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10 Cents a Meal for Michigan’s Kids and Farms (10 Cents a Meal) is a state
funded, matching grant. Sponsors participating in the National School Lunch
Program/School Breakfast program (NSLP/SBP), Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP), or Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) can apply.

10 Cents a Meal reimburses 50% of the cost of buying and serving Michigan-grown
fruits, vegetables, and dry beans in meals and educational activities for children.
Grantees can also use up to 25% of their grant award to receive 100%
reimbursement for transportation and labor expenses such as delivery fees,
mileage costs, and part time labor expenses that support the goals of the program.

This is an opportunity for ALL child nutrition program sponsors state-wide to
improve the nutrition of children while supporting local growers. Completed
applications are due in NexSys by Wednesday, September 17, 2025.

How does the program work?



If awarded, you are required to:

e Purchase, prepare and menu Michigan-grown minimally processed fruits,
vegetables, and dry beans

e Promote and market Michigan-grown products

o Plan educational activities that achieve program goals

e Submit food purchases by month, including the name of the source farm, the
farm county, and purchase amount

o Complete reporting surveys

How do | apply?

The 2025-2026 application is now available in NexSys and must be initiated
and submitted by a level 5 NexSys user. As the 10 Cents a Meal program has
grown over the years, the grant application is competitive. The Farm to Program
team intends to award the grant to as many applicants as possible. The maximum
possible award is 10 cents times every meal served in child nutrition programs the
prior year.

To help determine which applicants will receive the grant, and how much money
they will be awarded, there is a 2025-2026 scoring rubric available so that
applicants know what the Farm to Program team will be looking for when scoring
applications. The rubric contains guidance on what details to include in responses
to the application questions on the Program Information page to receive a higher
application score, and all applicants should refer to the rubric as they complete the
application. 50% of an applicant’s score will consist of the Program Information
page responses and any bonus points for submitting the application early.

50% of the application score for returning applicants will be based on their ability to
spend their requested award for the 2024-2025 program year and complete the
required reporting surveys. New grantees will be given a boost in past performance
points.

Training Sessions & Resources

Registration is available for 2025-2026 program year training sessions. These
sessions cover how 10 Cents a Meal works, how to source local produce, what is
needed to participate, and hands-on application assistance. Several in-person
sessions are available and, for those unable to attend in-person, there will also be a
virtual option. There is no cost to attend, but registration is required.

Escanaba — June 10, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Reaqister

Bay City — June 16, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Register
Kalamazoo — June 23, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Reqgister
Traverse City — June 25, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Reqgister
Fruitport — June 26, 2025, 9-11am (EST) Register
Mason/Ingham — August 7, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Register
Macomb - August 14, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Reqister

Flint — August 18, 2025, 2-4pm (EST) Reqgister

Virtual training — TBD


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmde%2Fohns%2F10-Cents-a-Meal%2F2025-2026-10-Cents-a-Meal-Application-Scoring-Rubric.pdf%3Frev=bf63079871cf4b56a0873a17f8860716%26hash=6CC58B6D36DEA0D726323BA72BEE7F19/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/BHN8I0knXJWsKd9suObIrCt1N9u20gn0p1rhkhhzIy8=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2F1hcKg4cviM/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/TirYHz1EdkmGRcYc53ZI-TB-aroLuPmirXSbRYxjbok=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FxcMPPyCfSt/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/MNXli7oHEuMN_peHwutPXxahlOZGY6jgYoxpLRLwx0o=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2F0puh1v0YwS/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/pzRG3l-L-K60KuH_8qkPtKe6fq7QVtze_KQ7wZQRWtM=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FhKRTPTqiRu/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/U4TXA7My_yKuBeIygbE2gYH-dXQ3k_rgvquVJPSB3CE=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FytL5QYmCw8/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/QMm2OrOzuWNR4goNt-it3iZuO_uXqN0wqTjD17bq53c=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FbjnMh6msC7/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/naTGP8drfLKQC9cDCBBOHqmpErlb0gAo92viKJ5L1Z8=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FdKPgLAS5vx/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/JcIKFAcvD0pgES9J7PDB2V5qOUplIuCOV1e9MdHGlaQ=408
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2F3Ltqw8HszS/1/010101973fca8dbf-a9e2ac1d-25d2-436e-a130-c2d16a7fad13-000000/cpPB0ChZCUdZiqDnukzrQMxhEuC9iS0pENY_LuRy7Kg=408

A virtual walkthrough of the application process and the scoring rubric are available
on the How to Apply page.

Looking for the required annual program training? Please visit the Training page.
Questions?

To learn more about 10 Cents a Meal, you can visit the 10 Cents a Meal section of
the Michigan Department of Education website and the 10 Cents a Meal website
managed by the communication and outreach partner for 10 Cents a Meal,
Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities.

For questions about the 10 Cents a Meal program and application, please contact
the Farm to Program team at MDE-FarmtoProgram@Michigan.gov.

Contact Us

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@ Michigan.gov

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the Child Nutrition Programs
News and Updates and Bulletins, visit Child Nutrition Programs News and Updates

Subscription.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language),
should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained
online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the
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Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to
USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

