
Fiscal Year 26 (School Year 25/26) Section 31aa(4) and Section 

31aa(5)  

Competitive Grants  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Eligibility 

 

Who is eligible to apply for these grants? 

Any public school, nonpublic school, intermediate school district, public 

school academy, and the Michigan School for the Deaf can apply for these 

funds. 

 

Amount 

 

How much funding is available? 

Section 31aa(4) allocates $50 million from the School Aid Act and $3.5 

million from the general fund for School Resource Officers and  safety dogs. 

(School Aid Funds are allocated for public schools, public school academies, 

and intermediate school districts. General funds are allocated for nonpublic 

schools and the Michigan School for the Deaf.) 

 

Section 31aa(5) allocates $50 million from the School Aid Act and $3.5 

million from the general fund to hire or contract for support staff for student 

mental health needs. (School Aid Funds are allocated for public schools, 

public school academies, and intermediate school districts. General funds are 

allocated for nonpublic schools and the Michigan School for the Deaf.) 

 

 

Process 

 

What is the process to apply? 

Entities wishing to apply for these funds must complete the competitive 

application. This application will be housed in NexSys starting March 30, 

2026 and will close on May 3, 2026. 

 

Are there any reporting requirements? 

All recipients must complete the legislatively required final expense report 

Final Expenditure Report (FER) no later than July 1, 2026. This report will be 



housed in GEMS/MARS starting May 18, 2026 and will close at 11:59 pm on 

July 1, 2026. Failure to complete the final expense report may result in 

awarded funds being recaptured. 

 

What is required in the application? 

Each application must include a budget, an accounting of what staff was 

hired or contracted using these funds, and a plan for sustaining the position 

after the life of the grant. Awards will be granted based on the application 

submitted through a competitive process. 

 

Allowable Expenses 

Section 

31aa, 

Subsection 
4 

(31aa(4)) 

Procuring the Services of School Resource Officers 

(SROs) and Contracting Safety Dogs 

• The funds under this subsection can be used to hire or 
contract School Resource Officers (SROs) and contract 

safety dogs. 
• Funds are available for districts, intermediate districts, 

nonpublic schools, and the Michigan School for the Deaf. 
• Funds are awarded as part of a competitive application 

process. 
• Safety dogs must be contracted and may not be 

purchased. 
• Per legislation, a safety dog “means a dog that is 

contracted by a law enforcement agency of this 
state, a local unit of government of this state, or a 

district or an intermediate district and that is 
trained for detection of firearms, explosives, 

narcotics, or vape substances. 

• Any SRO must have completed training by the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards. 

• A plan must be shown to sustain the position after the 
conclusion of the grant period. 

Section 
31aa,  

Subsection 
5 

(31aa(5)) 

Procuring the Services of Support Staff for Student 
Mental Health Needs 

• The funds under this subsection can be used to hire or 
contract support staff for student mental health needs. 

• Funds are available for districts, intermediate districts, 

nonpublic schools, and the Michigan School for the Deaf. 
• Funds are awarded as part of a competitive application 

process. 
• A plan must be shown to sustain the position after the 

conclusion of the grant period. 



 

Are there any other expenses that these funds can be used for? 

These subsections are specifically designated for the allowable expenses 

listed in the table above. 

 

What types of Mental Health Support Staff can be hired or contracted 

using these funds? 

• Psychologists 

• Social Workers 

• Counselors 

• Nurses 

• Community Health Workers 

• Marriage and Family Therapists 

 

Can an awarded entity purchase or contract for a therapy dog with 

31aa(4) funds? 

No, therapy dogs are not allowable with these funds. Only safety dogs, 

trained in detection of firearms, explosives, narcotics, or vape substances, as 

defined in the legislation, can be contracted. Dogs CANNOT be purchased 

at any time. 

 

For questions that aren’t included in this FAQ, who should be 

contacted? 

For questions that are not answered in this FAQ document, please reach out 

to mde-31aa@michigan.gov.  

mailto:mde-31aa@michigan.gov

