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School Bus Licensing & Authorizing 

Multifunction School Activity Bus (Non-traditional) & Traditional School Bus 

 School Bus1 (SB) Types 

Vehicle/Driver Specifications Non-commercial2 Commercial2 

Vehicle 

Passenger Capacity 

Weight 

 

MDoSP (SB) Inspection 

 
11-15 

<26,001 lbs3 

 

Yes4 

 
16-89 

≥26,001 lbs 

<26,001  

Yes 

Driver License 

Mechanics are not required to get an “S” 

endorsement if they will not be 

transporting students. 

 
Commercial school bus drivers required 

to provide Medical self-certification to 

MDoS once for Non-excepted Intra-State 

and every physical renewal for Non-

excepted Inter-State certification8 

Chauffeur5 

Road test not required for driver 

operating only a non-commercial MSAB 

or non-commercial traditional school 

bus and upgrading his/her license from 

Operator to Chauffeur.  Check above 

criteria, <16 passengers and <26,001 

lbs, defining non-commercial MSAB & 

school bus. 

Commercial Driver License (CDL)6 

“A” group designation 

(Combination vehicle ≥26,001 lbs with 

trailer >10,001 lbs) 

“B” group designation  

(≥16 passengers & ≥26,001 lbs) 

“C” group designation 

(≥16 passengers & <26,001 lbs) 

When appropriate apply passenger (P) 

and/or school bus (S) endorsements 

Entry-Level Driver Training: 380.600-

609 & 700-725+Appendix 

Effective February 7, 2022 

Military Exemption from CDL Road Test 

Alcohol & Drug (A&D) Testing7 

Alcohol & Drug Clearinghouse 

Effective January 6, 2020 

Skill Performance Evaluation 

FMCSA-MI Lansing Office 

No 

(FMCSA Regulations do not apply) 

Yes 

49 CFR Subpart B - Employer 

Responsibilities 

New CDL Physical Interpretations 18 

Updates to changes in CDL Physical 

Standard 

MDoE Driver Credentials 

Physical Exam8 

Insulin Dependent CMVO 

49 CFR 391.46 

MCA-5870 

Effective Sep 19, 2018 

Driver Record Check9 

Fingerprinting10 

Criminal Background Check11 

Corporal Punishment Check12 

Unprofessional Conduct Check13 

Alcohol & Drug Test Training14 

Employer’s A&D Policy14 

Employer’s A&D Background Check14 

New Bus Driver Training (CCC)15 

Biennial Six-hour CCE15 

 

Yes  

Yes 

Standards Insulin Dependent Drivers 

Insulin Treated Assessment Form 

 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

 

Yes  

Yes  

Standards Insulin Dependent Drivers 

Insulin Treated Assessment Form 

 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Michigan Occupation & Safety 

Administration16 

Blood-borne Pathogens 

Right-to-know 

 

 

Yes 

Yes 

 

 

Yes 

Yes 

MDoEGLE17 

Class A Operator (Owner, Administrator) 

Class B Operator (Manager) 

Class C Operator (Driver) 

Effective January 2, 2013 

 

Yes (Training & Test) 

Yes (Training & Test) 

Yes (Training Only) 

 

Yes (Training & Test) 

Yes (Training & Test) 

Yes (Training Only) 

 

 

MSAB (non-traditional) 

fits all SB types 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/part-380/subpart-F
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/part-380/subpart-F
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/registration/commercial-drivers-license/696/application-military-skills-test-waiver-41819.pdf
https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/?utm_source=FMCSA&utm_medium=GovDelivery&utm_campaign=awareness
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/part-40/subpart-B
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/part-40/subpart-B
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&=PART&n=pt49.5.391#se49.5.391_146
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/regulations/medical/422521/itdm-assessment-form-final.pdf
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Endnotes 

1MCL 257.1807; MCL 257.57; 49 CFR 571.3 Def. School Bus; 49 CFR 383.5 Def. School Bus 
2MCL 257.7a; 49 CFR 383.5 Def. Commercial Motor Vehicle 
3MCL 257.312e (same for both non-commercial and commercial-type school bus) 
4MCL 257.1839 and 257.715a (same for both non-commercial and commercial-type school buses) 
5MCL 257.6 
6MCL 257.1849; MCL 257.7a; MCL 257.312e; CDL Manual 
749 CFR Part 382.103 (Applicability); 49 CFR Part 382.601 (Employer Policy); 49 CFR Subpart B, Employer Responsibilities, 40.25 

49 CFR Subpart G § 382.701 Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse. (ecfr.gov) 
8MCL 257.1853; MCL 480.15 (1&6); 49 CFR 383.71h; Nat'l Physician's Registry; 49 CFR 391.46; and MCA-5870 
9MCL 257.1849 
10MCL 380.1230a; MCL 380.1230g 
11MCL 380.1230; MCL 380.1230g 
12MCL 380.1312 
13MCL 380.1230b 
1449 CFR, 382.601 (Employer Policy); 49 CFR Subpart B, Employer Responsibilities, 40.25 
15MCL 257.1851 
1629 CFR Part 1900.1200 (h): Blood-borne Infectious Diseases; R 325.70016 Information & Training 
17 Underground Storage Tank Owner/Operator Training & Certification 
18 

Appendix A to Part 391 - Medical Advisory Criteria; Medical Qualifications; and SPE Certification Materials 

FMCSA-MI office Contact Information – Matt Fabry, 315 Allegan Street, Room 19, Lansing 48933; (517) 853-5993; 

matthew.fabry@dot.gov 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ityxbn45jmmvns553ee2wvio))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-1807
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(no4vju45vzj3po55kdubzh45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-57
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-V/part-571#p-571.3(c)(School%20bus)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383#p-383.5(School%20bus)
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(o4tyiz45ydesgc55b2snny45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-7a
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383#p-383.5(Commercial%20motor%20vehicle%20(CMV))
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(o4tyiz45ydesgc55b2snny45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-312e
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(r1qyepe5cnz0ru45d1djluek))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-1839
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(r1qyepe5cnz0ru45d1djluek))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-715a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(r1qyepe5cnz0ru45d1djluek))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-6
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(r1qyepe5cnz0ru45d1djluek))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-1849
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(o4tyiz45ydesgc55b2snny45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-7a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(o4tyiz45ydesgc55b2snny45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-312e
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/cdlmanul_16090_7.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382/subpart-A/section-382.103#p-382.103(a)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-382.601
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f5d76af41142e380c85ab6c4a82be649&mc=true&node=pt49.1.40&rgn=div5#se49.1.40_125
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-382.701
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ude1lvzv5tzji5qk4ikyen55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-1853
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(2hluvvfbat1zptaa2q21ql41))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-480-15
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383/subpart-E#p-383.71(h)
https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/home
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&=PART&n=pt49.5.391#se49.5.391_146
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/regulations/medical/422521/itdm-assessment-form-final.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-1849
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1230a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1230g
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1230
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1230g
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1312
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-380-1230b
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-382.601
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f5d76af41142e380c85ab6c4a82be649&mc=true&node=pt49.1.40&rgn=div5#se49.1.40_125
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wuoeolnr3zduuv55xqetxr55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-257-1851
http://www.ilpi.com/msds/osha/1910_1200.html#1910.1200(h)
https://casetext.com/regulation/michigan-administrative-code/department-labor-and-economic-opportunity/miosha/general-industry-and-construction-safety-and-occupational-health-standards/occupational-health-standards/part-554-bloodborne-infectious-diseases/section-r-32570016-information-and-training
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_42271_4115_4238-287280--,00.html
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-391#Appendix-A-to-Part-391
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-391#p-391.41(b)(1)
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/2021-05/New%20Driver%20Application%20Package%20NEW%20SSC%20ADDRESS.pdf
mailto:matthew.fabry@dot.go

