
 Generally Allowable Use of Funds—Fiscal Year 2026 Section 31aa 
Office of Health and Safety 

 

For clarification questions, or questions about allowability of expenditures,  

reach out to mde-31aa@michigan.gov 

This document is designed to provide information about the general allowability of Fiscal Year 2026 

Section 31aa funds 

(School Year 2025-26) 

Fund Source Intent and Purpose 

Section 31aa,  

Subsection 2 
(31aa(2)) 

Improve Student Mental Health and Improve Student Safety 

 
• The purpose of this subsection is to improve student mental health and student 

safety.  
• Funds are available for districts, intermediate districts, nonpublic schools, and the 

Michigan School for the Deaf for activities to improve student mental health and 

student safety.  
• Allowable activities and expenditures can be found starting on page 3. 

• Funds are allocated on a per pupil basis and eligible entities must opt in to 
receive the funds. 

Section 31aa, 

Subsection 4 
(31aa(4)) 

Procuring the Services of School Resource Officers (SROs) and Contracting 

Safety Dogs 
 

• The funds under this subsection can be used to hire or contract School Resource 
Officers (SROs) and contract safety dogs. 

• Funds are available for districts, intermediate districts, nonpublic schools, and the 

Michigan School for the Deaf. 
• Funds are awarded as part of a competitive application process. 

• Safety dogs must be contracted and may not be purchased. 
o Per legislation, a safety dog “means a dog that is contracted by a law 

enforcement agency of this state, a local unit of government of this state, 
or a district or an intermediate district and that is trained for detection of 

firearms, explosives, narcotics, or vape substances.” 
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• Any SRO must have completed training by the Michigan Commission on Law 
Enforcement Standards. 

• A plan must be shown to sustain the position after the conclusion of the grant 
period. 

  
 

Section 31aa,  
Subsection 5 

(31aa(5)) 

Procuring the Services of Support Staff for Student Mental Health Needs 

 
• The funds under this subsection can be used to hire or contract support staff for 

student mental health needs. 
• Funds are available for districts, intermediate districts, nonpublic schools, and the 

Michigan School for the Deaf. 
• Funds are awarded as part of a competitive application process. 

• Allowable expenditures can be found starting on page 3. 
• A plan must be shown to sustain the position after the conclusion of the grant 

period. 
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Generally Allowable  

Use of Funds 
31aa(2) 31aa(4) 31aa(5) 

Hiring or contracting support staff, 
including psychologists, social 

workers, counselors, nurses, 
community health workers, and 

marriage and family therapists. 
For questions about other 

allowable positions, please reach 
out to mde-31aa@michigan.gov 

Yes No Yes 

Hiring or contracting a behavioral 
health coordinator 

Yes No Yes 

Purchasing and implementing 
mental health screening tools 

Yes No No 

Purchasing a statewide integrated 
technology platform 

Yes No No 

Providing consultation with 
behavioral health clinicians to 

respond to complex student 
mental health needs 

Yes No No 

Purchasing and implementing an 
online behavioral health tool 

Yes No No 

Evidence-based training to 
support mental health 

Yes No No 
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Costs associated with 
collaboration between school 

employees, families, and 
community partners 

Yes No No 

Costs associated with conducting 
needs assessment and resource 

mapping 
 

Yes No No 

Coordination with local law 
enforcement 

Yes No No 

Training for school staff on threat 
assessment 

Yes No No 

Training for school staff and 
students on threat response 

Yes No No 

Training for school staff on crisis 
communication 

Yes No No 

Safety infrastructure (i.e. 

cameras, door blocks, hardened 
vestibules, window screening, 

technology to operate buzzer 
systems, firearm detection 

software) 

Yes No No 

Age-appropriate training for 
students and families on 

responsible firearm ownership 
(safe handling and safe storage) 

Yes No No 
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School resource officers and 
safety dogs (contracted dogs 

only) 

Yes Yes No 

Student safety management 
system 

Yes No No 

A secure platform administered by 
state police to house all school 

safety-related items 

Yes No No 

Emergency infrastructure needs to 

respond to an immediate threat to 
the health or safety of students 

(PRIOR APPROVAL NEEDED) 
 

 

 
Yes 

 
 

No No 

Contract with a vendor for a 
comprehensive safety and 

security assessment or security 
event assessment 

Yes No No 

Emergency response system Yes No No 

Implementing cell phone free 

school policies 
Yes No No 

Employee assistance programs. No No No 

Gym memberships No No No 

Playgrounds, including equipment, 

landscaping and materials 
No No No 

Renovation costs not associated 

with safety of students 
No No No 
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Deans of Students No No No 

Direct purchase of safety dogs No No No 

Direct purchase or contracting for 
therapy animals and 

supplies/training 

No No No 

Hall monitors No No No 

Classroom teachers No No No 

Security personnel that do not fall 

under the legislated definition of 
an SRO 

No No No 

School-branded items (i.e. shirts, 

toys, mugs/cups, pens, etc.) 
No No No 

Mental health supplies not 
associated with resource mapping 

and needs assessments 

No No No 

Food for events, snack carts, 
prizes, staff rooms, etc. 

No No No 
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