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Nutritious Meal Options Due to Unanticipated School 
Closures 

When schools close unexpectedly – such as for extreme weather – there is an 
option to continue serving nutritious meals to students. Districts that have 
participated in the Summer Food Service Program within the past two years are 
able to serve meals at eligible sites when an unanticipated event causes a school 
building or a child care program to close temporarily. 

The Michigan Department of Education has been approved for a series of waivers 
that allow for the service of meals during a school shutdown with or without virtual 
learning for up to 10 consecutive days. Approvals for the waiver flexibilities will be 
made by MDE on a case-by-case basis. The waivers are available through June 30, 
2026. You can find more information on how to apply for the waiver on our website 
under Unanticipated School Closure.    

For more information, please contact MDE-SFSP@Michigan.gov. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Introducing the Office of Nutrition Services New 
Program Advisory Councils! 

The MDE-ONS team is excited to announce the launch of two new Program 
Advisory Councils—one for school sponsors and one for community sponsors. 
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These councils create a valuable forum for collaboration between sponsors and 
ONS, focusing on: 

• Sharing best practices 
• Providing input on guidance, training, and resources 
• Strengthening communication 
• Building peer-to-peer support 

Membership is voluntary and designed to represent the diversity of Michigan’s child 
and household nutrition programs.  For more information about the Advisory 
Councils, contact Deanne Kelleher at MDE-ONS@Michigan.gov . If you’re 
passionate about shaping the future of child nutrition and supporting programs 
statewide, apply today!  

School Advisory Council Nomination Form   

Community Advisory Council Nomination Form 

________________________________________________________________ 

Help Shape Michigan’s School Meals Program 

MDE and the American Institutes for Research (AIR)® are inviting Food Service 
Directors to share insights on implementing on School Meals Programs within 
Michigan. Your perspective will help identify what’s working, where additional 
support is needed, and how the program impacts students, staff, and families. 

Participation involves a 45-minute virtual interview scheduled at your convenience. 
Participation is confidential; reports will not identify individuals or schools. 

Take part: https://schoolmealstudy.short.gy/interest 

Questions? schoolmealstudy@air.org 

________________________________________________________________ 

Important Update to Federal Procurement Thresholds 

The Federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has increased the micro-
purchase and simplified acquisition thresholds (48 CFR 2.101). The increases took 
effect on October 1, 2025.  

• Federal Micro-purchase threshold: raised to $15,000 
• Federal Simplified Acquisition (Small Purchase) threshold: raised to 

$350,000 

This update applies to all Child Nutrition Programs, including the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), Child and Adult Care 
Food Program (CACFP), and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). 

As a reminder, local agencies may set lower micro-purchase and simplified 
acquisition thresholds than the federal limits. Sponsors are required to follow the 
most restrictive threshold in all situations. 
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Please visit the MDE Procurement and Contracts website for a variety of resources 
and guidance related to procurement. For questions related to thresholds or general 
procurement questions, please email MDE-CNP-Procurement@Michigan.gov. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Self-Monitoring   

The School Nutrition Program (SNP) Sponsor-Level Self-Monitoring, School-Level 

Self-Monitoring (including National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs), On-Site 
Review, and Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP)  Forms (if applicable) must 
be completed annually by February 1, 2026.     

• SNP Sponsor Level Self-Monitoring Form  
• SNP School-Level Self-Monitoring Form    
• FFVP School Self-Monitoring Form    

For more information, please visit the Self-Monitoring website and Food Service 
Administrative Memo No. 4 - Monitoring Requirements for School Nutrition 
Programs. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Food Safety Inspections   

As a friendly reminder, all schools participating in the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) are required to obtain two 
food safety inspections each school year. This requirement applies to all sites 
where food is prepared and/or served, including service-only locations, sites 
receiving vended meals, and those classified as "low-risk" by food safety inspection 
agencies. This requirement also applies to Residential Child Care Institutions 
(RCCIs). The scope of the inspection may vary depending on the type of food 
service operation as determined by the agency responsible for conducting the 
inspections. However, all participating schools must request two food safety 

inspections annually, regardless of the scope or perceived level of risk.  

If a school is unable to obtain one or both required inspections, it must request a 
written denial from the inspection agency, including the reason for the denial, 
and retain that documentation on file. Please note that the cost of food safety 
inspections is an allowable expense under the Nonprofit School Food Service 
Account (NSFSA). Therefore, cost is not a valid justification for failing to obtain the 

required inspections.  

For more information, please review the Food Safety Requirements in School Meal 
Programs Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ).  

________________________________________________________________ 
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Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act  

Sponsors are now allowed to serve whole milk or 2% milk as part of the National 
School Lunch Program only. No change to your current milk offerings is required. 

For more information on the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act, see the January 15, 
2026 CNP Bulletin No. 25.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Plant-Based Recipes Available  

Kentwood Public Schools and Oak Park Schools were awarded a grant in the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2025 State Aid budget to do a plant-based meal pilot. Both districts 
created a plan to develop recipes for their students. They worked hard last year to 
make it a reality. The new recipes are finished and posted on the MDE Resources 
website.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Non-Congregate Meals during Ramadan  

A waiver is available to serve non-congregate meals to students who are fasting in 
observance of Ramadan February 17 through March 19, 2026. More information is 

available in the December 19, 2025 CNP Bulletin No. 22.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Professional Standards    

The United States of Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set minimum 
Professional Standards for professionals who work in School Nutrition Programs 

(SNP).  

Annual Training Requirements for SNP Professionals   

Directors and Contract 
Overseers  Managers   

Food Service Staff, 
Full Time   

≥ 20 hours per week  

Food Service Staff, 
Part-Time   

< 20 hours per week  

12 Hours   10 Hours   6 Hours   4 Hours   

  

The annual training requirements displayed in the chart above apply to the twelve 
months between July 1st and June 30th of each year. Employees hired on January 

1st or later only need half of the required training hours.  
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Professional Standards guidance and resources for special scenarios are available 

on the MDE Food and Nutrition Programs Professional 
Standards and Training websites.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Online Training Module Certificates  

The online training module certificates have all been fixed and are working 
correctly. Thank you for your patience while we made the necessary updates. If you 

ever have issues with online training modules, please email MDE-ONS-
Training@Michigan.gov. 

________________________________________________________________  

New Online Training Module  

At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program is the newest online training module. Learn if 
this is a program that could be offered to your students.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) 

FFVP grantees are encouraged to follow the FFVP claim schedule and if behind, 
must get caught up on drawdowns in NexSys. Grantees seeking guidance on this 
process are encouraged to attend the Tuesday at 2 on NexSys access and 
drawdowns on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 2pm. (Registration).      

When a school’s FFVP award is exhausted, the program must stop unless the 
school elects to continue the program with alternative, non-federal funds such as 
the General Fund. After FFVP funds are used up, any additional funds used to 
serve FFVP snacks are considered “non-program foods” and are not an allowable 
cost to the Non-Profit School Food Service Account (NSFSA).  

Questions about the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program can be emailed to: MDE-
FFVP@Michigan.gov.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Section 164k – Compliance with School Meal 
Programs, Incentives for Pupil Count Days, District 
Surveys, Evidence-Based Curriculum List   

The Office of Nutrition Services (ONS) has received lots of questions about 
language in Public Act 15 Section 164k that requires MDE to confirm any violation 
or noncompliance as it relates to the legislated requirements. If the department 
receives a report and confirms that a violation occurred, MDE is required by law to 
withhold 5% of relevant funding for as long as the district or ISD is out of 

compliance. Memo 2025-110 Section 164k – Compliance with School Meal 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2Fservices%2Ffood%2Fsntp%2Fprof-standards/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/WPJ_lKXv6yI-xMKN22IQTSa2iX2nSlZ2TpJ94Q0uLAs=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2Fservices%2Ffood%2Fsntp%2Fprof-standards/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/WPJ_lKXv6yI-xMKN22IQTSa2iX2nSlZ2TpJ94Q0uLAs=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2Fservices%2Ffood%2Fcep%2Ftopics%2Ftraining/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/Fj0N_pNOwmYdPHn4YEgpMzfP8n8fvFLhCa0YE3iIIuA=442
mailto:MDE-ONS-Training@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-ONS-Training@Michigan.gov
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2Fmdedocuments%2FNutritionTrainingFiles%2FCACFPAtRiskAfterschoolMeals%2Findex.html%23%2F/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/nqKFdbDN56Uv2IS9IEgxiksfmobds1MlWrMYf_x7vFU=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmde%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmde%2FFood-and-Nutrition-Programs%2FFFVP%2FFY-2026-FFVP-Claim-Schedule---FINAL---ADA.pdf%3Frev=8ddb100511d145a0b057e2d73c1d8c54%26hash=158FB1D65CDFF49B8178974C0B286333/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/hUp5yY26mQpnDVzcIYQ5xp1IFsbephc4qpvcpHr8--A=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FBs97jN0VQX-wNUUXGnj4Gg/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/UIITrfaR_5osudU-_-_4YlM-AA8DBnfPMup-eMnkEt4=442
mailto:MDE-FFVP@michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-FFVP@michigan.gov
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.michigan.gov%252Fmde%252F-%252Fmedia%252FProject%252FWebsites%252Fmde%252FMemos%252F2025%252F12%252F2025---110-Section-164k-Compliance-Memo.pdf%2F1%2F0101019b0f76f819-7006fc5f-5c4c-42d0-8904-d18695cd06c0-000000%2F-PZZ_aZCCoNfAZQyuvkM86TMl8GjnYZMqqs9DVyG8I0=435/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/tw2iR9_F8T33YgqgpKPGui5Gza6PQKQSzbCd9qj9NHE=442


Programs, Incentives for Pupil Count Days, District Surveys, Evidence-Based 
Curriculum List provides clarification for the language in Public Act 15 Section 
164k.  

________________________________________________________________ 

10 Cents a Meal for Michigan’s Kids and Farms 
Updates 

10 Cents a Meal Coalition 

In response to 10 Cents a Meal funding for Fiscal Year 2026 (31j) not being 
included in the State School Aid budget, Groundwork Center for Resilient 
Communities has recently launched a 10 Cents a Meal coalition. 

The coalition will meet virtually once a month for one hour during the Monday-
Friday work week. The purpose of these meetings is to bring interested participants 
together to stay up to date on the status of the 10 Cents a Meal program, share 
success stories, and develop a strategy for moving forward. 

If you are interested in joining, you can complete Groundwork’s 10 Cents a Meal 
Coalition form. For questions, please contact Groundwork’s Policy Specialist, 
Amanda Brezzell, at amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Starting a School or Community Garden: Essential Steps for Success Course 
Opportunity 

Michigan State University Extension’s Community Food Systems and Consumer 
Horticulture teams recently developed a free, self-paced course for those interested 
in starting a community or school garden, as well as those that have just started a 
garden project. In this course, participants will learn about:  

• Managing Gardens  
• Garden Goals  
• Gathering Champions and Support  
• Garden Management and Decision Making  
• Garden Sustainability and Funding  
• Garden Planning  
• Site Selection  
• Soil Overview  
• Basics of Plant Selection  
• Garden Problem Solving  
• Real-world examples from real school and community gardens  

This course will take approximately 5-7 hours to complete. Participants who wish to 
receive a certificate can do so by completing the final quiz.  

For more information and to register, please visit Starting a School or Community 
Garden: Essential Steps for Success - Community Gardening. 
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________________________________________________________________ 

Ongoing Social Media Campaign: What’s for Lunch? 

MDE is running a social media campaign that highlights the great lunches being 
served throughout our state. It highlights lunches being served in the National 
School Lunch Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and the Summer Food 
Service Program. Get involved by showing off the great lunches being served. 
Please share your pictures and story by filling out the form at the link below. 
Pictures will be shared on MDE’s Facebook Page. MDE appreciates all who have 
submitted photos. Please watch this video from the Georgia Department of 
Education on How to Take GREAT School Meal Photos. We want to ensure the 
photos that you submit are appealing and representative of all the healthy and 
innovative lunches served across the state. 

What’s For Lunch? 

________________________________________________________________ 

   

Upcoming Events 

Town Hall  

Date: Wednesday, February 4, 2026  

Time: 2 PM   

Register in advance for this webinar:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3XE53r-JT4S-A0-OyMJ4kg  

 

Training Corner 

2026 Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Annual Training: Plan Ahead!  

Please save the date for 2026 SFSP annual training! The SFSP team has put 
together engaging, interactive training designed to equip you for a great summer 
season. Participants will learn about the newest program rules and key steps for 
managing a successful SFSP operation. The session is free of charge, and 
there are restaurants close by where you can buy lunch. Keep in mind that 
sponsors must complete in-person training at least once every three years to 
stay compliant, and attendance is mandatory for all new SFSP sponsors. We 
are excited to have you join us! Contact the SFSP team at MDE-
SFSP@Michigan.gov for questions.    

Thursday, March 12, 2026 – Macomb ISD, Clinton Township, MI   

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fmichdepted%2F1%2F0101019ada4f698d-61d3812e-1265-459b-bfec-5fdeb0f728a6-000000%2FWwyN60SqD1HIRkv1bx_fsVhFuvm1BEYm-x_x-vwrqfs=433/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/Nm5QTd1uwNI8EFz_7rjgYmH1VDw9BstqY-W-Hd1FBAc=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl=https%25253A%25252F%25252Flor2.gadoe.org%25252Fgadoe%25252Ffile%25252F766b2d3c-5732-4891-9f68-f3868ba55b48%25252F1%25252FHow%25252520to%25252520Take%25252520GREAT%25252520School%25252520Meal%25252520Photos..mp4%2526data=05%25257C02%25257CVelascoM1%252540michigan.gov%25257Ca8bd66cbb1304edb874008ddfa9e9746%25257Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%25257C0%25257C0%25257C638942281230841031%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata=0KzITETDGGi4OR1P8O8DN8uhgh%25252BgANnJtALnf5hwl2k%25253D%2526reserved=0%2F1%2F0101019ada4f698d-61d3812e-1265-459b-bfec-5fdeb0f728a6-000000%2FmwLLrs0Revjr8e9SPkEa81huA8jEvtjxsXUZGIM9NKk=433/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/XaVMXtCyoP5WuqskaU7aPBs8r-flyoFOSmyQyK_xS_4=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl=https%25253A%25252F%25252Fdocs.google.com%25252Fforms%25252Fd%25252Fe%25252F1FAIpQLSeH-QiXu580x1q8m2w_tPerHyCBGQD8Dh1hKqURVl2AhcxlZw%25252Fviewform%25253Fusp%25253Dsend_form%2526data=05%25257C02%25257CVelascoM1%252540michigan.gov%25257C3e17d7f1c4144760633f08dd9ed3e6bc%25257Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%25257C0%25257C0%25257C638841356616556962%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata=cf%25252B9CuWHDKHwrxx6V6qH038ukJTySuc2In9Djv8lbiE%25253D%2526reserved=0%2F1%2F0101019ada4f698d-61d3812e-1265-459b-bfec-5fdeb0f728a6-000000%2FSag6FdWSlJwe8S5oUC_y5IyiYoA2QdSdlbj1DTmp3gs=433/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/PbS9GuugYj6L7AO3IdDHCe2fAGbRpc9IF94v41sUq9k=442
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fus06web.zoom.us%252Fwebinar%252Fregister%252FWN_3XE53r-JT4S-A0-OyMJ4kg%26data=05%257C02%257CMatternE%2540michigan.gov%257C231f6d129f46416961ef08de3373701e%257Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%257C0%257C0%257C639004768048172628%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vhAJlnr%252BPXYOS8K8cUHlvwhbOAUmFUZGo%252FI5jIxRg98%253D%26reserved=0/1/0101019c04cf8a32-4b29091b-3168-4f2e-9268-0fefa11a03f0-000000/U3ZFP3taGfaPyILxmSCA4Y1x9CmOIaM4eSlDSgGDwtA=442
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Tuesday, April 14, 2026 – MDOT Aeronautics Auditorium, Lansing, MI  

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 - Forrest Hills Fine Arts Center, Grand Rapids MI   

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 - Wayne RESA, Annex Building, Wayne MI   

Wednesday, April 29, 2026 - Kirtland University Center, Gaylord, MI   

Monday, May 18, 2026 - Marquette-Alger RESA, Marquette, MI     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

School Meals Overview Workshop  

June date added in Big Rapids! 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026- Day 1: Register Here  

Wednesday, June 17, 2026 - Day 2:  Register Here   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday at 2   

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 -2pm-  NexSys Access and Drawdowns: Register 
here    

Tuesday, February 10, 2026 -2pm- Excess Fund Balance: Register here   

Tuesday, February 17, 2026 -2pm- Procurement Series - Food Service 
Contracts and Renewal Procedures:  Register here    

Tuesday, February 24, 2026 -2pm- Smart Snacks: Register here    

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 -2pm- Food Safety Plan: Register here    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thinking Thursday   

Thursday, February 19, 2026 -2pm- At Risk Afterschool Program: Register here 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Us 

Email: MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov 

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving the Child Nutrition 
Programs News and Updates and Bulletins, visit Child Nutrition Programs News 
and Updates Subscription.  
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Support 

School Nutrition Programs 
www.Michigan.gov/SchoolNutrition 
Email: MDE-
SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov 

Summer Food Service Program 
www.Michigan.gov/SFSP 
Email: MDE-SFSP@Michigan.gov 

Child and Adult Care Food Program 
www.Michigan.gov/CACFP 
Email: MDE-CACFP@Michigan.gov 

 

Food Distribution 
www.Michigan.gov/MDE-FDP 
Email: MDE-FMFD@Michigan.gov 

Fiscal and Administrative Services 
www.Michigan.gov/MDE-FAST 
Email: MDE-Fiscal@Michigan.gov 

Procurement and Contracts 
www.Michigan.gov/MDE-
FoodServiceContracts 
Email: MDE-FSMC-
Vended@Michigan.gov 

 

  

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 
should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form 
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 
online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by 
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written 
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged 
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to 
USDA by: 

1. mail:  
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax:  
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email:  
Program.Intake@usda.gov  
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