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Presentation on Goal 2 of the Michigan Strategic Education
Plan: Improve Early Literacy Achievement, and March Is
Reading Month

Delsa D. Chapman, Ed.D., deputy superintendent, Division of Assessment,
School Improvement, and Systems Support

Jen Saylor, Ph.D., interim director, Office of Curriculum and Instruction
DeNesha Rawls-Smith, manager, Literacy Unit, Office of Curriculum and Instruction

Michigan State Board of Education Meeting
March 10, 2026
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Goals

Expand early childhood learning opportunities
Improve early literacy achievement

ncrease the percentage of all students who graduate from high school

Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners
Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students

ncrease the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential

ncrease the number of certified teachers in areas of shortage
Provide adequate and equitable school funding
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MICHIGAN

Overview

* March Is Reading Month

 MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law (Public Act 146 of 2024) Request for
Submissions Evaluation Process
o Valid and Reliable Screening and Progress Monitoring Assessments List

o Evidence-based Tier-1, Class-wide Elementary Literacy Curricula List

* National Recognition for Michigan’s Literacy Efforts

o EdWeek Market Brief Article
o The Reading League
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March Is Reading Month
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MICHIGZN

March Is Reading Month

MDE Reads! Initiative

This month, over 98
Michigan Department of
Education (MDE) employees,
State Board of Education

members, and Michigan K. T
Department of Lifelong i Cin jir

Education, Advancement,
and Potential (MiLEAP)
employees will visit

K-12 classrooms across the
state to read aloud students.
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Guest Readers have o Blgl
been requested —:- fB
for 181 visits from
across the state
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MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law
(Public Act 146 of 2024)
Request for Submissions Evaluation Process




K-12 Literacy and
Dyslexia Law and

Provide Professional
Learning Guidance

*By January 1, 2026

Recommend or
Develop a Literacy
Coach
Model

Proposed
December 2026

Select Assessment
Screen Students for Characteristics of Dyslexia
Implement a Reading Intervention Program
Implement Evidence-based Instructional Methods
PD Assurance
EL Proficiency Alignment

*Beginning of

2027-2028 SY

Assessments

TA/PD re: Individual

TA/PD: Selection of

Reading
Improvement Plan
*Beginning of

SY
2024-25

. .
PA 35m TlmEIlne Provide list of:
e Tier1
1 46 TA/PD: Dyslexia & Curriculum &
Structured Literacy Notify Parents of Materials
(Currently :> Not Proficient * Assessments
being implemented) Scores on M-Step
*By January 1,
*By September 1, 2025 *By July 31, 2025 2026
I

SY
2025-26

2027-2028 SY

*By September 1, 2026

SY SY
2026-27 2027-28

KEY:

MDE LEA

Responsibilities

Responsibilities

*Bold font= Date/responsibilities required by statute
Regular font= MDE self-imposed dates/responsibilities

| ' 11
Post .
Create . . Allocate Funding
Committee for CLA R::I:I(":gs.l"lSt October 1, 2025
Literacy Critically or Materials
Achievement Evaluates and PD
(CLA) Literacy &
December 2024 (Curriculum) P.OSt .
Materials and Application
Professional June 2025
Development
March-May Select Curriculum
2025 Materia.ls or Begin
Professional Implementation
Devel:(pment October 2025

Apply for Funding
June 2 - July 11, 2025
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"MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law
(Public Act 146 of 2024)

Evaluations: Valid and Reliable Screening and Progress

Monitoring Assessments List (1 of 2)

* Assessment Review Team (ART) was trained in the National Center for
Intensive Intervention (NCII) Academic Screening Tools Chart and Academic
Progress Monitoring Tools Chart by Aleksis Kincaid

* MDE opened the Request for Submissions for 2 weeks

* Three phase process

1.
2.

3.

Initial review, followed by an outreach to vendors

Evaluation of the screening assessment portion of the submission, followed by an
office hour for successful submissions

Final evaluation, related to the progress components, followed by office hours
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MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law
(Public Act 146 of 2024)
Evaluations: Valid and Reliable Screening and Progress
Monitoring Assessments List (2 of 2)

* Each literacy submission was reviewed independently by 3 reviewers
e Consensus scoring

* Results released privately to vendors

* Results released to field

 Office Hours held to provide vendor feedback
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Assessment Review Process Next Steps

In January 2026, MDE opened an additional K-3 screening and progress
monitoring assessment Request for Submission (RFS) that will remain
open until September 30, 2026. MDE will conduct reviews of
submissions and update the list using the following schedule:

RFS Submitted By Updated List
January 30, 2026, 11:59pm March 2026
April 30, 2026, 11:59pm July 2026
September 30, 2026, 11:59pm December 2026
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K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law
(Public Act 146 of 2024)
Evaluations: Tier-1 Curriculum Materials Review Process
(1 of 2)

* Curriculum Materials Review Team was trained in the review tools
used to create the rubric, including training by Kari Kurto from the
National Reading League

* Three Phase Review Process
1. The Reading League Curriculum Evaluation Guide
2. EdReports
3. ESSA Levels of Evidence
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K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law
(Public Act 146 of 2024)
Evaluations: Tier-1 Curriculum Materials Review Process
(2 of 2)

* Each submission was reviewed independently by 3 reviewers
* Consensus scoring

* Results released privately to vendors

* Results released to field

 Office Hours held to provide vendor feedback

* Ongoing review cycles continue through September 2026




Tier 1 Curriculum Review Next Steps

* This month, MDE will open an evidence-based Tier 1, class-
wide elementary reading curricula RFS that will remain open
until September 20, 2026.

 MDE will conduct reviews of submissions and update the
lists using the following schedule:

RFS Submitted By Update List
April 30, 2026, 11:59pm July 2026
September 30, 2026, 11:59pm December 2026
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National Recognition
for Michigan’s Literacy Efforts




Students
First DUCHICAN

National Recognition
for Michigan (10f2)

On January 23, 2026, EdWeek
Market Brief published an
article detailing Michigan’s
process for creating the
Screening and Progress
Monitoring Assessment List
and the Evidence-based Tier-1
Class-wide Elementary Reading
Curricula List.
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How Michigan’s Process for Building
Approved Literacy Materials Lists Is
Raising the Bar for Companies

Behind The Scenes Of The State's Process For Evaluating ‘Science Of
Reading’ Materials

e By Emma Kate Fittes — January 23,2026 (%) 9 min read
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National Recognition
for Michigan (2 of2)

£

SPOTLIGHT ON MICHIGAN

Michigan provides a strong model for using the CNRs effectively:

Th € Re d d i n g Le a g ue i N CI u d € d d The Michigan review team consisted of Reading League-trained statewide literacy experts
Spotlight on Michigan in its 2025 who were knowledgeable about the purpose and use of both the CEG and CNRs
State_ Leve | G u i d ance fo r Th e Rea d i ng CNRs were the primary gateway for curriculum review.

Le a g § e’s C ur ri cu I um Eva I u at i on Publishers without a completed CNR were required to complete the CEGs

independently, linking evidence from their instructional materials to support the claims.

G u id e I i nes an d Cu rri Ccu I um N aVigatiO n The Michigan team also considered external evidence sources, including EdReports.

Re po rtS : E m powe ri N g StateS This review exan?ined thfe exten.t to !.'n:rhich Tier1, evidelnce-basled,l class-wlide |
’ elementary reading curricula align with research on high-quality instructional materials
D | St ri Cts an d SC h 00 | S to M a ke and are designed to support student learning, teacher differentiation, and knowledge
. ! . . .. building. The team also reviewed evidence from the What Works Clearinghouse to
EVl d en Ce'AI |g ne d I_ | te I'a Cy D ecCiIsions assess whether the materials demonstrated a history of improving student outcomes.
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Thank You
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