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Goals

1. Expand early childhood learning opportunities
2. Improve early literacy achievement
3. Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners
4. Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students
5. Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high school  
6. Increase the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential  
7. Increase the numbers of certified teachers in areas of shortage  
8. Provide adequate and equitable school funding
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Literacy and Dyslexia Legislation 
(PA 147)

Beginning September 30, 2027, ALL traditional teacher preparation programs and alternative route teaching 
programs MUST offer instruction regarding all of the following:

(a) The characteristics of dyslexia and underlying factors that place pupils at risk for difficulties in learning to 
decode accurately and efficiently. 

(b) The secondary consequences of dyslexia, such as problems in reading comprehension and a reduced 
reading experience that can impede the growth of vocabulary and background knowledge and that can lead to 
social, emotional, and behavioral difficulties. 

(c) Instructional adjustments for pupils with dyslexia and instructional adjustments for addressing underlying 
factors that place pupils at risk for difficulties in learning to decode accurately and efficiently. 

(d) Methods for developing schoolwide and classroom infrastructure that meet the collective and individual 
needs of pupils using a multi-tiered system of support (MTSS).
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PA 147, continued

(e) For certification or endorsements that involve reading instruction, language arts, or special education, as 
appropriate, or for school psychologist licensure, in addition to the requirements in subdivisions (a) to (d), 
both of the following: 

(i) Evidence-based instructional methods and features of evidence-based interventions that are grounded in 
the science of reading and principles of structured literacy that are designed for pupils with characteristics of 
dyslexia and pupils at risk for difficulties in learning to decode accurately and efficiently. 

(ii) Evidence-based instructional methods and features of evidence-based interventions that are grounded in 
the science of reading and principles of structured literacy that are designed to effectively meet the needs of 
most pupils.
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Literacy Preparation Improvement:
Foundational Work (2016-2025)

New certification structure, 
featuring:

• Deeper preparation in early 
literacy and numeracy

• Focused grade bands
• Expanded clinical practice & 

PK-12 partnerships across the 
arc of teacher preparation 
programs
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Literacy Preparation Improvement:     
Foundational Work (2016-2025, cont’d) 

• Birth-kindergarten, lower elementary, 
upper elementary literacy preparation 
standards informed by Literacy Essentials 
& International Dyslexia 
Association Standards

• Disciplinary literacy preparation standards 
for middle grades and high school build on 
lower/upper elementary standards, with a 
focus on adolescent literacy
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K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Laws 
Theory of Action
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Partnerships & Collaboratives

• Supports ongoing strategy to improve literacy teacher preparation, 
PK-12

• Institution of Higher Education Literacy Collaborative: meets monthly 
to ensure understanding of requirements & showcase quality 
programming

• Two stage program review, with goal of fall 2026 availability for all 
teacher candidates

• 2025: Curriculum plans, review, and feedback
• 2026: Documentation of programs’ course of study
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Research, Practice, and 
Collaboratives that Bridge PK-20

Adrea Truckenmiller, Ph.D
Associate Professor
Department of Counseling, Educational 
Psychology and Special Education
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Literacy Preparation Collaboration, 
Local and Statewide

Danielle DeFauw, Ph.D
Chair & Professor of Reading and Language Arts
Department of Education
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All Hands On Deck for Literacy 
Achievement

Literacy 
Achievement

Educator Preparation 
Providers

Partnerships &
Collaboratives

PK-12 Partners
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Thank you!
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