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Carryover Waiver for Student Eligibility for School 
Year (SY) 2022-2023 

Important Reminders: 

The meals at no cost allowed under the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) program 
during SY 2021-2022, does not have a benefit that can be carried over to SY 2022-
2023. 

If students did not have an approved meal application/direct certification status for 
the 2021-2022 school year, they should not start the 2022-2023 school year with a 
free meal benefit. 

The Basics: 

Traditional 30-day carryover of student eligibility 

Under Program regulations at 7 CFR 245.6(c)(2), eligibility from the preceding year 
must be used to determine eligibility for the first 30 operating days of the school 
year, or until a new eligibility determination is made in the current school year, 
whichever comes first. This allows time for families to complete and submit free and 
reduced-price applications and for the districts to process them without interrupting 
the students’ meal service. 



Last year, SY 2021-2022, all meals were served at no cost to all students in districts 
operating under the SSO. Because of this, sponsors may not have adequate benefit 
issuance documentation for students to accommodate the carryover period. 

Carryover waiver for SY 2022-2023 

The Michigan Department of Education applied for and received Waiver 26: Use of 
Prior Year Eligibility Determinations for School Year 2022-2023 Carryover [42 
U.S.C. 1758(b)(C) and 7 CFR 245.6(c)(2)] (July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023).  

This waiver allows sponsors that operated under SSO in SY 2021-2022 to use the 
most current eligibility information on file from 2019-2020, 2020-2021 or 2021-2022 
for the 30-day carryover period in SY 2022-2023. The carryover eligibility is in effect 
until a new meal eligibility determination is made either through the free and 
reduced-price meal application, Direct Certification, or other categorical eligibility. 
Once the 30 days are complete, if a new meal eligibility determination has not been 
made, the student’s meal eligibility is changed to paid.   

This waiver only applies to School Food Authorities (SFAs) that operated SSO in 
School Year 2021-2022. SFAs that did not operate SSO in School Year 2021-2022 
must use standard carryover. 

Resources: 

The Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application and related templates are 
available online. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

I operated traditional National School Lunch Program (NSLP) in SY 2021-2022. 
What carryover do I use for SY 2022-2023? 

Eligibility from the preceding year, SY 2021-2022, must be used to determine 
eligibility for the first 30 operating days of the school year, or until a new eligibility 
determination is made in the current school year, whichever comes first. 

I operated the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) in SY 2021-2022. What 
carryover do I use for SY 2022-2023?  

Use the most current eligibility information on file for the first 30 operating days of 
the school year, or until a new eligibility determination is made in the current school 
year, whichever comes first. This eligibility determination could be from 2019-2020, 
2020-2021 or 2021-2022. 

What information can be used for an eligibility determination?  

Eligibility determinations may come from approved free and reduced-price 
applications, direct certification lists, or other categorical eligibility such as liaison 
lists. Alternate income forms such as the Household Information Report used in 
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) schools does not meet the requirements for a 
free or reduced-price meal eligibility determination. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..5loaklztoJlzc7zx3bCwZMtG50D3EqexDwrCQ1BBTa8%2Fs%2F257146156%2Fbr%2F141970242176-l&data=05%7C01%7Cbushongl%40michigan.gov%7Cc0f782d36e344f873a5408da7553efb0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637951300756207007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v5e9j3XNpRdoAmjPllkI8lkJK9NDyS4TRIbkzFh72uI%3D&reserved=0


What happens after 30 operating days? 

Carryover allows students to continue receiving school meal benefits while families 
complete and submit, and schools process, applications. Schools must process 
applications as they are received and promptly notify households of their eligibility 
status. Within 10 days of receiving the application, the Local Educational Agency 
(LEA) must make a determination and notify the household of its eligibility status. 
School officials should inform affected families that they must submit a new 
application for meal benefits to re-establish their child’s eligibility before the end of 
the carryover period. Once the 30 days are complete, if a new meal eligibility 
determination has not been made, the student’s meal eligibility is changed to paid.   

My school participated in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) last year 
but will not be CEP for SY 2022-2023. What carryover do I use? 

When a CEP school decides to resume standard counting and claiming procedures 
between school years, all students in that school have a carryover for the first 30 
operating days at the beginning of the new school year or until a new eligibility 
determination is made, whichever comes first. Meals served to students during this 
time are claimed at the free rate. 

I have a student that transferred from a district that participates in the 
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP). How do I handle the 30-day carryover? 

The student should receive free meals for up to 30 operating days or until a new 
eligibility determination for the new school year is made, whichever comes first. If a 
student were to transfer from a CEP building during the school year, they should 
receive free meals for up to 10 operating school days or until a new eligibility 
determination for the current school year is made, whichever comes first. 

Questions regarding this Bulletin may be directed to mde-
schoolnutrition@michigan.gov 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Us 

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov 

Nutrition Gateway: The Michigan Department of Education Nutrition Gateway 
provides Child Nutrition Program (CNP) agencies a singular system to access 
annual CNP applications (MEGSplus), monthly claims (MIND) and periodic 
administrative reviews (GEMS/MARS) through an integrated dashboard and portal. 

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the Child Nutrition Programs 
News and Updates and Bulletins, visit Child Nutrition Programs News and Updates 
Subscription.  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 
should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form 
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 
online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by 
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written 
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged 
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to 
USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov  

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

USDA Civil Rights Complaint Link: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-
Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf 

   

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Links Used in This Document: 
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/topics/free-and-reduced-price-
school-meals-application 
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/gateway/Authentication/LoginClick  
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_229 
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