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Michigan’s Top 10 Strategic Education Plan Goals
1. Expand early childhood learning opportunities
2. Improve early literacy achievement
3. Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners
4. Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students
5. Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high school
6. Increase the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential
7. Increase the numbers of certified teachers in areas of shortage
8. Provide adequate and equitable school funding
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Michigan's Top 10 Strategic Education Plan

VISION
Every learner in Michigan’s public schools will have an inspiring, 
engaging, and caring learning environment that fosters creative and 
critical thinkers who believe in their ability to positively influence 
Michigan and the world beyond.
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Overview
• Definitions
• Current landscape
• Outcomes for students with disabilities
• Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the Least 

Restrictive Environment (LRE)
• Strategies to improve the graduation rate for students eligible for 

programs and services
• Next Steps
• Michigan Department of Education Resources (Current)
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Definitions
Disability - A student identified as having a qualifying disability that impacts learning and requires 

specialized supports and/or specially designed instruction.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) - A federal law that ensures special education 

services for eligible students.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) - A written statement for each child with a disability that is 

developed, reviewed, and revised in a meeting in accordance with §300.320 through §300.324.

Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) - Individualized services provided at no cost and aligned 

to the student’s IEP (data driven).

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) - The setting where the student receives FAPE alongside 

nondisabled peers as much as appropriate.
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/d/300.320
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/d/300.324


Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

(1) Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no way 
diminishes the right of individuals to participate in or contribute to 
society. Improving educational results for children with disabilities is an 
essential element of our national policy of ensuring equality of 
opportunity, full participation, independent living, and economic self-
sufficiency for individuals with disabilities.*

*https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statute-chapter-33/subchapter-i/1400 
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statute-chapter-33/subchapter-i/1400
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statute-chapter-33/subchapter-i/1400
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statute-chapter-33/subchapter-i/1400


Current Landscape
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Reading Proficiency Comparisons: MSTEP for 
Students with Disabilities -11th Grade
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Math Proficiency Comparisons: MSTEP for Students with 
Disabilities and Students without Disabilities – 11th Grade
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Source: MiSchool Data - https://www.mischooldata.org/high-school-state-testing-performance/
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Grade 9 Suspension: Impact on Student 
Outcomes for Students with Disabilities
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Grade 9 Suspension: Impact on Student Outcomes 
for Students with Disabilities

Suspensions remove students with disabilities from environments 
that provide access to and the opportunity to make progress in the 
general education curriculum. Suspensions are especially critical 
for 9th grade students as they begin their high school journey 
toward earning a regular high school diploma. Suspensions 
negatively impact:
• Graduation rate
• Dropout rate
• Postsecondary education
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Outcomes for Students With 
Disabilities
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Four-, Five-, and Six Year Graduation Rates for 
Students with Disabilities
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Data Source: MI School Data

Cohort 2015 2020 2024 2025

1-year 
percentage 
point (p.p.) 

change

5-year 
percentage 
point (p.p.) 

change

10-year 
percentage 
point (p.p.) 

change
4-year 57.1% 59.3% 61.0% 62.1% 1.1 p.p. 2.8 p.p. 5.0 p.p.

5-year 62.2% 63.7% 64.4% 66.0% 1.6 p.p. 2.3 p.p. 3.8 p.p.

6-year 63.4% 64.6% 64.8% 65.7% 0.9 p.p. 1.1 p.p. 2.3 p.p.

https://www.mischooldata.org/dashboard-home/


Student Outcomes Related to Percentage of Time 
in General Education* 2024-25

Gen Ed 80%+ Gen Ed 40% to 79% Gen Ed <40% Other

Total Students 34,211 5,375 4,627 6,682

Graduated 68.5% 52.6% 15.2% 7.3%

*2024-25 - Reflects their LRE as determined by their IEP team. 
Other denotes: separate facilities, homebound/hospitalization, and residential.
Data Source: MI School Data
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https://www.mischooldata.org/dashboard-home/


Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)  
in the 

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)
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Free and Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE)

• Students with a disability are entitled to a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE). 

• Schools must provide a FAPE through programs and 
services. The FAPE must meet the student’s unique 
needs and provide educational benefit.

• In the 2025-26 school year, Michigan served 
approximately 215,449 students receiving FAPE. 

• This represents 15.17% of all students in Michigan.   

Sec. 300.101 Free appropriate public education (FAPE) - Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act
Student Enrollment Counts Report

Students 
with 

Disabilities
15.17%

Students 
without 

Disabilities
84.83%

17

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.101
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.101
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.101
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.101
https://www.mischooldata.org/student-enrollment-counts-report/


18Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) Continuum



Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the Least 
Restrictive Environment (LRE) Capacity Building Visits

• Office of Special Education Programs letter providing guidance (2023)
• 3 cohorts across the state of Michigan

• Intermediate school districts (ISDs), regional educational service agencies, and their member districts

• Improvement process utilizing improvement science (data use in action)
• Ongoing Technical System to the ISD and Member Districts
• 30-, 60-, 90-day plans are developed with the Intermediate School Districts

• Local districts
• Parents
• Visit schools
• Educators
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“FAPE in the LRE” Capacity-Building Site Visit

MDE partners with intermediate school districts 
and local districts by focusing on…



Strategies to Improve the 
Graduation Rate for Students 

Eligible for Programs and Services
Building stronger systems of support across Michigan

21



Areas of Focus to Improve The Graduation Rate
22

• Strengthen meaningful collaborative engagement between general education 
and special education​

• Strengthen high-quality tiered instruction and multi-tiered systems of 
supports 

• Ensure positive behavioral interventions and supports​
• Expand high-quality professional learning and coaching​
• Improve high-quality individualized evaluations​
• Improve meaningful IEP development sequence​
• Authentic parental engagement and learning



Next Steps

1. Facilitating ongoing discussions with a variety of stakeholders
2. Leveraging research organizations
3. Leveraging professional and advocacy partnerships
4. Establish a MDE webpage focused on guidance and resources 

on improving the graduation rate for students with disabilities
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Michigan Department of Education Resources
• Profile of a Graduate
• MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center
• Dyslexia Handbook 
• Specially-Designed Instruction (SDI)
• Personal Curriculum
• Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities
• Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
• Graduation Guidance
• Michigan Integrated Continuous Improvement Process (MICIP)
• Early Warning and Intervention and Monitoring System (EWIMS)
• How Can I Become a Special Education Teacher in Michigan?
• Alternative Routes to Teacher Certification or Endorsement
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/MMC/Profile_Graduate_-_Paragraph.pdf?rev=6044b20cac4141499e23c48c9c4eecdf&hash=8236D2223C9ECE5287DE6E76228A8A2E
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/MMC/Profile_Graduate_-_Paragraph.pdf?rev=6044b20cac4141499e23c48c9c4eecdf&hash=8236D2223C9ECE5287DE6E76228A8A2E
https://mimtsstac.org/
https://mimtsstac.org/
https://mimtsstac.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Literacy-in-Michigan/MDE_Dyslexia_Handbook.pdf?rev=ce90ddd693a3423c843fb3837e1c6792&hash=19A24E92BE4144CD12E65EDA99AEEAD9
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Literacy-in-Michigan/MDE_Dyslexia_Handbook.pdf?rev=ce90ddd693a3423c843fb3837e1c6792&hash=19A24E92BE4144CD12E65EDA99AEEAD9
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/iep/SDI.pdf?rev=b7ec7d5208e0470e91b60dcf244f6f7e&hash=A9AC713B5064DB7B24A0DF33C0819CE1
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/iep/SDI.pdf?rev=b7ec7d5208e0470e91b60dcf244f6f7e&hash=A9AC713B5064DB7B24A0DF33C0819CE1
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/iep/SDI.pdf?rev=b7ec7d5208e0470e91b60dcf244f6f7e&hash=A9AC713B5064DB7B24A0DF33C0819CE1
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/iep/SDI.pdf?rev=b7ec7d5208e0470e91b60dcf244f6f7e&hash=A9AC713B5064DB7B24A0DF33C0819CE1
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/mmc/personal-curriculum
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/mmc/personal-curriculum
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/iep/TransitionPlanning.pdf?rev=55db1789939e4ccb8dc26495787db07e&hash=41320D9DDB33DC5135DBFF6F873FFF46
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/iep/TransitionPlanning.pdf?rev=55db1789939e4ccb8dc26495787db07e&hash=41320D9DDB33DC5135DBFF6F873FFF46
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/evaluations-ieps/ieps
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/evaluations-ieps/ieps
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/graduation-guidance
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/graduation-guidance
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/micip
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/micip
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/early-warning
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/early-warning
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/approvals/BecomingSpecialEducationTeacher_Michigan.pdf?rev=96028cb71bce4c538aba874a8264901c
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/approvals/BecomingSpecialEducationTeacher_Michigan.pdf?rev=96028cb71bce4c538aba874a8264901c
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/ed-serv/ed-cert/cert-guidance/alternative-routes-to-teacher-cert-or-endorsement
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/ed-serv/ed-cert/cert-guidance/alternative-routes-to-teacher-cert-or-endorsement


Thank 
you!
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