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Upcoming Deadline - Healthy Meals Incentives Recognition Awards

Over the last year and a half, as part of a cooperative agreement to develop and
implement the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition
Service’s (FNS) Healthy Meals Incentives (HMI) Initiative, Action for Healthy Kids
(AFHK) has offered Recognition Awards to celebrate sponsors that have made
significant improvements to the nutritional quality of their school meals. These
Recognition Awards spotlight innovative practices, student and community
engagement activities, and strategies that schools have used to provide meals that
are consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. Awards
available include:

Trailblazer Award Series

e Breakfast Trailblazer

e Small and/or Rural School Food Authority (SFA) Breakfast Trailblazer
e lLunch Trailblazer
e Small and/or Rural SFA Lunch Trailblazer

Innovation Award Series

e |nnovative School Lunch Makeover


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FBreakfast-Trailblazer-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/NhbZwY2MrWvUK6cp6XJU1DjirlfPQ7lgRbcDWvoFU7I=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FSmall-Rural-SFA-Breakfast-Trailblazer-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/5YzZs7ffvlP0_54R4qphOUqcCOEZVZwwZ6vNnqAv5FY=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FLunch-Trailblazer-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/p2PXJH7uauAl67aaNaKJADR8jH-4WX5yuv5yl6yz5Do=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FSmall-Rural-SFA-Lunch-Trailblazer-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/hCVUPoYCdW3zp57k_ZIR7FDL8tWnUIKr9S_PxR4yt6w=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FInnovative-School-Lunch-Makeover-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/xUskOgyCTz1tS-xB1NCdncxFk32Sa2SzIO8nawNi8hs=394

e Innovationin the Preparation of School Meals
e Innovation in Nutrition Education

To learn more about this opportunity, register and attend the upcoming MDE
webinar:

e Topic: Michigan HMI Recognition Awards Application Webinar
e Date/Time: 2:30pm EST on April 16, 2025.
e Registration: https://bit.ly/4iaZWcg (required)

Applications are being accepted by AFHK through June 30, 2025. Start your
application today!

Before applying, sponsors must obtain a State Agency Letter of Support to disclose
that any previous findings have been resolved (including corrective action), and
there are no findings related to program discrimination within the past three years.
Applicants can request this letter of support from the Michigan Department of
Education (MDE) via the State Agency Letter of Support Request Form. Please note
that it takes MDE one to two weeks to process this request, so if you plan to apply,
please submit this form no later than June 13, 2025.

Questions about the Recognition Awards and application can be emailed to:
award@healthymealsincentives.org.

Contact Us

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the Child Nutrition Programs
News and Updates and Bulletins, visit Child Nutrition Programs News and Updates
Subscription.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FInnovation-in-the-Preparation-of-School-Meals-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/fFglxUxYkm6aFgGaLhMZXedqGH7bIuzI_t50D_YvAoE=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FInnovation-in-Nutrition-Education-Award-Criteria.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/65zqhjxmoo3rxSs_MB4gFUrVQqANlwWaqLlnTosUZ8I=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Frecognition-awards%2F/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/Tk1Toi8T606ftX56CQ0S2T7K2YPR1JvSVKPYhwbYnjM=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2Frecognition-awards%2F/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/Tk1Toi8T606ftX56CQ0S2T7K2YPR1JvSVKPYhwbYnjM=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid=h3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0Vbg9jq8SSBFnreQuk4Fnv9UQ0VNVk1YUTMxT1Q4MVFXMzNDVURHVVRPSy4u%26route=shorturl/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/a-xPgAJi7QnBnFLxR4zQuxRT6ix4KHao1qua_iyPyfI=394
mailto:award@healthymealsincentives.org
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Flnks.gd%252Fl%252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjguMjA3MzcyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvTUlNREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9TUlNREVfMjI5In0.ZDd4L2C80FKAT-LdgnKYD3ov1rVv1_vEgUQl8bdBIJs%252Fbr%252F77904105832-l%26data=04%257C01%257Cbushongl%2540michigan.gov%257C4bcb8937bfba4a57b3ea08d906601262%257Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%257C0%257C1%257C637547831979278064%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata=vITngso6BbUxZm045yDmPCU254kPwDBmOPW5EwPuIuY%253D%26reserved=0/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/umkDqUvnuAWA0gRq_xxZdbgUePnBeP1C3LrHFSD0uag=394
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Flnks.gd%252Fl%252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjguMjA3MzcyNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvTUlNREUvc3Vic2NyaWJlci9uZXc_dG9waWNfaWQ9TUlNREVfMjI5In0.ZDd4L2C80FKAT-LdgnKYD3ov1rVv1_vEgUQl8bdBIJs%252Fbr%252F77904105832-l%26data=04%257C01%257Cbushongl%2540michigan.gov%257C4bcb8937bfba4a57b3ea08d906601262%257Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%257C0%257C1%257C637547831979278064%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata=vITngso6BbUxZm045yDmPCU254kPwDBmOPW5EwPuIuY%253D%26reserved=0/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/umkDqUvnuAWA0gRq_xxZdbgUePnBeP1C3LrHFSD0uag=394

obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign
Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained
online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to
USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:
Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FUSDA-OASCR%2520P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf/1/010101954d978e91-b05a6f9c-e70f-4ea0-91b2-ba19af95c5e0-000000/z8VhXQxuG_dVPGHghZ6vCwiQZLXXEfJHfsg_gL86VcU=394
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

