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Goal 5 -Increase the percentage of all students who graduate from high school 

Strategy: Alternative Education Programs 

The Value of a High School Diploma 

Graduating from high school is a critical point in a student's life. According to the 
Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, individuals who earn a high 
school diploma can expect to earn approximately $400,000 more over their lifetime than 
individuals who do not complete high school1. Employment opportunities are also affected 
by educational attainment. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that adults without a 
high school diploma experienced an unemployment rate of 6.2 percent in 2024, compared 
to 4.0 percent for high school graduates2. Research also indicates that earning a high 
school diploma is associated with better health outcomes, increased civic participation, 
and reduced involvement with the criminal justice system. 

What is Alternative Education? 

For many students, the traditional high school pathway works well, but it does not meet the 
needs of every learner. Alternative education programs provide flexible, student-centered 
pathways for learners who may benefit from a different approach, particularly those who 
have become disconnected from school due to academic challenges, attendance 
concerns, life circumstances, or other barriers to success. While no two alternative 
education programs are exactly alike, many share a common purpose: helping students re-
engage with learning, earn a diploma, and prepare for life after high school. By pairing 
flexible learning environments with skilled educators who build strong relationships and 
respond to students' individual strengths and circumstances, these programs help 
students reconnect with learning, build confidence, and prepare for success beyond high 
school. 

The schools highlighted in this series demonstrate how alternative education programs put 
these principles into practice. While each program serves a unique student population and 
community, all share a commitment to helping students overcome barriers, remain 
engaged in learning, and earn a high school diploma. Together, these schools demonstrate 
the impact of alternative education through increased opportunities, stronger student 
engagement, and improved graduation outcomes.  

1 Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce. The College Payoff: More Education Doesn't 
Always Mean More Earnings. https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/. 
2 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Education Pays. https://www.bls.gov/emp/chart-unemployment-earnings-
education.htm. 
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