
Presentation on Literacy Updates

Delsa D. Chapman, Ed.D., deputy superintendent, Division of Assessment, 
School Improvement, and Systems Support

Corinne Edwards, Ed.D., director, Office of Educational Supports
Jen Saylor, Ph.D., assistant director, Office of Educational Supports

DeNesha Rawls-Smith, manager, Literacy Unit, Office of Educational Supports

Michigan State Board of Education Meeting
September 9, 2025



Goals

1. Expand early childhood learning opportunities
2. Improve early literacy achievement
3. Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners
4. Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students
5. Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high school  
6. Increase the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential  
7. Increase the number of certified teachers in areas of shortage  
8. Provide adequate and equitable school funding



Overview

• PA 146 of 2024 and Section 35m Timeline
• Section 35m Grant Updates and Next Steps
• Section 35n Grant Applications and Next Steps
• Public Act 146 of 2024 Update

oRequest for Submission Process for Assessments
oTechnical Assistance and Professional Learning
oGuidance

• Public Act 147 of 2024 Update
• Four Literacy Legislative Recommendations
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• Select Assessment
• Screen Students for Characteristics of Dyslexia
• Implement a Reading Intervention Program
• Implement Evidence-based Instructional Methods
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• EL Proficiency Alignment
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2027-2028 School Year

Districts will:
• Select Assessments from the Approved Assessment List
• Screen Students for Characteristics of Dyslexia
• Implement a Reading Intervention Program 
• Implement Evidence-based Instructional Methods
• Provide a Professional Development Assurance
• EL Proficiency Alignment



Section 35m Grant Updates and Next Steps

• MDE received 561 applications
o 370 for Tier 1 Curriculum
o 63 for Intervention Materials
o 129 for Professional Development

• Districts were notified of their award amounts on August 8, 2025

• Districts must submit their budgets by September 19, 2025

• Districts will receive funding in the October State Aid Payment



Section 35m Grant Updates and Next Steps

• The Section 35m Committee 
for Literacy Achievement 
(CLA) webpage has been 
updated to include a list of 
districts that were awarded 
funds, their award amounts, 
and the items they 
purchased.



Section 35n Grant Applications and Next Steps

• MDE received 115 Section 35n applications.
• The CLA members completed their review of the applications in 

August.
• MDE has identified 39 applicants to advance to the next phase of 

the competition. 
• Winning applicants will be named in the coming weeks.



Public Act 146 of 2024 Updates

• Per Section 12 of Public Act 146 of 2024, MDE sent certified letters to every 
parent or legal guardian of a pupil completing grade 3 who scored not 
proficient in reading based on the state English language arts 
assessment/Michigan Student Test for Educational Progress (M-STEP).

• Request for Submission Process: The Request for Submissions process will be 
opening for literacy partners (vendors) to apply for the Valid and Reliable 
Assessments List and the Tier 1 Elementary Curricular list later this month.

• Technical Assistance and Professional Learning: The Literacy Unit, in 
partnership with the MiMTSS TA center, continues to offer technical assistance 
through training and presentations.

• Guidance: The Literacy Unit is actively working on guidance to support the 
implementation of Public Act 146 of 2024.



Public Act 147 of 2024 Update
• Prepare for implementation: A two-phase process for implementing statutory 

requirements was initiated in fall 2024, beginning with communication to educator 
preparation providers about upcoming expectations. 

• Learning from others: Consultations with preparation counterparts and dyslexia 
centers across states with similar laws generated valuable information to inform the 
process.

• Technical support: Peer collaboration and technical support sessions were held with 
educator preparation providers to learn about the June 2025 application process for 
implementing disciplinary literacy and phase one plans for PA 147 requirements. 

• Learning from each other: A higher education literacy preparation collaborative was 
established and will meet monthly through July 2026. Priority objectives include 
continued review of higher education preparation literacy and dyslexia curricula for 
adoption, continued building of the repository of research and evidence-based 
practices, and promoting a shared vision across providers for implementing PA 147 
requirements.



Four Literacy
Legislative Recommendations 



Mandatory LETRS Training

• The Michigan Legislature should require mandatory 
LETRS training for K-5 early literacy educators, 
coaches, and administrators.

• LETRS training funding has been available for 4 years.
• 5,183 educators have completed LETRS training.
• 6,806 educators are actively participating in LETRS 
training.



Mandatory LETRS Training

• Grounded in the science of reading research and structured 
literacy

• Aligned to the requirements for professional development 
outlined in Public Act 146 of 2024 

• Provides professional development for educators in the five main 
components of literacy (phonics, phonemic awareness, 
comprehension, fluency, and vocabulary) 

• Accredited by the International Dyslexia Association 



Low Class Sizes in High Poverty 
K-3 Classrooms

Research-Based Practice: Low class sizes in high 
poverty K-3 classrooms. Low class sizes are 
particularly valuable for high concentrations of poor 
children learning and teachers teaching early literacy and 
numeracy. 



High Quality Early Literacy Materials

Research-Based Practice: High quality early 
literacy materials. 
• FY25 budget included a one-time $87 million amount in 
Section 35m for high-quality, early literacy materials for 
districts.

• 561 districts benefited from an initial grant in this area.
• We recommend a doubling of this amount for FY26, so 
that local school districts are incentivized to begin work 
on the new literacy/dyslexia law a year early.



• More in-person student instruction time
• State law requires 180 days of instruction.
• 9 forgiven days for conditions not within control of school officials.
• 2019: 7 professional development days permitted as student instructional days.
• 2023: 15 virtual days permitted as in-person student instructional days.
• These decreases permit as few as 149 days of in-person instruction, with an 

additional 15 virtual days.

More In-Person Student 
Instruction Time



Thank you
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