
Required IEP Team Participants and Roles
In the journey of education, every student deserves the opportunity to flourish. For students with 
disabilities, tailored support through an Individualized Education Program (IEP) serves as a vital road 
map, crafted with care, to address each student’s unique needs. The Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) requires IEPs be designed in collaboration with school staff and parents to 
determine a student’s personalized goals and the specific services required to help students succeed 
academically, socially, and emotionally. The IEP embodies the commitment of schools to provide equitable 
access to quality education, ensuring every student, regardless of their challenges, has the resources 
they need to thrive. Understanding the roles and purposes of the IEP Team participants empowers 
families to advocate effectively for their child, fostering a partnership to pave the way for success.
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Required IEP Team Participants

Parent/Guardian: Child Expert
The parent plays a vital role in providing valuable information about their child’s strengths, interests, 
abilities, and concerns that need to be addressed along with other factors that may be connected to school 
performance (i.e., medical history, changes in the home environment, social skills). Parent input is information 
about the student from a unique perspective and is a required consideration of IEP Teams. Additionally, the 
child may also participate as a team member. When a student reaches the age of majority (18 in Michigan), 
the parents’ rights transfer to the student unless guardianship has been established.

Family Matters fact sheets are intended to enhance public understanding of Michigan's special education system 
and are not a substitute for official laws and regulations. 

Student: Who It’s All About
Students with disabilities are encouraged to be invited and participate in their IEP Team meetings, when 
appropriate, to express their strengths, preferences, interests, and areas where they may need additional support. 
Each student with a disability becomes a required IEP Team participant who must be invited to the IEP Team 
meeting to develop a transition plan, discuss postsecondary goals, and determine transition services needed to 
help the student reach their goals, no later than the IEP that will be in place when the student turns 16. When 
the child reaches the age of majority (18 in Michigan), they assume the right to make all educational decisions for 
themselves unless the parent has established guardianship. Parents may be invited to an IEP Team meeting when 
the child reaches the age of majority, but the parent is no longer a required IEP Team member.

General Education Teacher: Content Expert
The child’s general education teacher is a required participant in the development of the IEP when the child 
is, or may be, participating in general education. The general education teacher has a very important role 
in ensuring the child is provided a Free Appropriate Public Education in the Least Restrictive Environment. 
The general education teacher is the content expert who has knowledge of current and future grade 
level expectations for performance in the Michigan Merit Curriculum and Common Core State Standards 
(curriculum, behavioral and social), which means they know what other students are expected and able to 
do in that grade. The general education teacher will report on the child’s ability to access and make progress 
in the general curriculum and identify skills and additional supports or modifications the child needs to 
participate and make progress in general education.
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Required IEP Team Participants Continued

A special education provider/teacher has expertise in providing Specially Designed Instruction. The special 
education teacher has specific knowledge of a student’s disability and how it impacts performance in the 
school setting, which is crucial in identifying interventions, accommodations, modifications, programs, and 
services necessary for the student to succeed in progressing in the general curriculum and on their annual IEP 
goals. If the child spends any portion of the school day in a special education program, the special education 
teacher/provider is a required participant of the IEP Team. The special education teacher facilitates the 
meeting and can provide information on the student’s progress towards prior IEP goals.

District Representative: Process Expert

A school district representative (e.g. principal, special education director, or other administrator) who is 
qualified to supervise the provision of services is required to be a part of the IEP Team. This individual must 
be knowledgeable of the general education curriculum and placement options, and must have the ability to 
commit district resources. The District Representative is responsible for ensuring all required staff attend the 
IEP Team meeting. A district representative will attend all IEP Team meetings, including IEP Team meetings 
for students whose placement is in another district or center-based program.

Evaluation Team Representative: Impact Expert

A representative from the evaluation team is the impact expert at the IEP Team meeting. This person 
interprets evaluation data and identifies instructional implications related to the student’s success in the 
general education curriculum. This individual is often referred to as the Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team 
(MET) Representative. Often, the special education teacher/provider is also a member of the MET. When this 
is the case, the special education teacher/provider can fulfill two roles at the IEP Team meeting, documenting 
the individual’s name in both roles in the IEP.

*Participating Transition Agency Representative

When an IEP Team meeting is scheduled for the purpose of developing postsecondary goals and transition 
services, the district must determine if a participating agency is likely to be responsible for providing or paying 
for transition services. If there is such an agency, the district must obtain consent from the parent guardian, 
or the student who has reached the age of majority, prior to inviting a community agency representative.

Speech and Language Pathologist

A speech and language pathologist is a licensed professional who provides speech and language support 
individually or in group settings. A speech and language pathologist may help the child with receptive and 
expressive communication, and may provide support for oral motor development or other related needs. 
A speech and language pathologist serves as the special education provider for students who only receive 
speech and language services and may also serve as the Evaluation Team Representative.

Additional Members Who May be Identified by a Student’s IEP Team as Having Knowledge 
of the Student

Special Education Provider/Teacher: Intervention Expert



Resources

•	 Center for Parent Information and Resources (CPIR) 
— The IEP Team

•	 Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education 
(MARSE)

•	 Michigan Department of Education Office of Special 
Education (MDE OSE): Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) Development Process

•	 PACER Center: How do I work with my child’s IEP 
team to prepare for adulthood?

information, support, and education
Michigan Alliance for Families

Michigan Alliance for Families: 
Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET)

The IEP Team may also elect to consult with additional individuals during IEP development. These 
individuals include, but are not limited to: assistive technology specialist, blind/visually impaired 
consultant, Deaf/hard of hearing consultant, mobility consultant, paraprofessional, and/or school nurse. 

Additional Members Who May be Identified by a Student’s IEP Team as Having Knowledge 
of the Student Continued

Physical Therapist

School Social Worker

School Psychologist

A physical therapist is a licensed professional who provides supports for improving mobility. This may include 
promoting motor development and designing and implementing physical therapy interventions. A physical 
therapist may also instruct other caregivers regarding the physical management of the child or select, 
modify, or customize adaptive equipment and assistive technology. A physical therapist may also serve as the 
Evaluation Team Representative for students who require physical therapy services.

A school social worker is a licensed professional who may consult with teachers, parents, and administrators 
as well as provide counseling and support to the child. A school social worker may assist with positive 
behavior interventions and supports, academic and classroom support, and help to address social-emotional 
needs. A school social worker may also serve as the Evaluation Team Representative for students who require 
social work services.

A school psychologist is a professional who is licensed and certified and has knowledge about certain 
disabilities and conducts psychological and academic assessments. A school psychologist may provide direct 
support and interventions to the child and may also consult with teachers, families, and other school staff. 
A school psychologist generally, but not in all cases, serves as the Evaluation Team Representative for initial 
evaluations and reevaluations.

Occupational Therapist

An occupational therapist is a licensed professional who provides support to enhance the child’s ability to 
access learning and be successful in the learning environment. This may include working on handwriting or 
fine motor skills, helping to organize the child’s workspace, working with the teacher to modify the classroom 
and adapt learning materials, helping support the child’s personal living needs, such as feeding and dressing, 
or support for sensory needs. An occupational therapist may also serve as the Evaluation Team Representative 
for students who require occupational therapy services.
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