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March is Reading Month 
and Literacy Updates

Delsa D. Chapman, Ed.D., deputy superintendent,                 
Division of Assessment, School Improvement, and Systems Support

Corinne Edwards, Ed.D., director,                                             
Office of Educational Supports 

DeNesha Rawls-Smith, literacy unit manager,                          
Office of Educational Supports

State Board of Education Meeting
March 11, 2025



Goals
1. Expand early childhood learning opportunities
2. Improve early literacy achievement
3. Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners
4. Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students
5. Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high 

school  
6. Increase the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential  
7. Increase the number of certified teachers in areas of shortage  
8. Provide adequate and equitable school funding
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Overview
• Student Spotlight: Grant Middle School
• March is Reading Month Efforts
• Diversity in Literature Webinar Series: The How and Why 
of Literacy

• Literacy Updates: 35m and PA 146 of 2024
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Student Spotlight: Grant Middle School

Guest Presenters:
Danette Gesler, grade 5 teacher, Grant Middle School
Sandy Morris, media specialist, Grant Middle School
Jamie Presler, principal, Grant Middle School
Anna, student, Grant Middle School
La’Miyah, student, Grant Middle School
Angel, student, Grant Middle School
Lucia, student, Grant Middle School
Max, student, Grant Middle School



The Michigan Department of Education 
Celebrated March is Reading Month
with Grant Middle School in 2024

MDE representatives visited our school 
to see what we do here and deliver 50 
books for our school library.  



Last year . . . 

Book Face

This year . . . 
Bookopoly

How many bookopolies can 
you read in one month?



Our media specialist is AMAZING!

Bookmark 
Contest

Blind Date 
with a 
Book

Look Who 
Got 

Caught 
Reading

Who’s 
Got the 
Feels



Why are we doing this?

Reading is FUN!



Everyone Deserves an Education

Our students want to be:
effective communicators
effective collaborators
content masters
critical thinkers
creative innovators
confident in our abilities
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March is Reading Month Efforts

Increase literacy engagement by sharing district and 
state initiatives 
• Reflections from the Michigan Reads Interactive Initiative 

2024
• MDE Reads Initiative
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Diversity in Literature: The How and Why of 
Literacy Symposium Webinar Series

• Date: March 2025 – September 2025
• Keynote speaker: Mr. Deon Butler 
• Upcoming Webinar Highlights: 
o Literacy for All Presentation
oMDE Dyslexia Handbook



3/10/2025 WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/MDE 12

Literacy Updates
• Section 35m: Committee for Literacy Achievement (CLA)

o Vendor Webinar Recordings Posted on 2/28/2025
o The Request for Submission is open from 2/28/2025-3/14/2025
o Critical Evaluations will occur March 2025 – May 2025

• Public Act 146 of 2024
o State-wide technical assistance provided by MDE Literacy Unit and 

MiMTSS TA Center
o Professional development opportunities by MDE Literacy Unit and 

MiMTSS TA Center
o Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling (LETRS) 

training (ongoing)
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Thank you!
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