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Strategic ™ Education Plan

Presentation on Literacy Updates and District Spotlight on
LETRS Implementation: Kent City Community Schools

Delsa D. Chapman, Ed.D., deputy superintendent, Division of Assessment,
School Improvement, and Systems Support

Jen Saylor, Ph.D., interim director, Office of Curriculum and Instruction
DeNesha Rawls-Smith, manager, Literacy Unit, Office of Curriculum and Instruction
Bill Crane, superintendent, Kent City Community Schools
Julie Scott, principal, Kent City Elementary School
Kathey Arlen, literacy coach, Kent City Elementary School
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Goals

Expand early childhood learning opportunities

Improve early literacy achievement

Improve the health, safety, and wellness of all learners

Expand secondary learning opportunities for all students

Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high school
Increase the percentage of adults with a post-secondary credential
Increase the number of certified teachers in areas of shortage

Provide adequate and equitable school funding
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Overview

« MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law Update

o Valid and Reliable Screening and Progress Monitoring Assessments List
o Evidence-based Tier-1, Class-wide Elementary Literacy Curricula List

« High Quality Literacy Materials (Section 35m) FY 25 Grant Updates and
Next Steps

« The Reading Excellence and Advancing District (READ) Innovation Grant
(Section 35n) FY 25 Grant Applications Updates and Next Steps

 District Spotlight on LETRS Implementation: Kent City Community
Schools
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MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law

(PA 146 of 2024) Department Responsibilities

* (4) By not later than January 1, 2026, the department
shall provide a list of approved valid and reliable screening
and progress monitoring reading assessments for selection

and use by school districts and public-school academies.

* (5) By not later than January 1, 2026, the department
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nall publish a list of evidence-based tier 1, class-wide
ementary reading curricula and materials that are

d
S

igned with science of reading methods that research has

nown to improve literacy outcomes and help pupils

achieve reading proficiency.




MCL 380.1280f, K-12 Literacy and
Dyslexia Law Update

« On December 18, 2025, the Michigan Department of
Education (MDE) published the approved Valid and
Reliable Screening and Progress Monitoring
Assessment List and the Evidence-based, Tier 1
Class-wide, Elementary Reading Curricula List to the
K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law webpage.

« Each list includes consensus documents that include
evaluation results for each literacy item.




Next Steps: Valid and Reliable Screening and
Progress Monitoring Assessments List

In January 2026, MDE will open another Request for
Submissions (RFS) that will remain open until September

2026

RFS Submitted By Updated List
January 30, 2026, 11:59 pm March 2026
April 30, 2026, 11:59 pm July 2026
September 30, 2026, 11:59 pm |December 2026




Evidence-based Tier-1, Class-wide Elementary
Reading Curricula List

 The Tier-1, class-wide, elementary reading curricula was
evaluated by the Curriculum Materials Review Team.

« At the conclusion of the evaluation process, MDE approved
three evidence-based Tier-1, class-wide elementary reading
curricula.

 The Evidence-based Tier 1, Class-wide Elementary Reading
Curricula List includes the three reading curricula and the
approved curricula on the Tier-1, Section 35m Rankings List.




Next Steps: Evidence-based Tier-1, Class-wide
Elementary Reading Curricula List

In March 2026, MDE will open another evidence-based tier-1, class-
wide elementary reading curricula RFS that will remain open until

September 30, 2026

RFS submitted by

Updated List

April 30, 2026, 11:59 pm

July 2026

September 30, 2026, 11:59 pm

December 2026




High Quality Literacy Materials (Section 35m)
FY 25 Grant Updates and Next Steps

« MDE received and approved 561 applications for Section
35m funding.

 Districts are currently submitting budgets to MDE for
approval and have the flexibility to submit budgets based
on "rolling" monthly due dates.




The Reading Excellence and Advancing District
(READ) Innovation Grant (Section 35n) FY 25
Grant Applications Updates and Next Steps

 MDE identified 39 applicants to advance to the next phase
of the competition.

* The first reporting due date for the 39 districts that
advanced to the second round is this month.

« In preparation for the first report, MDE provided districts
with technical assistance and resources.
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A Building-wide Initiative Championed by Teachers

LETRS grew organically here, it came from the teachers.
When you have that level of interest in academic innovation coming from your teachers, it's more likely to work.

What are the godls for educator learning?

Improving Teaching Practices
Building Teacher Knowledge aemaahes s e ol st
Elevating Teacher Confidence cooh oty ot
Impacting Student Achievement

Providing Foundational Knowledge
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LETRS: Bridge to Practice Kindergarten
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Mrs. Heather Carison

LETRS Volume 1: Unit 2

Phonological Awareness

Sound Wall

Articulatory Features



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1D9qQKUpIN3y8nL6BmY3-go-mHJrmR2Wm/view

LETRS: Bridge to Practice Third Grade
Mrs. Sarah Schutt =l }*...... [ A ~
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LETRS Volume 2: Unit 7

Text-Driven Comprehension

LETRS Volume 2: Unit 8

The Reading-Writing Connection



http://drive.google.com/file/d/107IbOuVVUjjAaSbrp8JUyNSE2wQs_K7T/view

% _GREAT Readers and Writers
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Thank you
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