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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Unanticipated School Closure training for all child nutrition programs. My name is Kari Day, and I am the Summer Food Service Program Consultant with the Michigan Department of Education, Office of Nutrition Services. 



Agenda

• USC Overview
• 12 (l) Waivers
• USC for Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
• USC for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
• USC for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
• USC Requirements
• Record Keeping
• Meal Pattern and Food Safety

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today I will be discussing:

An overview of USC ​
12 (l) Waivers​
USC for the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)​
USC for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP)​
USC for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
I will go over USC Requirements​
Record Keeping​
Meal Pattern and Food Safety



What is USC?

Unanticipated School Closure (USC) allows state agencies, school 
food authorities (SFAs), and sponsors to quickly respond to 
unanticipated school closures due to natural disasters, 
unscheduled major building repairs, court orders relating to 
school safety or other issues, labor-management disputes, or 
similar unanticipated causes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
USC allow state agencies, school food authorities (SFAs), and sponsors to quickly respond to unanticipated school closures due to natural disasters, unscheduled major building repairs, court orders relating to school safety or other issues, labor-management disputes, or similar unanticipated causes.

Each federal child nutrition program uses USC in different ways, and this will be explained over the next few slides.





Summer Food Service Program 
(SFSP) USC 

• Sponsors that have participated in the SFSP within the past 2 years 
are eligible to serve under SFSP USC.

• USC Sites must be eligible for SFSP.

• School sites are not permitted to serve meals under SFSP USC (MDE has 
applied for waivers each year to allow school sites to serve meals under USC).

• Meals must be served in a congregate setting.

• All administrative program requirements are the same as in traditional SFSP.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to be eligible to participate in USC-SFSP, a sponsor is required to have participated in SFSP in the past two years, the site must also be eligible for traditional SFSP thought either income eligibility or area eligibility and historically, school sites were not permitted to run USC-SFSP, meaning if an unanticipated event occurred at a school site, the sponsor could not serve meals at another school site. 

However, MDE has applied for a waiver each year to allow school sites to serve meals through USC. In USC-SFSP, meals must be served in a congregate setting. 

Additionally, all administrative program requirement are the same as in traditional SFSP.  Such as 

Meal Pattern​
Meal Counting​
Claims​
Recordkeeping​
Procurement
Staff Training​
Civil Rights​- and 
Communication and Community Outreach




12 (l) Waivers

• Waivers allow for non-congregate meal service when congregate meal service 
operations are limited due to USC.

• National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP)
• Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
• Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
• Non-congregate meals may be served with or without virtual learning.
• Sponsors are approved for up to 10 consecutive serving days. 
• Extensions may be granted if needed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Michigan Department of Education, Office Nutrition Services has requested and has been granted a series of 12(l) waivers that allow non-congregate meal service in the: 

National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program , the Summer Food Service Program, and the Child and Adult Care Food Program when congregate meal service operations are limited do unanticipated events explained in the previous slide.

With these waivers, State agencies can approve non-congregate meal service, with or without virtual learning, for up to 10 consecutive operating days for a school food authority or non-school sponsors without prior notice to FNS. Extensions may be requested, as necessary.

In the next several slides, details of these waivers for each federal child nutrition program will be discussed.





Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
Waivers for this program can be used when a school building is closed due to unanticipated causes when virtual 
learning is not available. These waivers are effective through June 30, 2026. USC -SFSP waivers allow for:

• Non-Congregate Meal Service
• Children can take their meals to be eaten off-site.
• Maximum of seven days’ worth of meals may be distributed at one time.

• Meals are distributed only for days the site is closed.

• Meal Service Times
• There is no requirement for meals to be served at least one hour after the previous 

meal or snack.

• Parent and Guardian Meal Pick-up
• Parents and guardians can pick meals up on their child's behalf.  Children are not 

required to be present.

• Service of Meals at School Sites
• School buildings may be used to serve meals during an unanticipated school closure.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Waivers for SFSP can be used when a school building is closed due to unanticipated causes when virtual learning is not available. These waivers are effective through June 30th, 2026. 

USC-SFSP allows Non- congregate meal service where children can take their meals and eat offsite. Sponsors may only distribute meals for days the site is closed  and are allowed to distribute up to 7 days' worth of meals at a time. 

There's no requirement for meals to be served at least 1 hour after the previous meal, or snack.

and parents and guardians can pick up meals on their child's behalf. Children do not need to be present.

Also, school buildings may be used to serve meals during the unanticipated closure.






National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and 
School Breakfast Program (SBP)

Waivers for this program are intended to provide needed flexibility to support School Food Authorities (SFA) in 
continuing to offer nutritious meals when school buildings are closed, and virtual classes are being offered. These 
waivers are  effective through June 30, 2026. USC NSLP waivers allow for:

• Non-Congregate Meal Service
• Children can take their meals to be eaten off-site.
• Maximum of five days’ worth of meals may be distributed at one time.

• Meal Service Times
• Lunch may be served outside the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

• Parent/Guardian Meal Pick-up
• Parents and guardians can pick meals up on their child's behalf.  Students do not need to 

be present.

• Offer Verses Serve
• Senior High Schools (as defined by the State educational agency) are not required to 

participate in offer verses serve.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Waivers the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program are intended to provide needed flexibility to support School Food Authorities (SFA) in continuing to offer nutritious meals when school buildings are closed, and virtual classes are being offered. 

These waivers are effective through June 30, 2026. 

Meals are claimed through the National School Lunch and Breakfast Program as normal. However, documentation of the non-congregate meals should be kept.

USC-NSLP and SBP waivers allow for non-congregate meal service where students can take their meals to be eaten off site. 

Sponsors may only distribute meals for days the site is closed and are allowed to distribute up to 5 days' worth of meals at a time. 
Also, Lunch may be served outside the hours of 10 Am and 2 Pm making it easier for families to pick up meals after working hours. 

Parents and guardians can pick up meals for their child, students do not need to be present. Additionally, offer versus served is waived for senior high school.



Child and Adult Care Program (CACFP):
These waivers are intended to provide needed flexibility to support centers in continuing to offer nutritious meals 
during unanticipated school closures. These waivers are effective through June 30, 2026. These waivers allow for:

• Non-Congregate Meal Service
• Children can take their meals to be eaten off-site.
• Seven days’ worth of meals may be distributed at one time.

• Meal Service Times
• Meals and snacks do not have to served after the child’s school day.

• Parent/Guardian Meal Pick-up
• Parents and guardians can pick meals up on their child's behalf.  Students are not required 

to be present.

• Enrichment Activity 
• Organized educational enrichment activities are not a requirement.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The CACFP waiver applies to child care centers, adult day centers, emergency shelters, day care home, outside-school-hours care centers, and at-risk afterschool sites. These waivers are intended to provide flexibility needed to support child and adult care centers in continuing to offer nutritious meals during unanticipated school closures.

Meals are claimed through CACFP as normal and all the same eligibility requirements still apply for program. 

These waivers are effective through June 30th, 2026. CACFP waivers allows for non-congregate meal service. Sponsors may only distribute meals for days the site is closed and are allowed to distribute up to 7 days' worth of meals at one time. Parents and guardians can pick up meals for their children, students are not required to be present. During an unanticipated closure, meals and snacks do not have to be served after the typical school day ends.

There is not a requirement for an organized educational enrichment activity, but it is still a best practice.





To provide non-congregate 
meal service during 

Unanticipated School Closure

Is virtual learning/instruction provided?

Yes

National School 
Lunch Program

No
Unanticipated School Closure – 
Summer Food Service Program 

or
Child and Adult Care Food 

Program
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Presentation Notes
In summary – if you want to serve non-congregate meals during unanticipated school closure, the program for which you will serve and claim through depends on if virtual learning will be offered or not. 

If there is virtual instruction – you will serve and claim meals through the NSLP

If there is not virtual instruction – you will serve and claim meals through USC-SFSP 

If there is not enrichment activities in your ARAS program– you will serve and claim meals through CACFP



HOW TO SERVE 
MEALS 

THROUGH USC

To serve and claim meals using these 
waivers a sponsor must:

• Watch this recorded training.

• Complete theMeal Service During 
Unanticipated School Closure Request 
Form

• on the MDE-SFSP website located 
under How to Apply.

• USC- SFSP only: Sponsors must amend 
their CNP: Coordinated Application in 
NexSys and update the calendar for 
days the site served meals.

Presenter Notes
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To use these waivers, sponsors must watch this recorded training and complete the meal service during unanticipated school closure request form on the MDE-SFSP website located under How to Apply. Be sure to only complete the form if you are going to participate in USC. Don't submit a form just in case. 

The form should be completed as soon as you know the site will be closed and you are going to serve meals. MDE staff will review the request as soon as possible and get back to you with the approval or denial.

For USC- SFSP only: Sponsors must amend their CNP: Coordinated Application in NexSys, and update the calendar for days the site served meals. The application must be amended by the end of the month that USC was used.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2FGEMS%2FUser%2FSSOLanding.aspx%3Fqcode%3Di1tj1dae&data=05%7C02%7CDayK%40michigan.gov%7C413f908c5e4b4ebb325808de0bfa7f1b%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638961367652465143%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NQst467UGjWkOlIPYb5Z2hbEbKVFQB94Uy72AFVkdZU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2FGEMS%2FUser%2FSSOLanding.aspx%3Fqcode%3Di1tj1dae&data=05%7C02%7CDayK%40michigan.gov%7C413f908c5e4b4ebb325808de0bfa7f1b%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638961367652465143%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NQst467UGjWkOlIPYb5Z2hbEbKVFQB94Uy72AFVkdZU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2FGEMS%2FUser%2FSSOLanding.aspx%3Fqcode%3Di1tj1dae&data=05%7C02%7CDayK%40michigan.gov%7C413f908c5e4b4ebb325808de0bfa7f1b%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638961367652465143%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NQst467UGjWkOlIPYb5Z2hbEbKVFQB94Uy72AFVkdZU%3D&reserved=0


Point of Service Record 
Keeping

All records must to be accurate, and meals must be counted at the point of service (POS).

• SFSP: Daily meal count form, multiple meal count form, or POS system

• NSLP: School roster or POS system. Keep a list of sites and dates that 
do meal distribution.

• CACFP: School roster or POS, can be taken by name (enrolled) or by 
head count for unenrolled programs

All records must be kept on file for three years plus the current year.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All records need to be accurate, and meals must be counted at the point of service (POS).

SFSP sponsors must use a daily meal count form, a multiple meal count form, or their POS system.

NSLP sponsors must use a school roster or their POS system. If a school is not CEP,  meals must be claimed as free, reduced, or paid even with Michigan school meals. It should be noted that they are non-congregate meals.

CACFP POS can be taken by name (enrolled) or by head count for unenrolled programs


And remember all records must be kept on file for three years plus the current year




Meal Pattern and Food Safety

• Sponsors must follow the required meal pattern for the program in 
which they are serving.

• If you are claiming your meals through SFSP, you must follow 
that meal pattern.

• Sponsors must adhere to all food safety regulations
• Cold food must be kept at 41 degrees or below
• Hot food must be kept at 135 degrees or above
• If meals are held in coolers or warmers, temperatures must be 

taken and kept on-site.

• Sponsors must include instructions for storing and/or heating.

• Sponsors may not serve bulk food items other than fresh fruit and 
vegetables, juice, and milk.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sponsors must follow the required meal pattern for the program in which you're serving. If you are claiming meals under SFSP, you must alter your meal pattern so that it meets the SFSP meal pattern. 

Sponsors must adhere to all food safety regulations. Remember that cold food must be kept at 41 degrees or below, and hot food must be kept at 135 degrees, or above.

If meals are held in coolers or warmers, temperatures must be taken and kept on site. Sponsors must include instructions for storing and heating food that you're serving.

Sponsors may not serve bulk food items other than fresh fruit and vegetables, juice, and milk



Staff 
Training

• All staff must be trained according to 
specific program regulations in which 
they are serving. 

• Civil Rights training must be taken 
annually.

• Online Training Modules (michigan.gov)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All staff must be trained according to specific program regulations for which they're serving, and civil rights training must be taken annually. 



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/training/online-training-modules#more
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/training/online-training-modules#more
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/training/online-training-modules#more


Thank you!

For more information please contact:

MDE-SFSP@michigan.gov

MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov 

MDE-CACFP@michigan.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For more information regarding USC Waivers, please reach out to one of the Child Nutrition emails provided on this slide.

Thank you for attending this webinar and have a great day.

mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov
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