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Goals

1. Expand early childhood learning opportunities
2. Improve early literacy achievement
3. Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners
4. Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students
5. Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high 

school  
6. Increase the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential  
7. Increase the number of certified teachers in areas of shortage  
8. Provide adequate and equitable school funding



Overview
• What is Computer Science?

• Why Computer Science Matters…

• Computer Science Implementation in Michigan Schools

• Strategic Collaborations

• Fiscal Legislative Support

• Statutory Requirement 



What is Computer Science

Computer 
Science 

Topics in 
Education

The study of computer 
and algorithmic 
processes, including 
their principles, 
hardware and software 
designs, 
implementation, and 
their impact on society 
(Tucker et al., 2003, p. 
6)



Why Computer Science Matters Top fastest growing 
and declining jobs 
2025-30

Sources: 2025 Future of Jobs Report by World Economic Forum
              Michigan’s Hot 50 Job Outlook by DTMB



Why Computer Science Matters Top skills prioritized 
by companies in 
today’s job market

Source: 2025 Future of Jobs Report – World Economic Forum

AI and Big Data

Curiosity & Lifelong 
LearningAnalytical Thinking Technological 

Literacy

Reading, Writing, & 
Math

69% 51% 50%

45% 21%



Why Computer Science Matters

2025S Source: Project Tomorrow Computational Thinking Project



Why Computer Science Matters - example

Which One Doesn’t Belong?



Computer Science 
Implementation in 
Michigan’s Schools

Computer Science Implementation 
in Michigan Schools



Computer Science 
Implementation in 
Michigan’s Schools

Computer Science Implementation 
in Michigan Schools

West Ottawa 
Public Schools' 
STEM Programs

Source: West 
Ottawa Public 
Schools



Computer Science 
Implementation in 
Michigan’s Schools

Computer Science Implementation 
in Michigan Schools

Sources: 

k12cs.org

State of Computer Science 
Education in Michigan Report 2020               

Barrier:
• Lack of exposure to 

computer science

Solution: 
• Computer Science 

law will require 
districts to offer a 
computer science 
course in grades 9-
12



Computer Science 
Implementation in 
Michigan’s Schools

Percent of Michigan High School Offerings

Source: State of CS Report 2024



Strategic Collaborations



Fiscal Legislative Support

• MiSTEM’s CS for Michigan Collaborative provides teacher 
professional learning opportunities at low to no cost with 
scholarships

• $4,000,000 in FY24 for CS professional learning in section 99b 
of the state school aid act

• $500,000 in FY25 for CS professional learning in section 99b of 
the state school aid act

• As of June 2025, FY24 and FY25 section 99b supported:
o 1,680 teachers with CS/CT professional learning
o 994 classroom implementations
o Nearly 64,000 students

Source: 2025 99b Legislative Report



Statutory Support

By the 2027-28 school year, Michigan’s high 
schools will be required to offer at least one 

computer science course  

Michigan Compiled Law 380.1166c



1. Computer science course must meet the following
    criteria:

a) meet or exceed standards adopted by the state board of 
education

b) be listed as an option within the school’s catalog of 
courses

2. Public high schools(grades 9-12) must also make a
    good faith effort to offer the course in an in-person
    setting

Statutory Support - Requirements



• CS is an elective course that can count towards graduation as determined 
by local school districts that have requirements above and beyond the 
Michigan Merit Curriculum

• Local school districts have the flexibility to determine course titles, 
instructional frameworks, and delivery formats as long as the courses align 
with the CS standards

• CS can meet the 4th-year mathematics experience of the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum graduation requirement

• CS standards can be embedded into another subject area—such as English 
language arts, mathematics, or in a career and technical education (CTE) 
program housed within the building—where the CS content meaningfully 
supports and enhances learning in both disciplines

Statutory Support – Considerations and 
Highlighted Resources



Next Steps
• Expanded implementation guidance

• Continuous instructional supports

• Proposal for sustainable fiscal support



Thank you!
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