genesee County, and you can learn the following information about 

them from the results page: 

a. The business’s name 

b. The business’s email address 

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/Public/FTPSupplierSearch.aspx
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c. The business’s phone number 

d. The business’s website 

e. The county that the business is located in 

f. The counties that the business can deliver to (if any) 

g. The location where customers can pick up their orders (if any) 

h. The date the business’s profile was last updated  

 

4. If you would like to save the search results to an Excel file, you can do so by clicking “Export Search 

Results.” 

 

5. If you would like to start another search with different criteria, then click the Clear button next to the 

Search button. If you would like to see more information about one of the suppliers from your search 

results, then proceed to the next step. 
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6. Click on the name of the business that you would like to learn more about. 

 

7. You will arrive on the Supplier Profile page, where you can learn the following details about the business 

you selected: 

a. Business description and county 

b. Contact information 

c. Which fruits they produce, and during which months 

d. Which vegetables they produce, and during which months 

e. Which beans/legumes they produce, and during which months 

f. Which other products they offer, and during which months 

g. Additional services they offer, including delivery, pick-up, and processing 
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Searching for Buyers 
On the Buyer Search page, you can browse the list of farmers, food hubs and food aggregators that have 

registered for the Directory. Follow the steps below to learn more about these potential customers. 

1. Use the search criteria from the list below to narrow down your search. If you would like to view all the 

buyers, you can click search without entering any criteria. 

a. Keyword – type a buyer name or type of product into the search bar. 

b. County Located In – select from the drop-down list to search for buyers located in a particular 

county or counties. 

c. Enrollment – select from the drop-down list to search for buyers that are serving a particular 

population size. 

d. 10 Cents a Meal Grantee – check the box to search for buyers that are currently participating in 

the 10 Cents a Meal program. 

h. Has a Specific Product Request – check the box to search for buyers that have provided 

information about the specific products they are looking to purchase. 

e. Profile Updated Within the Last Year – check the box to search for buyers that have updated 

their profile within the last year. 

 

2. Click Search. 

3. Any buyers that match your search criteria will appear in a list under Search Results. For example, the 

buyers listed below are located in Gladwin County, and you can learn the following information about 

them from the results page: 

a. The organization’s name 

b. The county that the organization is located in 

c. Whether the organization is a 10 Cents a Meal grantee and their grant amount (if applicable) 

d. The estimated enrollment at the organization (if it is a school district) 

e. The name of the organization’s contact person 

f. The contact person’s email address 

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/Public/FTPBuyerSearch.aspx
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g. The contact person’s phone number 

h. The date the business’s profile was last updated  

 

4. If you would like to save the search results to an Excel file, you can do so by clicking “Export Search 

Results.” 

 

5. If you would like to start another search with different criteria, then click the Clear button next to the 

Search button. If you would like to see more information about one of the suppliers from your search 

results, then proceed to the next step. 

 

6. Click on the name of the organization that you would like to learn more about. 
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7. You will arrive on the Buyer Profile page, where you can learn the following details about the 

organization you selected: 

a. What county they are located in, their estimated enrollment, and whether they are currently 

participating in the 10 Cents a Meal program. 

b. Contact information 

c. What products they are interested in purchasing, and how they would like them to be processed 

d. Other preferences, including delivery day, delivery time, whether they are willing to travel to 

pick up food from a supplier, and any food safety certifications that they require from their 

suppliers. 

 




