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Overview

• Attendance Data Trends
• Statewide Rates: overall and by student groups
• Chronic Absenteeism: overall and by student groups

• Student Supports
• Historical Efforts
• Extended Learning
• Current Local Efforts
• Next Steps



Attendance Data Trends

Statewide Overall 
Attendance Rate



Definitions
• Under the federal definition, students are “in 

attendance” if they attend class for at least half 
their scheduled hours, or for virtual students, 
participate in a scheduled check-in.

• Attendance and chronic absenteeism rate 
calculations include students who 1) were enrolled 
for at least ten days and 2) were not shared-time 
students.

• Using the criteria above, attendance rate 
is calculated as the total days attended divided by 
the total days of possible attendance.
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Statewide Attendance Rate by the Numbers

• The statewide attendance rate for 2024-25 was 
91.3%.

• This is an increase of 0.5% from the 2023-24 rate of 
90.8%. 

• The lowest attendance was among students 
experiencing homelessness, with a rate of 83.8%. This 
is 7.7% lower than the rate for students who did not 
experience homelessness.
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Statewide Attendance Rate Trend
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Source: MI School Data

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

90.5% 90.8% 91.3%

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG


Attendance Data Trends

Statewide Attendance by 
Student Groups



Attendance Rate by Economic Status
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Source: MI School Data

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Disadvantaged 88.1% 88.5% 89.1%

Not Disadvantaged 93.4% 93.6% 93.8%

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG


Attendance Rate by English Learner (EL) Status
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Source: MI School Data

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

EL 90.5% 90.5% 91.1%
Not EL 90.5% 90.8% 91.3%

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG


Attendance Rate by Homeless Status
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Source: MI School Data

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Homeless 82.4% 82.8% 83.8%

Not Homeless 90.7% 91.0% 91.5%

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG


Attendance Rate by Special Education Status

11
Source: MI School Data

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG


Attendance Rate by Student Race/Ethnicity
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Source: MI School Data

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
American Indian 89.0% 89.3% 89.7%
Asian 92.8% 92.8% 93.3%
African American 85.3% 85.8% 86.9%
Hispanic of Any Race 89.5% 89.9% 90.2%
Native Hawaiian 90.2% 90.5% 90.5%
Two or More Races 89.4% 89.7% 90.4%
White 92.1% 92.3% 92.7%

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG
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Attendance Rate by Foster Care Status
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Source: CEPI Analysis

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Students 
Experiencing 
Foster Care

86.7% 87.2% 87.3%

Students Not 
Experiencing Foster 
Care

90.5% 90.8% 91.3%



Attendance Data Trends

Statewide Chronic Absenteeism



Definitions
• Students are considered chronically absent if they 

missed 10 percent or more possible days during the 
scheduled school year and were enrolled in a 
district or building for at least 10 consecutive days.
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Statewide Percent of Chronic Absenteeism

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

30.8% 29.5% 27.9%

Percent Chronically Absent

0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-2025

School Years

Percent Chronically Absent

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

30.8% 29.5% 27.9%



Statewide Attendance Rate Ranges
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Source: CEPI Analysis



Attendance Data Trends

Statewide Chronic Absenteeism
by Student Groups
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Chronic Absenteeism by Economic Status

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Disadvantaged 41.8% 40.1% 38.6%
Not Disadvantaged 17.2% 16.1% 15.8%

Source: CEPI Analysis
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Source: CEPI Analysis

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
EL 32.7% 32.0% 30.7%
Not EL 30.7% 29.3% 27.7%

Chronic Absenteeism by English Learner (EL) Status
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Source: CEPI Analysis

Chronic Absenteeism by Homeless Status

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Homeless 60.1% 60.2% 57.4%
Not Homeless 30.2% 28.8% 27.1%
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Source: CEPI Analysis

Chronic Absenteeism by Special Education Status

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Students With Disabilities 39.5% 37.6% 35.8%

Students Without 
Disabilities 29.3% 28.1% 26.4%
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Source: CEPI Analysis

Chronic Absenteeism by Race/Ethnicity
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2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Students Experiencing 
Foster Care 44.4% 44.0% 42.5%

Students Not 
Experiencing Foster Care 30.8% 29.5% 27.8%

Source: CEPI Analysis



Attendance Rate by Chronic Absenteeism
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Source: MI School Data

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Attendance Rate (All) 90.5% 90.8% 91.3%
Attendance Rate 
(Chronically Absent) 78.8% 78.8% 79.4%

Attendance Rate (Not 
Chronically Absent) 95.5% 95.6% 95.7%

https://bit.ly/3BNS3XG


Summary: MI Attendance Data 2024-25

• Though attendance patterns are not uniform across 
student groups, most student groups saw some 
increases for the third consecutive year.

• Statewide attendance increased to 91.3% in 2024-25.

• The percentage of students who were chronically absent 
(those who missed at least 10 percent of their days 
in school) decreased by 1.6 points to 27.9%.
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Student Supports

• Historical Efforts
• Current Departmental Efforts
• Current Local Efforts
• Next Steps



Historical Efforts

• EWIMS 
 Early Warning Intervention and Monitoring System
• Attendance Works

 National project to support local districts in addressing
 chronic absenteeism via action research

• Student Engagement and Attendance Center Communities of 
Practice Professional Learning for State Education Agencies



Early Warning Intervention 
and Monitoring System (EWIMS) 
• EWIMS helps educators systematically identify students who are off 

track for graduation and make decisions about supports and 
interventions to help students meet graduation requirements.

• The American Institutes for Research (AIR) conducted a rigorous impact 
study and found that after one year of implementation, schools using 
EWIMS reduced the percentages of students with chronic absences and 
course failure.

• The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has twenty EWIMS 
coaches available to provide training and implementation support for 
schools and districts across the state.

• EWIMS coaches provided training and implementation support to 43 
identified schools in 2024-25.



Current Departmental Efforts



• The purpose of this team is to coordinate MDE’s support to intermediate 
school districts, districts, and schools in their efforts to engage students, 
improve attendance, reduce chronic absenteeism, and prevent truancy.

• This cross-office and agency team includes:

Aimee Alaniz, OHS 
Bersheril Bailey, OES
Brandon Baryo, CEPI 
Taylor Bays, CEPI
Nate Beelen, Indigenous Education 
Susan Bigelow, OSPI
Delsa Chapman, DASISS
Liesel Carlson, OPD 
Jessica Daily, MiMTSS TA Center 
Yvonne Dixon, OPD
Fawn Dunbar, CEPI
Corinne Edwards, OES 

Hussein Gharib, CEPI 
Suzanne Grambush, OES 
Diane Golzynski, F&O 
Irma Lopez-Barajas, OES 
Sarah Lenhoff, Wayne State University
Scott Martin, OHS 
Stephen Nemeckay, OES 
Liz Newell, Sups Office
Kellie Schultz, CEPI
Jeremy Singer, University of Michigan (Flint)

      MDE Attendance and Engagement 
State Team



Attendance Research Partnership 

Through the Michigan Education Research Institute 
(MERI), MDE has partnered with Wayne State 
University and the University of Michigan - Flint for 
an intensive research partnership to study 
attendance and chronic absenteeism in Michigan.



Student Attendance Improvement 
Strategies Survey

The research team, in 
consultation with MDE, 
developed a survey 
which was 
disseminated to school 
principals via MDE’s 
Weekly Communication 
(shown here).



Continued Partnership

• MDE’s Attendance and Engagement Team is using 
the survey findings and report to inform further 
refinement of the attendance guidance for 
Michigan districts.

• The intensive research continues – the researchers 
plan to extend the research further into case study 
protocols and develop a coordinated plan for 
outreach to districts.



Current Local Efforts & Outcomes: 
EWIMS Districts (n=263)

• 171 districts showed an increase in attendance 
rate

• 169 districts showed an improvement 
in chronically absent

• 149 districts showed improvement in both 
their attendance rate and chronically absent



Current Local Efforts

School District of the 
City of Flint

Attendance rate increase of 1.67% 
78.25% (24-25) vs. 76.58% (23-24)

Chronically absent decrease of     
5.7% (or 416 students)
 2,262 students (24-25) 

 vs.
   2,678 students (23-24)

Lawrence Public Schools

Attendance rate increase of 1.01% 
94.06% (24-25) vs. 93.05% (23-24)

Chronically absent decrease of 
2.2% (or 14 students)
  79 students (24-25) 

 vs.
   93 students (23-24)



Current Local Efforts

School District of the 
City of Flint

• District-wide EWIMS​ 
implementation

• Academic progress monitoring​ with 
intentional and consistent feedback

• Family engagement program in 
partnership with local agencies to 
provide support and resources for 
home and school

• “Strive for Five”​ City-wide 
Attendance Campaign

• Student Success Coordinators​

Lawrence Public Schools
• Business and industry partnerships to 

improve housing opportunities, 
resulting in families returning to the 
district.

• Implemented alternative learning 
options, including virtual and hybrid 
schedules, improving flexibility.

• Administrative staffing reduction in 
order to employ more support staff 
for direct student services to monitor 
absences with check-in protocols.

• City wide attendance campaign using 
social media as the outreach to 
engage students and their families



Next Steps

• Student Engagement and Attendance Guidance Document
     Targeted Release Date: Later this fall

• Graduation Rate Increase Guidance for Elementary Students: 
Supporting Students to and through Graduation: Ensuring a 
Solid Foundation Begins in Elementary School

    Targeted Release Date:  Later this fall



Thank You!
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